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HAVE 4 vonder'd, that a 
Country ſituated almoſt in the 
þ * Middle of Europe, as Switzer- 
5 lend is, ſhould be fo little known, 
that not only the Generality of Peo- 


8 ple have ſcarce any Idea of it, but 


zT that even ſome Men bred up to —_ 
Affairs, hardly know the Names 


of the ſeveral Cantons, or of bat 1 


Religion they are. 


1 cannor impute this * 8. „ 


norance of the Country, to the Con 
tempt many People have for it, 4 


muſt rather attribute their Contempt oy 


to their Ignorance of it; ſince thole "2 
who are acquainted with the Sit- 


: rern know that they have no {mall In- 
3 


fluencte 


1 ne PRE FAC E. 5 
fluence on the Affairs of Europe, as 


vell by their Situation between the 


Empire, France and Italy, as by their 
Varlike Genius; and it is certain, 


. that the French, vho know them beſt, 5 


5 court them molt. 


It ſeems therefore moſt n 5 


5 toaſcribe the little Knowledge Stran- 


gers have of this Country, chiefly td 


: the Want of good Writers, who vere 
— acquainted with the Hi- 


and Governments of this People. 


5 n Author of Zarich, is e 
| beſt of chem that I have yer heard 
df. He is very particular in the | 
| Deſcription of the Country, and of 
their Governments, as they were E- 
ſtablithed in his Time; bur beſides, 
that he gives ſcarce any Account of 
the State of the Cantons, before their 
Revolt from the Houſe of Auſfria, 
both the Face of the Country, and 
| their Forms of Government, have 
—_— fuck: "Changes ſince he 


vrit, 


he PREFACE.” 


wit that his Book cannot give the 
Reader a true! Notion of cheir Pre- 


1 ſent State. 


Plantin of Laufeiine is another 
Author, who writ 2 Hiſtory of Swir- 
zerland about threefcore Years a- 


| go; but it may more properly be cal- 
led an Extract of Simler and Ster- 
tler's Chronicle tranflated into French, 


than a new Work; fo that having 


the ſame Defect as * Originals, he 


can give no greater Light to a Mo- 
dern Reader, than thole, from whom 5 
he borrowed it. 5 
Several others hive alſo written 
on this Subject in the German Lan- 
guage; but beſides that they are li- 
able to the ſame Objections as the 


former, their Works are in a Tongue 
which is not genera ily unde ſtood, 
and therefore cannot be of g general 1 


Ule. | 
There is lids Adis at © 


'" Switzerland, vritten few Yews * 8 


* 


The PREFACE. 


by 2 Reſident of Venice, who lived 
ſome time in the Country. This 
Gentleman has vithout doubt Ta- 
lents ſuperior to a Vork of this Na- 
ture; yer, for Reaſons beſt known to 
| himſelf, the Remarks he has Pub- 


+ liſhed, are ſo general, that they vill 


- not fatisfic a curious Enquirer. 
Finding therefore, that there is no 


diſtin Account yet extant of the (| 
| Modern State of this Country, 1 


thought it might be worth while, to 


„ publiſh the Obſervations I made upon 
tit, while 1 lived there, both to make 


it better known to us, and to re- 
move ſome Prejudices, which are ta- 
ken upon Truſt from other Nati- 


1 ons, and have no real Foundation. 


The Duty of my Employment 
obliged me to be inquiſitive; and a 
: Reſidence of above eight Years has 
afforded me ſufficient Opportunities 
of informing my ſelf fully about it; 
however I am far from thinking, that 
EE oo __ 


The PREFACE,” 


nothing worthy Remark has eſcap'd 

my Obſervation. I am ſatisfy d, that it 

is very difficult for a Stranger, to diÞ 
cover all that is remarkable in any = 

Country, and perhaps as hard to treat 
of ſo many different Subjects, with 

ſuch Care, as to omit nothing that is 


Material; at leaſt I am not vain e- 


nough, to fancy this Work is brought 
to ſo great a Degree of Perfection. 
KAll chat I can ſay on that Subject, is, 
chat I have uſed my utmoſt Endea- 
vours to be exact in the Matters I 
nieat of, and flatter my ſelf, that! 
have given a more compleat View of 
the Preſent State of that People, and 
thor that has yet writ of them. 


Ar leaſt, I hope that my A 


vill produce ſo good 


= . 
| try. 
| | 


an Effect, as wo 
incite ſome abler Pen to rectiſie m 
Miſtakes, and to give the World a 

more finiſhed Account of this Coun- 


THE 


CONTENTS| 


CHAP. L 


PF the Situation „ Switaee 

0 land. = Page 1 
Chap. II. of its meer and Preſent 
x State, as divided into Cantons. p. r3 


Chap. Il. of the Thirteen Cantons 5 in 
n P- 53 


Chap. 2 Of their Government. p. 69 


Chap V. Of their Diete, and of the 


"Haiverich „ p. 215 


Cbap. VI. Of their People and Di- 


ſpoſitions. 5 . 128 


oy Chap. VII. Of their Religion... p. 158 
Chap. VIII. Of zherr Trade. p. 172 
„„ ; +. Of their Revenues. P. 182 


Chap. X. Of r their A. p- 190 
The Conclufi __— „ 206 


A PPEND!I X. C, ontaiving an Account 
5 8 the Allies of the ni * 217 1 


C ANI 


by. 


N 


a_ OV @tK EO Ge WY 


5 SWITZ E, R LAN D ” 


WO ' . n 7 4 * : 
$f #3 &: - : | 


CHAP. 615 


f * Situation of coca, 


HE Country now poſſeſ⸗ 8 
ſed by the Swit gere, the 
Gri/ons and their other 
Allies, is properly ſituateed 
— detween the Territories 
2 of the Empire and of France, being 
| bounded on the Eaſt by the County 
of Tyrol; on the Well by the County 
of Burgundy or Franche Comte; on 
the North by that Part of Alſatia cal- 
led the JSuntgaw, the Black-Foreſt, 
3 - * of the ka wy of Suabia ; and 
on. 
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Of the Situation D Chap. J. 
on the South by the Dutchy of Sa- 
_ voy, the Valley of Aff, the Dutchy 


of Milan, and the Provinces of Ber- 
gamo and Breſcia, all which make the 


Southern Border of that Country, | 

Ir extends it ſelf in the greateſt Breadth 
neear two Degrees of Latitude, reach- 

ing from forty five Degrees and three 


Quarters, to above forty ſeven and an 


half, and about four Degrees and an 
half of Longitude; by which Calcu- 
lation its Length will be about two 
hundred and ſeventy Engliſh Miles, 
adlnd its Breadth above an hundred. It 
was called Helvetia by the ancient 
Romans, and {till retains the ſame 
Name in Italian; tho' Parcels of ſome 

| Provinces of Itahy and of Gaul are 
now annex'd to it, which certainly |} 

were not included in the ancient He.. 
vetia, according to its Limits ſet 
don by Cæſar in his Commentary. 
In marking the Boundaries of this 
Country, | have included thoſe of 
the G#z/0us and of the Valeſians: How- 
ever my preſent Obſervations ſhall be 
confined to the Thirteen Canton pro- 
| Perly fo called, deſigning to give a 
ſeparate Account of the Gri/ons, and 


Suit zer- 


Chap. I. ef goitrerland. 


Switzerland is ſeparated not only 


from its Neighbours, but almoſt eve- 


ry Canton from each other, by Rid- 
ges of Mountains, which ſerve them 
equally for natural Boundaries and For- 
titications; and it is particularly divi- 
ded from Itah by ſuch a long Chain 
of 1. K that there is no paſſing from 
one Country to the other without croſ- 
ſing one of them. There are but four 


of theſe Mountains, by which one can 


paſs from Swit ger land into [:aly,or at 
leaſt no more that have beaten Roads 


commonly uſed by Travellers. One 


is the Mount Cenis, by which one 


paſſes into Piedmont thro Savoy. The 
ſecond 1s St. Bernard, which ſtands 
between the Country called the Lower 
Palais, and the Valley of A/. The 


third is the Sampion, or Samplon, ſitu- 
ate between the Vper Valais, and the 


Valley of Oſſola in the Milaneſe. And 


the Fourth is the St. Godard, which : 
leads from the Canton of Ury to Bel- 


lia zona, and the other Swiſs Ballia- 


ges in Italy, which were formerly part 
WTR _ rTP EET TE: 
But tho'this Country be well known 
to be a mountainous one, they 
are very much miſtaken, who fancy 
„%% OI  —-- - 


4 Of the Situation Chap. I. 
| their Mountains are naked Rocks, like 
= thoſe of Genoa: They are ſo different, 
a that tho? the greateſt Part of chem be 
covered with Snow during the Win- 
ter, yet there are few that are barren; 
moſt of them afford good Paſture all 
the Summer, even to the Tops of them, 
for vaſt Multitudes of Cattle; and in 
 _.__ ſome Places one ſees Corn grow, 
1 where one would think the Ground 
F too fteep for Men to climb up, and | 
\ the Air too ſharp to allow the Corn 
Vi 5 
I.zdbis is the Condition of the moſt 
Mountainous Parts of wit ger land; but 
there are others rather Hilly than 
M ountainous; and ſome where one 
finds great Tracts of plain Cham- 
Rs 4 The County of Ar. 
ea in the Canton of Berne, is a flat | 
=—_ hw Country; and that which lyes 
between Mouldon and Morat in the 
Pai de Vaud, is equally fertile, and 
__ _ affords a much gayer Proſpect. I 
mention theſe two Plains as the moſt | 
beautiful Parts of the Canton of Berne, 
tho one may juſtly ſay, that more than 
two Thirds of that Canton in general 
is good Country, and produces Corn, 
not only in ſufficient Quantity for 2 


Sl PA K 2 * 


Chap. I. of Switzerland. 


_ Inhabitants, but alſo in a great Meaſure 


| 
| 
; 
| 
| 


to ſupply its Neighbours. The Can- 


tons of Zurich, Soleurre and Fribourg, 


Produce likewiſe good Quantities of 


— — 


Corn, as well as the little ones of Ba- 
Sil and Schaffhauſen, and may be cal 
led the Plains of Switzerland, if com- 
pared with the other Cantons. Ho . 
ever it muſt be confeſs'd, that even 
in theſe Cantons, generally ſpeaking, 
the Soil is ſtony and ungrateful, fo — 
that what the Inhabitants get out of it, 
1 . way a4 to their Labour; and 
8 as Neceſh 
live, it has made the wit gers the a- 
bdleſt Husbandmen in Exrope. 
ln the other Cantons indeed, which 
are Lucerne, Ury, Schwitz, Under- 
Wala, Zug, Claris and Appenzell, they 
S have not Corn enough of their own 
Groth for the Uſe of their Inhabi- 
_ rants, and in ſome of them none at 
all; however the Surplus, that the o- 
ther Cantons produce, would be able 
to ſupply the Want of it in theſe, if 
they could always reap in Proportion 
to what they ſow. But the Mountains 
that ſurround them, are ſuch Maga- 
Aines of Rain, Hail and Tempeſts, that 
the Fruits of the Earth are frequently 


ty begets Induſtry, fo, I be- 


J 


bred in the Mountains, have a richer 
Taſte than thoſe of the flat Countries. 
I may ſay the ſame of their Veniſon, | 


2 


of the Situation Chap. I. 
| blaſted by Storms, or chilled by cold 
Rains; fo that their Harveſts are of- 


ten bad, and ſometimes totally fail. 
For this Reaſon it is, that Switzerland. 


is every Year forc'd to buy more or 


leſs Corn of its Neighbours, and to 


erect Magazines of it in moſt of their | 
-. Balliages, that they may be provided 
againſt a Dearth, and be able to ſup- 


by the poorer ſort of People with it 1 
ata moderate Price. 


Switzerland affords all Sorts of Cattle 1 
5 in ſo great Numbers, that they are able 


to furniſh their Neighbours with them; 


and they are ſo good in their Kinds, 
that the Vent of them makes the moſt 
| beneficial Branch of their Trade. It | 
abounds likewiſe with all Sorts of tame 


and wild Fowl, which latter being 


under which general Name they com- 
prehend wild Boars, as well as Stags 


and Deer, beſides ſome others of the 


Wild-Goat kind, which are not known | 


to us, ſuch as Bouquetins and Cha- 
mots, of whoſe Skin is made the Lea- 
Eo ther which we call AY = 


This 


5 Chap. I. of Switzerland. 
5 This Country produces ſeveral Sorts 
of Wine, particularly two, which are 
OL ny palatable and wholeſome; one 
o 


white, which grows in the Pais e 


Vaud upon the Banks or Coaſt of the 
Lake of Geneva, from whence it is 


called Via de la Cute, and another of 


— Red, which grows in the County of 


Neufchatek. The white is neither too 


ſpirituous, nor too weak or acid, but 


by keeping. The Red has ſomething 


when it is made in good Vears, is an 
excellent Table-Wine, and improves 


of the Taſte of Burgandy, but cannot — 
come up to the Delicacy of the choi- 


Cceieſt Sorts. They make likewiſe Wine : 


in the Cantons of Zurich, Schaffhauſen 


and other Places, which the Inha- 


bitants drink with Pleaſure, but the 


Generality of Strangers reckon them 
little better than Verjuice. If the Vine- - 
yards of this Country were not ſo of- 
ten blighted by diſorderly Seaſons, ... 


they would produce Wine enough 
-for all the Inhabitants; but thoſe 


Diſaſters are fo frequent, that great 
Numbers of the common People are 


forced to content themſelves with bad 


6 


9 
ne tema 
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Of the Situation Chap. I. 
It is believed, that this- Country is 
much the higheſt of any Part of Eu- 


rope, and two Reaſons are chiefly al- 
leged to juſtifie that Opinion. Firſt, 


_ _- TheSharpneſs of the Air, and ſecond- 


ly, The many Rivers that have their 

Source in it. As to the firſt, it is cer- 

tain in Fact, that the Air is more keen 
— and piercing, than in other more Nor- 


thern Countries; but whether thoſe 


Qualities in it may not proceed from 
the Hoards of Snow and Ice, which 
the always in Caverns of the Moun- 
- tains out of the reach of the Sun, more 
than from the natural Height of the 
Country, is a Queſtion I ſhall not pre- 
tend to determine. 


The ſecond Reaſon Ss from the 


2 of Rivers that ſpring from 


theſe Mountains, is grounded upon an 


| Hyporheſs, that every River takes its 
Source in higher Ground, than that, 


thro? which it afterwards flows. It can- 
not be deny'd, that many large Rivers 

take their Riſe in theſe Mountains, 
| ſince one finds at a ſmall Diſtance one 


from another the Sources of the Au. 


da, the Ticino, the Lintz, the ar, 


the Ruſs, the Inn, the Rhone and the 
. beſides which one may reckon 


om 


Chap. I. of Svitzerland. 


the Danube; for tho' in Stricineſs it ri- 
ſes without the Limits of q wit ger land, 
yet it is but few Leagues diſtant from 
Schaf hauſen. The 1111s another Ri- 
ver which has its Riſe near Ba gil, and 
tho' the Source of the Adige be pro- 


perly in the County of Dyrol, yet it is 
upon the Confines of the Gri/ons. 


Theſe are the moſt conſiderable Ri- 


vers of Europe, that take their Riſe in 


Switzerland; beſides which there are 


a vaſt Number of leſs note; infomuch 
that there is ſcarce a Valley, that has 
not a Rivulet running through it. This 


extraordinary Number of Rivers in 


Proportion to what we find in other 
Countries of the ſame Extent, is 
brought as a convincing Argument of 
the natural Height of the Country. 
Il muſt not forget to mention the 


many Lakes that are found here. | re- 


member to have counted near thirty, 


whereof ſome are ſo conſiderable, as 


to deſerve the Name of Seas, as they 
are called in German; the Lakes of 


Conſtance and Geneva being near eigh- 
teen Leagues in Length, and four in 


Breadth, and thoſe of Newfchatel, Zu- 
rich and Lucerne are not much infer. 


our to them in Length. Theſe Lakes 


3 
abound in Fiſh, eſpecially Trouts of 


of the Situation Chap. I. 


ſo prodigious a Size, that it is no ex- 


1 traordinary thing to take one of ſixty 


Pound Weight, and what is more un- 


common, the larger they are, the more 
- firm and ſweet the Fleſh of them is. 


Beſides theſe Lakes that are in the 


Plkains and Vallies, there is ſcarce a 


7 Mountain, that has not one on the 
Top of it well ſtored with Fiſh, by | 
the Sale of which they make the Inha- | 
|  bitants ſome amends for the Loſs of 

the Ground they overflow. 4 


Upon the whole, I never faw an In- 


7 land Country, that abounds ſo much 
with Water as this. Where-ever one 
goes, one finds an infinite Number of 


| Springs of the pureſt and ſweeteſt Kind 


L ever taſted; and there is ſcarce a 
Field or Meadow, that may not be 
laid under Water, whenever the Huſ- 
| bandman thinks it neceſſary for the 
good of the Ground. = 

In every Part of this Country, both 
on the Mountains and Plains, there is 
a vaſt Number of Woods, and whole 
Foreſts of Firr-Trees and Pines, which 
would turn to good Account for Maſts 
and Shipping, if they grew in the 
: — of the Sea; but that 


fort 


Chap. I. of Svitzerland. 
ſort of Traffick is impracticable by 
reaſon of the exceſſive Charge of Land- 
Carriage at ſo great a Diſtance. They 
have indeed ſome few Woods of Oaks, 
and fewer of Elms, but the Wood 
commonly made uſe of, both for build- | 
ing and firing, is Deal; fo that con- 
ſidering they have no other Fewel than 
VWood, and that all the Peaſants Houſes 
are entirely built with it, one would 
think it ſhould grow ſcarce; but it is ſo 
far otherwiſe, that one cannot perceive 
the leaſt Diminution of the Stock. 
II have already taken Notice of the 


Sharpneſs of the Air of this Country, 
in Proportion to the Latitude it 
lies in: For the City of Berze where 

I lived, is a full Degree South of 
Orleans, tho the Air of that Place 
| be much milder and ſofter; however 
I have paſs'd ſome warm Summers in 
this Country, and have ſometimes 
found the Heat very inconvenient. 
Tiis true indeed, the Weather is ſub- 
ject to ſudden Changes, and often paſ- 
| ſes from hot to cold in four and 
twenty Hours. The Alps ſend us fre- 
quent Rains; and as Rain in the flat 
Country is generally Snow upon the 
Mountains, the Air muſt needs 2 1 
VVV 


5 


ry dry, it is very wholeſome: The 
Pe 


= of the Situation, &c. Chap. I. 
cold, whenever we have a laſting 
Shower. But tho? the Air be not ve- 


ople generally live to a great Age; 


and one never hears of any of thoſe 

malignant Diſtempers raging in this 
Country, which often unpeople whole 
ES viYf eons 

In ſhort, of the four Elements the 
Earth here is the worſt; ſhe treats the 
Inhabitants like a hard Step-Mother, 


gives them what is neceſſary for Life, 


 _ but little for Luxury; they earn hard | 
| What they get out of her, and ſeem 
rather to owe it to their own La- 
dour and Induſtry, than to her Bounty. 


Ire Defign wo wrice the | 


dertak 
Stranger ever writ the Hiſtory of a 


. 


” ” 
— 


CRar tk. 


of its Former and Preſent State, u 


divided into Cantons. 


Hiſtory of this Country, both be- 


cauſe it is not neceſſary to my Pur- 


poſe, and becauſe I am wholly unpro- ; 


vided wk Materials for ſuch an Un- 


. I am of Opinion, that no 


| Country with Exactneſs, becauſe he 


cannot be well enough acquainted 


with the interiour part of its Govern- 
ment, to mark out the true Springs 
and Cauſes of its publick Actions. And 
as to this Country in particular, 1 
will be bold to ſay, ſuch a Work is 
now become as hard for a Native as 
for a Stranger; becauſe their Ance- 
ſtors have left them no good Accounts 
of their Ad ions, nor any Records to 


have recourſe to, without which it is 


impoſſible to write a good Hiſtory of 


Iogers, 5 


Nee . 
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Of its Former Chap. II. 


a paſt Age. They have indeed ſome 


Chronicle- makers, who aſſume the 


Title of Hiſtorians, but without any | * 
other Pretence to it, than as Chrono- 
logers, who mark the Epochs of ex- 
traordinary Actions, but give no Ac- 

counts of the Occaſion of them, nor | 


inform the Reader of the Circumſtan- 
ces and Incidents that attended them; 


which alone can make their Narrations 
Agreeable and Profitabe. 
Dince therefore there is ſo great a 
want of Writers, to light one thro? the 


dark Ages of their Hiſtory, I ſhall 


chuſe to relate ſuch general Facts on- 


Ip, as all their Authors agree in, 
rather than enter into more particu- 


lar Accounts of it, which muſt be ne- 
_ ceflarily grounded upon Tradition and 
Conjecture; and content my ſelf with 
giving as much Information about their 
former State, as may ſerve to diſcover 
the Cauſes of their Revolt from the Em- 
pire, which gave Riſe and Birth to Thir- 
teen Commonwealths, or Cantons, into 
which this Country now ſtands divided. 
Ihbe firſt remarkable Mention we 
find made of theſe People, as a Nati- 
on, is by Julius Cæ ſar, who in the 
firſt Book of his Commentaries re 


the 


lates 


Chap. II. and Preſent State. 


the War he waged with the Helveti- 


ant, who made an Irruption into Bar- 


15 


gunay during his Government in Gaul, 
with a Deſign to tranſplant themſelves 


into a more delight ful Country, and 
more capable to contain their vaſt 


Swarms. The better to effect this Deſign, 
he ſays, they ſet Fire to all their Habita- 


tions, and actually burnt Twelve great 
Cities, and Four hundred Villages, in 
order to deſtroy all hopes of returning 
Home; after which they begun their 

March with their Wives and Children, 
amounting in all to above Three Hun- 
dred and Sixty Thouſand Perſons, 


whereof near a Hundred Thouſand 1 


were able to bear Arms. They intend- 
ed to have broke into his Govern- 
ment through Savoy; but not being 


able to paſs the Rhone in the Sight of 


| his Army, which was encampt on the 
other Side of it, they changed their 


Route, and penetrated by Franche 


. 


Comte; but Cæ ſar with his Army 
ſuing them, ſeveral Skirmiſhes 


pen'd with various Succeſs, till at laſt 
he entirely defeated them in a pitch'd 
Battle, forced the remainder of em to 
return home, and reduced their Coun- 


try to the Obedience of the 


Romans, 


8 annex- . - 


annexing it to that 
ment, which was called Gallia Celtica. 
They liv'd in Subjection to the No- 
man Government, till that Empire it 
ſelf was broke to Pieces by the Inun- 
dations of the Northern Nations, and 
ne Kingdoms and Principalities were 
raiſed out of the Ruins of it. Among 
the reſt was erected the Kingdom of 
Burgundy, of which Sw: gerland made 
2 pPart, about the Beginning of the fifth 
Century, by a Prince call'd Gaudica- 


of its Former | Chap. II. 


part of his Govern- 


rius, reckoned the Firſt of their Kings. 

But this Kingdom did not Subſiſt long, 

before it was united to the Crown of 
FTrauce, upon the Death of the Sixth 

and laſt King of that Race. This hap- | 

_ pen'd a little above an hundred Years 


after its Erection; from which time, 


to the beginning of the Ninth Centu- 
ry, this Country was ſubje& to the 
Kings of France. About the Year 870 
there ſprung up again two New King- 
doms of Burgundy; one called Burgun- 
dia Cisjurana, which is the ſame as |} 
the Kingdom of Arles, and the other 
| Transjurana. The Firſt did not laſt 


above fifty Years; after which-it was 


5 united to the Tran jurana by the vo- 
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luntary Ceſſion made to Rodolph the 
Second King of the Trancjurana, by 
Hlugb the 
about the Year 926. In this Kingdom 
of Burgundia Transjurana was com- 
prehendedthe Country of Switzerland, 
and continued Part of it till. about 
 1032,, When Rodolph the Third the 
_ laſt King of Burgundy dying without 
3 Children, left all this Kingdom to the 
Emperour Conrad the Second, called 
the Salick, whoſe Succeſſors enjoy'd 
it near two Ages; after which time, 
whether they were fo taken up with 
other Wars and Affairs, that they 
could not give the neceſſary Attenti- 


King of the C:sjurana, 
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on to thoſe of this Kingdom, or whe- 


ther they were not able to ſuppreſs the 
many Inſurrections made in it by the too 
powerful Nobility, it ſo happened, that 
about the end of the twelfth Century 
this Kingdom was again broke into 
leveral petty Soveraignties under the ._ 
Counts of Burgundy, of Maurienne, 
of Savoy, and of Provence; the Dau- 
phins of the Viennois, and the Dukes 
J Co 
This is the general Opinion of the 
greater Part of their Hiſtorians con- 
cerning the Fate of 8 wit zer land, 12 2 
—— «as 3 


1 
| 
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the time of Julius Ceſar to the end 
of the twelfth Century, when that 
Country was united to the Empire; 
tho' there are others, who pretend, 


that Switzerland made part of the 


Kingdom of Auſtraſia, otherwiſe cal- 


led the Kingdom of Met, *till- it was 


diſſolved, and its States annexed to 


the Empire. I believe it will not be 
difficult to reconcile theſe ſeeming 


Contradictions: For it is very pro- 
bable, that the Country of Swit zer- 


land in its preſent Extent, was never 


| wholly join d either to the Kingdom 


of Burgundy, or to that of Auſtraſia; but 


that one Part of it, that ſpeaks the 
Trench or Roman Language, as they | 
call it, belonged to the Kingdom of 


Burgundy, and the other, which ſpeaks 
the German Tongue, to that of Au- 


ſtraſia. This Conjecture might be ſup- 


ported by ſeveral Reaſons beſides that 3 


of the Difference of the Language, 


and ſeems to ſolve the Difficulties, with 


which their Hiſtorians puzzle one, by | 
making Switgerland part of two feve- | 


ral Kingdoms at the ſame time. 
D Upon the Diſſolution of theſe King- 
doms, I do not find that Switzerland 
| was any more united under one Head. 


Some 


. 
D 
- 
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Some Cities were made Free and Im- 


perial, reſerving only their Depen- 
| dence on the Empire; others, with 
the adjoining Territory, were given 
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by the Emperor Frederick Barbaroſe 


| Fa, to be held as Fiefs of the Empire, 
to the Counts of Habſpurg, from whom 
the Houſe of Auſtria is deſcended; 
and the reſt, at leaſt the Hereditary 
_ Government of them, was given to the 
3 Duke of Zeringben, who was thought 
to have a ſort of Right to them, as being 
deſcended from the Kings of Auftra- 
Ja. However all their Hiſtorians a- 
gree, that theſe Cities and People were 
in Poſſeſſion of very great Privileges, 


and that the Power of theſe Princes, 


minion. 


to whom they were thus ſubjected, 

Was ſo limited, that the Country might 
more properly be ſaid to be under their | 
Protection, than their immediate Do- | 


ln the Thirteenth Century the Race 
of the Dukes of Zermghen became ex- 
tint, which made way for the Counts 
of Habſpurg to inlarge their Authori- 
ty in this Country, more by Intruſion, 
and the Neceſſity of thoſe diforderly 
Times, than by a voluntary Submiſſion 
and Conſent. For what endangered 


3 
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moit the Liberty of this Country, was 


the S hiim th it arole, and divided 
the Empircin the Tinrteenth Century, 
when 0:57 the tou. and Frederick 

4 were boch Emperors to- 


„and b th by f urns excommu- 
be- 

| | 3 

ute neither would acknowledge their 


_ ied by two fucceeding Popes 


pretended Right of diſpoſing of the 


Imperial Crown, nor perform the 
Voves thoſe Popes had extorted from 
them, of undertaking a Croiſade to 
the Holy Land. Otho however was 
forced to give up his Cauſe after the 
Loſs of a battle, and yield the Crown 
to his Antagoniſt Frederick. As in 
this Diviſion of the Empire, the Sw:z- 
Sers had adhered to his Party, and 
done him good Services, he gave 

them Additional Privileges, and did 

what lay in his Power to ſecure their 


Liberty: However the reſt of his Reign 


Was tumultuous; he quarrel'd again 
with the Pope, by whom he was excom- 
municated: And as both the Empire 
and its Dependencies in [taly were di- 
vided into two Factions, one for the 


Pope and t'other for the Emperor, 


*twas in this Princes Reign, that the 
Names given to thoſe two Parties of 


_ Gnelphs 


GP ne ee eee 
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Guelphs and Gibellins were firſt known. 


2 


The Hiſtorians of theſe Times can- 


not find Terms forcible enough to ex- 
| preſs the Diſorder and Confulion, that 
reigned in the Empire at the latter 
End of this Frederzcks Life, while he 
was under Excommunication, and du- 
ring the Interregnum of twenty eight 
Years after his Death, *till Rodolph of 
 Habſpurg firſt Emperor of the Houſe 
of Auſtria was quietly ſettled in the 
Imperial Throne. They tell you, that 
in thoſe Times all Order and Govern 
ment were overturned, and that the 
Empire was fallen into a perfect State 
of Anarchy. The Cities of Switrzer- 
land in particular felt the ill Effects of 
this Confuſion; for as that Country 
was full of Nobility and powerful Ec- 
cleſiaſticks, each play'd the Tyrant in his 
Turn, and endeavour'd to ſubdue ſomne 
neighbouring City, under Pretence, 
that they were Adherents of the Em- 
peror who was excommunicated and 
the Lands of all his Partizans forfeited 
to any Body, that could take Poſſeſſi- 
on of them by vertue of the Pope's 
Bull. This ſort of Oppreſſion gave 
X Riſe to a Cuſtom, which cots "8 
TP" "3 that 3 
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that time among ſeveral Cities of Ger- 
many, as well as of this Country, of 


entring into Confederacy one with 


another for their mutual Defence; of 
which we have an Example in Simler's 
_ Hiſtory, where he recites at length 
the Alliance made between Zurich, 
Dry and Schwits in the Year 1251. 


- But this Union of the Cities not pro- | 
ducing the good Effects that were | 


expected from it, or at leaſt not be- 
ing a ſufficient; Barrier againſt the 


| Power of the Nobility, they were for- | 
|  ced to make uſe of another Expedi- 
ent, which was that of putting them- | 


_ ſelves under the Protection of ſome 
powerful Neighbouring Prince. Ac- 
cordingly molt of the Free Cities of 


Switzerland had Recourſe at this Jun- | 
dure to Rodolph of Habſpurg, the || 


 claring him their Protector, for which 


they allowed him a yearly Salary, and | 
permitted him to ſend Bailiffs or G- 
vernours among them, with Power to 
adminiſter the Haute Juſtice, as it is 
called, or to Judge in Criminal Cau- 
ſes only, with an expreſs Reſervation 
of their Rights and Liberties in all o- 
Ther Matters. Particularly the three 


Cantons 
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Cantons of Ury, Schwitz and Under. 
ald, who had hitherto lived free 
from any Dependence, but on the 
Empire in general, thought it for their 
Intereſt in this general Diſorder, to 
do as the reſt; and accordingly they 
ſubmitted to Rodolphs Protection, and 
3 receivid Governors with the ſame 
| Reftrictions as the others. But nei- 


11 


ther did this Project anſwer Expecta- 


tion: For Rodolph was ſo much taken 
up with other Affairs, that he could 
not give thoſe Cities the Protection 
be intended, and they expected from 
bim. So that the Sit gers being de- 
prived of his Support, were again ex- 


poſed to the In ults of theſe petty Ty- 5 


rants, which at laſt became ſo grie- 
vous to the People, that the whole 
Country roſe up in Arms, and in their 
Fury not only demoliſhed the Caſtles 
of the chief of the Nobility, but like- 
wiſe drove many of them out of the 
Country, in a War between them, 
which laſted near twelve Years. When 
Neodolph became Emperor, the Nobi- 
lity accuſed the Swirzers of Rebel- 


lion upon the Account of this War; 


but he, after having heard both 
Parties, pronounced | Sentence in 


* 4 favour 1 
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favqur of the People, and in conſide- 


ration of their good Services to him 
in his Wars, ſent Bailifs among them, 


0 in the Name of the Houſe of Au- | 
frria, but of the Empire; and not on- 


ly govern'd them with Mildneſs 
while he lived, but increas'd their 

Privileges, in order to ſettle their Li- 
berty upon a laſting Foundation. 
| Betore I proceed to give an Ac- Þ| 
count of the Tyrannical Government 

of the Emperor Albert Son of Ro- 


dolph, which occaſion'd the Revolt 


of this Country from the Empire, it 
would be very proper to draw a Poli- 


cal Map (if I may ſo ſay) of its GO. 


vernment; and not only to diſtinguiſh 
the Cities, that were under the Do- 


minion of the Houſe of Auſtria, and 
of other Soveraigns, from thoſe that 


were Free, and acknowledged their 


Dependence only on the Empire in 
general; but alſo to ſpecifie the Privi- 


'-ges, Which thoſe that were under the 


5 Houſe of Auſtria, ſtood poſleſs'd of, 


| 25 well as of the Degrees of Power, 


with which their Goyernors or Sove- 


reigns were inveſted. Such a View of 


beeir Political State before their Re- 


Alt, would be neceſſary to form a true | 
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Judgment of the Juſtice of their Cauſe, 

and of the Means they uſed to reco- 

ver their Liberty; but their Hiſtorians 

are ſo obſcure and defective in thoſe 
Particulars, that it is not poſſible tao 

ſatisfie one's Curioſity about the. 
What can be collected in general from 

them, is, that moſt of their Cities were : 

Free and Imperial, and that ſuch of 

them as were not, enjoy'd great Pri- 

vvileges: The Cities of Berze and Fr 

| bourg were built by a Duke of Zermmge 

Hen, and by the laſt of that Race en- 

3 dowed with fo great Liberties, that 

he allowed them to govern themſelyes, 

and upon his Death annexed them to 

the Empire. However, contrary to 

his Teſtamentary Diſpoſition, Fr:. 

bourg fell, I know not how, to the 

| Share of the Counts of Mybourg, one 
whereof ſold it to the Emperor Ro.. 
Adolph; ſo that it continued under the 
Dominion of the Houſe of Auſtria 

near two hundred Yeary, till it en- 
tred into the Alliance of the Canton,, 

and became one of them. Thoſe Ci- 
ties and Countries, that were given in 
Fief to the Houſe of Auſtria, ſuch as 
Lucerne, Zug and Glaris with their 

Cantons, enjoy'd fo great W ; 
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that the Power of the Sovereign was 

very much limited. Zurich, Bazil 
and Schaffhauſen were Imperial Cities, 
and never, that I can find, were ſub- 


ject to any particular Prince. Bail 
indeed had a Biſhop, who aſſumed the 


Title of their Sovereign, and acted 
ſometimes as ſuch, tho* more by En- 


croachment, than lawful Authority; 


and as for the three Cantons of Ury, 
 Schwitz and Under wald, it does not 
appear to me, that they ever had any 
Dependence on the Houſe of Au- 
ftria, but as they choſe Nodolph of 
Habſpurg for their Protector, as well 
as moſt of the Cities of Swirzerland, 
in the Manner, and for the Reaſons I 
have already mentioned. = 
Tt is to be obſerved, that the Do- 


minion of theſe Cities, for the moſt. 
part, extended little beyond their Walls 
at that time, and that they were ſur- 
_ rounded with Nobility, who watch- 
ing all Opportunities of invading their 
Liberty, gave them more Trouble, | 
and occaſioned more Wars before they *' 
could root them out, than the whole 
Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, and 


all its Attempts to reduce them to 


"+ 


Chap. II. and Pre ſent State. 


That moſt of theſe Cities were Free, 
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appears very plainly from the ſeveral 


Treaties of Alliance made between 

them for their Mutual Defence, long 

before this Revolt happened, where- 
of many are ſet down at length in 


their Hiſtorians; and it ſeems to me 


as plain, that thoſe Cities and Coun- 


tries depended only on the Empire di. 


rectly, 'till the Diſorders that happen d 
in it obliged them to ſeek ſome new 


indeed held ſome part of the Coun. 


try as a Fief of the Empire, which 
was given to one of them by Frederzck 
Barbaroſſa, but their Power was ex 


treamly limited; which makes it hib. 


. ly probable, that the Dominion th 


 gain'd over this People, was meer U- 
 furpation upon the Liberties of thoſe 


they undertook to defend; and that 


under the Notion of that Protection, 


they were furnĩiſhed with better Means, 
and more plauſible Pretexts of bring- 
ing about their Deſigns. 
Faving thus briefly hinted what 1 
thought proper to be premiſed, Iſhall 


go on to relate the Oppreſſions that 
gave Occaſion to their Revolt, as far as! 


can trace them in their moſt Authenticcxk 
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Writings. I have already faid, that the 
Emperor Rodo/ph treated Switzerland 
with great Mildneſs, and was thought 
to have a particular Affection for it as 

his native Country; but his Son the 
Emperor Albert, inſtead of treading 
in his Father's Steps, took oppoſite 
MWeaſures, and ſo by graſping at great- 
er Dominion than belonged to him, 
iloſt that by Violence and Raſhneſs, 
which his Predeceſſor had acquired 
by Gentleneſs and Prudence. This | 
Prince had a numerous Offspring, and 
form' d the Deſign of ſubduing all Sit- 
 _ zerland to the Houſe of Auſtria, in 
older to erect it into a Principality for 
one of his younger Sons. To bring 
about this Project, ſoon after he came | 
to the Imperial Throne, he try'd by 
Frlattery and Carefles, to perſwade the 
three Cantons of *VUry, Schwitz and 

Underwald, (who were the moſt ten- 

cious of their Liberty) voluntarily to 

ſubmit to his Government, and fol- 
low the Example of the Cantons of 


Lucerne, Lug and Glaris, promiſing 


them in that Caſe all kind Treatment 
and a gentle Government: But find- 
ing theſe Arts ſucceſsleſs, he appoint- 

ed one Griſer to be Governor of 


Dey, 
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Vry, and another call'd Landenberg, 


of Schwitz and Underwald. Theſe 


Governors he ſet over them, with 


Orders to uſe their utmoſt Endeavours 
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to ſubject them entirely to his Obedi- 


ence, either by corrupting the lead- 


ing Men among /em, or in caſe that 


Method fail'd, to doit by Force of Arms. 
Accordingly the Governors at firſt 


| proceeded not only with great Mode. 


ration, but put in Practice all the lit- 
tle Arts made uſe of to gain the Aﬀe- 


| Qions of the People, till they ſaw 


| there was nothing to be done by fair 


| Means, and then they began to uſe 
them roughly, and every Day to en- 


croach upon their Privileges. Upon 

tis the People ſend Deputies to the 
Emperor, to complain of their Go- 

vernors, and of the Violation of their 


Liberties. The Emperor receives 


them very harſhly, offers them again 
all kind of good Uſage, if they will 
ſubmit to his Government, but in caſe 
of Refuſal, threatens to purſue them 
with the utmoſt Vengeance, and to 

| ſubdue them by the Sword. The De- 
puties anſwer, that they are ready to 

pay all Obedience to him as the Head 
of the Empire, whereof they are . 


| 
| 


bers, but that they are otherwiſe a 
Free People, independent of any parti- 
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cular Sovereign, and defire him to 
confirm them in the Liberties and 


- Privileges, that had been granted them 


by ſeveral of his Predeceſſors; which 


the Emperour flatly refuſes, and fo 
diſmiſſes them. With this Anſwer the 
Deputies return home, and the Go- 
vernors then break out into ſuch hor- 
rid Acts of Tyranny, as can ſerve on- 
ly to provoke, and never to ſubdue 
Mens Minds. They gave a looſe to 
all their Paſſions at once, by raviſhing, 
plundering and impriſoning; and in 
mort, ran into all kinds of Exceſs, that 
might gratifie their Luſt and Avarice. 
For the Excuſe of theſe Diſorders, they 
had at leaſt the Plea of ſatisfying their 
Paſſions; but they committed beſides 
ſuch Acts of Cruelty under Pretence 
of juſtice, as ſhock human Nature, e- 
ſpecĩally upon thoſe who had moſt Cre- 
dit with the People, and as ſuch, were 
ſuppoſed to be the Cauſe of their Re- 
fuſal to ſubmit to the Emperor's Go- 
vernment. They took away People's 
Eſtates by arbitrary Sentences, with- 
out hearing the Parties concerned; im- 
poſed extravagant Fines for trivial Of- 


fences, 
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torturing their Limbs, and putting out 


their Eyes, and in ſhort exercis d all 
the refined Barbarities, that the moſt 


fences, beyond the Ability r 
| puniſh'd People upon Sufpicics, "> 


induſtrious Miniſters of a Tyrant's 


Wrath could invent. It is not to be 


doubted, but ſuch inhuman Treatment 


inflamed the Minds of the People a- 


gainſt their Governors; however the 
fear of Puniſhment kept them in Awe, 


and the want of Power to throw off = 
the Yoke, made them bear it with a 


ſullen Silence, till a fair Opportunity 
$ preſented. The Violence of theſe Go 
vernors increas'd daily by Succeſs and 


Impunity, and grew at laſt to ſuch an 
height, that the exaſperated People 


finding no hopes of Safety but from 


their Courage, were forc'd to enter in? 
to a Confederacy for their Common 
Security, and to agree among them- 
ſelves wpon the proper Meaſures to de- 


liver them from their Bondage. 


| Therewerethree Men of theſe three: 


Cantons, whereof each was the moſt 


popular of his Canton, and for that 

EH Reaſon were the particular Objects 
of the Governor's Perſecution. Their 
Names are Arnold Melchtal of Onder- 
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wald, Wernher Stouffacher of Schwitz, 


and Walter Furſt of Ury. Theſe three 


v cre rather Subſtantial Farmers than 


Gentlemen; but having been alike in- 
manly treated by the Governors, 
being bold in their Tempers, and 
joyn'd in along Friendſhip, Wh. -h was 
increas d by their common Misfortunes, 
they hail private Meetings to conſider 
of Ways of freeing their Country, and 
in a little time entred into a Conſpi- 
racy fer that Purpoſe, engaging them- 
ſelves by Oath to keep it ſecret, and 
to draw as many more into it, each 


in his own Canton, as they knew they 


might confide in, and were reſolute 
enough to join in the Execution of 


what ſhould be agreed on. Accord- 


ingly, in a little time they engaged ſe- 
veral of their Friends in the ſame De- 


”— ſign, and appointed a Meeting at a 


Place called Grutli in the Canton of 


Dry, each accompany'd by three new 


Aſſociates of his Canton, who all to- 


gether became the Twelve Managers 


of the Enterprize Here their Con- 


federacy was renew'd by Oath, and a 


Reſolution taken of forming a Gene- 


ral Inſurrection in each Canton, in or- 
der to Surprize and Demoliſh all the 


Ci.attles 
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Caſtles of any Strength, and drive the 
Governors and their Adherents out 


of the Country. At the next meeting 


of the Twelve, they found the Num- 


ber of their Aſſociates ſufficient for 
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their purpoſe ; whereforeit was preſs d 
to appoint the 14th of October of the 
Year 1307 for the general Infurreti- 
on, lealt the Secret being truſted to 
ſo many, might get Vent, and their 
Plot miſcarry. But thoſe of Under- 


wald repreſenting to the Aſſembly, that 
two Caſtles in their Canton, call'd Jars 


and Rotzberg, were too ſtrong to be 
forced by a diſorderly Multitude, de- 


fired more time to form ſome Stratagem 


for Surprizing them, ſince if they fail» 
ed in their Deſign upon thoſe two 


Places, they would ſoon be fill'd wit 


Soldiers by the Governors, who would 
be able to make a Stand there, till 
the Emperor could ſend an Army to 
their Relief, and ſo by that Means 
their Enterprize would be totally de- 
feated. Theſe Conſiderations prevailed 


with the Aſſembly to put off the Inſur- = 


rection to the Firſt of Fanuary 1308, 

to which Day'it was fix'd. After that 
| they diſperſed, and each Member re- 

_ turn'd home to * matters for the 
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Execution. In the mean time an Ac- 


cident fell out, that might have ren- 

der'd the Deſign abortive, if the Go- 

vernors had not been 1 21 22 
rity, by the appearing Submiſſion of 
the [5 ; — if the Conſpirators had 
been imprudent enough, to lay hold 
of the Alarm this Accident cauſed, by 
attempting their Deſign before the Day 


1 . + 
he Occaſion of the Alarm was this. 


Among the — ridiculous Pieces of 
Tyranny exerciſe 
nors, Griſſer of Ury invented one, more 


d by theſe Gover- 
like a Frolick of Claudius, Caligula or 


5 Phalaris, than an Act of Juſtice. 
Hie cauſed a Pole to be erected 
in the Market Place of Altorf 


the Capital of Ury, upon which he 
hung his Cap, and publith'd an Order, 
_ commanding every body on Pain of 


Death to Salute it, by pulling off his, 


and bending his Knee as he paſs'd be- 
fore it, with the ſame Reſpect, as if 
he were there in Perſon. The People, 
for fear of Puniſhment, were forc'd to 
comply with this kind of Idolatrous Ce- 


remonpy, till one William Tell, a ſtur- 


dy Youth, and one of the Conſpirators 


paſs'd often by, without paying his 


Ke 
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> 
ſpects to the Cap; whereof the Gover-. 


nor being inform'd, ſent for him, and 


asked him the Reaſon of his DCiſobedi- 


ence. Tell would have excuſed him- 


| ſelf upon his Ruſticity and Ignorance of 


the Order, but being a ſuſpected Fer- 
his Excuſes ; and ſending for one of his 


favourite Sons, condemn'd him, by way : 


ſon, the Governor would not admit of 


of Puniſhment, (becauſe he was a good 
Bow-man) to ſhoot at a conſiderable di- 


ſtanee with anArrow at an Apple placed 
upon his Son's Head, declaring at the 
ſame time, that if he miſt it, he ſhould be 
immediately Hanged. The fond Fa» 
ther, for fear of killing his Son, re- 

| fuſed to make the Tryal, and offered 


rather to ſubmit to Death himſelf; but 


ately 


the Governor would not accept his Of. 
fer, and to force him to comply, 
told him, that if he did not immedi- 
obey his Sentence, he would 
hang up the Son as well as himſelf. 


The Father finding he could gain no- 
thing by his Intreaties, and more out 


of a Deſire of faving his Son's Life 
than his own, ſubmitted to make the 
Experiment in the Market-place, in 


the Preſence of we Governor, and of 
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of the Quiver, and with a trembling 
Hand drew his Bow; however, ei- 
ther by Skill or good Luck, he ſhot 
the Apple off his Son's Head without 
hurting him; upon which the People 
raiſed a general Shout, both for 
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a multitude of People drawn together, 


to ſee ſo whimſical an Act of Juſtice. 


The poor Man took his Arrows out 


bol bis Eſcape, and in applauſe of bis 


Dexterity. The Governor vext, that 
Tell had ſo artfully eſcap'd his Ven- 
geance, was reſoved to entrap him a- 


nother way; and therefore having ob- 
ſerved, that he had two Arrows ſtuck 


in his Girdle, tho? he was to have but 


. one Shot, ask'd him the Reaſon of it, 


and promiſed to forgive him whatever 
his Deſign was. Upon this Aſſurance, 


Tell very frankly anſwered in the ful- 


= neſs of hisReſentment,that he drew two 
Arrows out of his Quiver, with a firm 
Reſolution of killing him with the ſe- 


8 cond, if he had been ſo unfortunate, as 
co kill his Son with the firſt. The Go- 


vernor enraged at his Anſwer, told 
him, he would ſpare, his Life for his 
| Dexterity, according to his Promiſe, 


bdaurt that for his felonious Intention he 


ſhould ſpend it in a dark Priſon ; and 
thereupon immediately ordered him 


= 
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to be bound, and put on Board a Boat, 
that was to carry him to his Priſon at 


at Cuſſenach a Caſtle on the Lake of 


Lucerne, he himſelf going with him in 
the Boat, to fee his Sentence executed. 


When they had dailed about half way 
up the Lake, fo violent a Storm aroſe, 
that they were in great danger of 
| ſplitting upon the Rocks, becauſe 
none of the Boatmen knew how to ſteer 


in ſo rough Water. In this Extremity, 
one of the Governor's Servants, who 
knew that Tell was reckoned the beſt 
Waterman in the Country, told his 


Maſter, that there was no way of fav- 


ing their Lives, unleſs he would allow - 


them to unbind Tell, and put him at 
the Helm. The Governor conſented 


to it, and it was accordingly done. Tell 
with much ado ſteer'd the Boat from 


the middle of the Lake, where the 


Waves ran higheſt, and made towards 


the Shore, near which there lay a 
Piece of a Rock, whereof the Top 


was above the Water; and finding that 
a fit Opportunity of making his Eſcape, 
he ſlyly ſtep'd out upon that Rock, 
ſhov'd the Boat with his Foot back a- 
gain into the Lake, and from thence 


got aſhore among the Mountains. The | 


Governor in the mean time was toſsd 
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about the Lake with great Hazard of 
his Life; however with much ado the 
Boat reached a. Place call'd Braunes, 


Vvbere he and his Retinue went aſhore; 
from whence he deſigned to go to 


Cuſſenach by Land. Tell having No- 

tice of his Deſign, lay in wait for him 

upon the Road, hiding himſelf amon 
the Buſhes; and as the Governor paſs d 
in a hollow Way, ſhot him thro' 
the Heart withan Arrow, and left him 


dead upon the ſpot. He in the mean 


time eſcaped, and got out of Reach, be- 


fore any of the Governor's Retinue 


could tell which way to purſue him. 


In memory of theſe two Actions, a 


mnttle Chappel was built upon the Spot 
of Ground, where the Governour was 
killed, and another upon the Rock, 


where ell made his Eſcape out of the 


Boat; both which are ſtill preſerved 
entire. The Death of the Governor was 
immediately noiſed all over the Coun- 
try, while Tell got home again, to in- 
form his Friends of what he had done, 
and preſs d them to begin their Inſur- 
rection without further loſs of time, 
leaſt the ther Governor and his Ad- 
herents, upon this Alarm, ſhould ſuſ- 
pect ſome further Miſchief, and take 


Meaſures 10 prevent it. But the more 
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prudent of the Conſpira ors, finding 
the Government look d upon this Action 


of Tell's, as the Reſentment only of a 


Private Man, thought it more proper 
for the Reaſons alledged by thoſe of 
Underwald, to lye quiet till the Day 
appointed came; in the mean time, the 
other Governor made no further Re- 
flection on this Action, than by mak- 
ing Search for Tell, who lay hid 'till 
the InſurreQion broke out. Thus the 
Prudence of the Conſpirators, and 
the Blindneſs of the Governor con- 
curr'd to bring about the Revolution, 
ſince the Secret, tho' entruſted] to many OY 
Perſons, was kept ſo faithfully, that | 
the Governor had not the leaſt Suſpi- . | 
cion of the Plot, before it was executed. 
| The firſt of January 1308, which 
was the Day appointed, being come, 5 
the Confederates purſued fo well 
the Meaſures agreed on, that at 
the ſame time the Riſing was general 
in the Three Cantons. Thoſe of Un- 
derwald ſurprized both the Caſtles of 
Sars and Rot zberg by the ſame Stra- 
tagem, of ſending into them a ſuthci- 
ent Number of Reſolute Men in the 
| Habits of Peafants, with Arms hid 
under their Cloaths, and Preſents of 
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Country Fare for the Governors in their 
Hands, which was an uſual Practice 
on New-Years-Day, and therefore the 
Numbers that went to the Caſtle, gave 


no Suſpicion. The Garriſons of theſe 


Caſtles being ſmall, and not aware of 
any ſuch Deſigns, were ſoon over- 


wer d, and glad to eſcape with their 


Lives. At the ſame time the People 
of Ury ſeized upon the Cattle newly | 
duuilt near Altorff, called *”Ury's Toke 
while thoſe of Schwitz ſurprized that 
of Lowvertz. Theſe were ſmall Forts | 
with {lender Garriſons; yet they were 
ſuch as kept the whole Country in Awe; 


therefore the People immediately fell 


to Demoliſhing them, as the Inſtruments 
of their Slavery. In the mean time 
the Governor Landenberg and his Ad- 
berents, finding it impoſſible to reſiſt the 
Torrent of an enraged People united 
againſt them, and fearing the Effects 


of their Fury, endeavoured to make 
their Eſcapes, but were purſued and 


overtaken: However the People, with- 


out committing the leaſt Inſult upon 


the Governor and his Followers, con- 
| ducted them to the F rontiers, and 
there diſmiſsd them, after having 
exacted from them all an Oath never 
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to return into their Country. A rare 


Example of Moderation in an incenſed 


Multitude, that have their Perſecutors 
at their Mercy! With no other Cere- 
mony than this, were theſe Three Can- 
tons delivered from the Auſtrian Go 
vernment, and put into a State of 
Liberty, which they have ever lince | 
[1 preſerved inviolate. 


Thus was the 8 of the = 


- Helvetict Liberty laid by three honeſt 
Plain Country-men, without any of 
the Advantages, which high Birthand 
great Riches bring with them, towards 
the Execution of ſuch Popular Enter- 
prizes. They were inſpired with the _ 
| Love of their Country, animated by 
| Revenge againſt their Tyrants, and 
tenacious of their Liberty. Where 
ſuch Qualities are found, and meet 
with Opportunities of exerting them- 
ſelves, they make Patriots and Heroes, 
without the help of Birch and Fortune; 
and the People to this Day, in ho- 
nour to the Memory af their Delive 
rers, celebrate their yearly Feſtivals 
with great Gratitude ; they ſing Songs 
to theirPraiſes, and the Names of Ar- 
bold Melchtal, Wernher Stouffacher 
= and W. alter 1 * till as 2 N 
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the Doria of Genoa, a 


When the Emperor 
formed of this Reſolution, he was 
highly incenſed againſt the Smit gers, 
and reſolved to ſend an Army to ſub- 
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in their Ears, as the Brutus of Rome, 
nd the Naſſau 


of Holland. 


Albert was in- 


| due them; but all his Projects of Re- 


venge vaniſh'd by his own untimely 
Death, being kill'd ſoon after, as he 
was paſling the River Ruſs at Konigs- 
feld in Switzerland by his Nephew, 


whoſe Dutchyof Suabia he unjuſtly de- 


tained from him. This Accident was 


. very favourable to the Affairs of the 


I Three Cantons, by giving them time 


to put themſelves into a better Poſture 


of Defence: For that Emperor's Sons 
were ſo taken up, on one ſide, in Sol- 


- liciting the Imperial Crown for Fre- 


derict the eldeſt of them, and on the 
other, in revenging their Father's Death, 
that they were forc'd to leave the Can- 
tons in peace, till thoſe Diſputes were 
over. However about Seven Years 
after, towards the end ofthe Year 1315, 
the Arch-Duke Leopold Son of Albert 


drew together an Army of twenty 


Thouſand Men, in order to March in- : 
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ſign of deſtroying the Three Cantons by 
Fire and Sword. A new Pretence for 
his invading the Canton of Schwitæ, 

was a Quarrel it had witha famous Ab- 
bey calld the Virgin Mary's Hermi- 
tage Situated in that Canton, which 
being very rich, and having large Do- 
minions, frequent Diſputes aroſe be- 
tween them about the Limits of 
their Territories, which at laſt came 
to Blows. Whereupon the Abbot 
employ'd the uſual Spiritual Wea- 


pon, Excommunication ; and the 


Arch-Duke Leopold took upon him the 
Care of executing the Sentence againſt 
thoſe Enemies to the Church. With 
| this Army therefore the Arch-Duke 
 advanc'd towards them, while all the 
Force the Three Cantons could oppoſe 


to him, conſiſted only in Thirteen hun- 
dred Men; however they made up 

their want of Numbers by their Cou- 

rage, and the Prudent Diſpoſition of 


their ſmall Army. Having got No- 
tice, that the Enemy was neceſſarily 
to paſs thro” a very narrow Valley, they 


poſted ſome Men upon the Mountains 


near Morgarten, who, by rolling vaſt 5 
Numbers of Stones down upon the Ca- 
valry, wounded abundance of Men and 


Horſes, and by that Stratagem put te 
, oo. 
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whole Army into Confuſion. In the 


midſt of this Diſorder, their little Bo- 


dy attack'd the Enemy with ſo much 9 


Bravery, that the Auſtrians were in- 


tirely routed, great Numbers of them = 


flain, and the reſt drove quite out of n 


the Country; while two ſeparate Bo- 


the Cantons of 'Ory and Under wald, 
were repulſed and treated in the ſame 

Manner. Thus with an handful of 
Men did theſe three Cantons defeat a 
werſul Army; and performed in the 


dies, that attack'd at the ſame time 


tle ſuch prodigious Acts of Brave- 


ry in Defence of their Liberty, that 
there is doubtleſs no leſs Honour due 
to their Memories, than that which 


was paid to the Lacedemonians, who : 


leſs Succeſs, at the Streights of Ther- | 


mopyle. 


This Victory of Morgarten laid the 


Foundation of the Hetverick Union 
or Alliance. For the League, which 
the Three Cantons had formerly made 

for ten Years only, was upon this Oc- 


caſion converted to a perpetual one; 


into which all the Thirteen Cantons 
have ſince entred at different times, 
and upon different Occafions. And as 


they 


ſeveral 


this 
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they all then ſwore to the Obſervati- 
on of it, they from thence had the 
Name of Eyagnoſſen, a German Word, 
which ſignifies Parties to the ſame 
© Oath. Upon this Occaſion it may not 
be * to obſerve, that as this 
ſictory was gained in the Can- 
ton of Schwitz, which is the moſt con- 
ſiderable of the Three, and was chief 
q; owing to the Valour of that Cantor, 
for theſe Reaſons the other two Can- 
tons have from that Time been join'd 


Z ſignal 


to it, by the common Name of Swit- 
Sers; Which Name has ſince been 


they came into the Union. 


' communicated to all the other Can 
tons in general, and their Allies, . 


Having thus briefly deduced the 
general Hiſtory of this People down 


E to the time of their ſhaking off the Au- 

| firian Yoke, and laying the Foundati- 
on of their preſent Liberty, it is not 
to carry it on through the 
ars they have maintain'd for 
their Defence; my View was only to 


my Def 


relate as much of their Affairs, as I 


thou 


ght neceſſary to clear the way to 
:poch of their erecting themſelves 


into Cantons, that ſo I might give a 


more perfect Idea of their preſent _ 
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by tracins out the ſeveral Steps, that 
led them into the Form they are now 
caſt. Not but that their Hiſtory af- 
fords as great Examples of * 
Virtue, as any to be found among the 


Greeks or Romans. The Battle of 


Sempach for Example, where the Arch- 


5 Duke Leopold was ſlain, that of Ba- 


Sil againſt Lewis the Eleventh of 
France at that time Dauphin, the 
two Victories of Granſon and Morat 


againſt Charles the Bold Duke of Bur- 
gundy, beſides many others of leſs 


Note: Theſe Actions, I fay, would | 
| thine as bright in Hiſtory, as any the 
moſt celebrated of Antiquity, if they | 
| were to be related by Hiſtorians of e- 


= qual Talents. But I ſhall leave that | 


Task to Perſons of greater Abilities, 


and content my ſelf with marking out 


the Periods, when the Thirteen Can- 


tons enter'd into ſo ſtrong a Federal 


Union, as to compleat the Form where- 


in Switzerland ſtill exiſts, under the | 


Notion of one Common-wealth, known 


5 WW by the Name of the Hel/verick Body. = | 
After the Revolt of the Three Can- | 


tons, the Houſe of Auſtria never cea- 


| ſed, for the Space of near three hun- 1 


dred and fifty Years, to purſue their | 


——— 
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Pretenſions, and reviv'd their Attempts 
to reduce them by Force, as often as 
their other Wars would give them leave, 
or any fair Opportunity invited. 
However their Endeavours were ſo 
ſucceſsleſs, that inſtead of recovering 
the Three Cantons to their Obedience, 
cheſe on the contrary detach'd others 
I from the Houſe of Auſtria, and the 
Empire, and united them to their Bo- 
dy. Of that Number, the firſt was the 
Canton of Lucerne, which was the 
proper Dominion of the Arch- Dukes 
of Auſtria, yet entred into the Confe- 
deracy of the Three Cantons in the 
| Year 1332, and has continued ever 
ſince united to them. The next was 
 F Zarich, which became a Canton in 
1351: And tho! it came the Fifth into 
the Alliance, yet was plac'd at the 
Head upon account of its Extent and 
I Power, and has ever ſince remained 
the firſt Canton in Order. This City 
| was an Imperial one, and never made 
Part of the Dominion of the Houſe of 
| Auſtria. However upon that Occaſt- 
I on, the War broke out again between 
I the Auſtrians and the Cantons, which 
I latter invaded the County of Glaris 
I belonging to that Houſe, and after ha- - 


— 
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ving ſubdued it, received it into their 


Alliance, and erected it into a Canton 
in the ſame Year 1351. The War 
continuing, the Country of Zug, which 


©. belonged to the Houſe of 


Auſtria, followed the Example of Gla- 
ris, and in the Year 1352 was added 


. to the Number of the Cantons. About 


the latter End of the fame Year, Bere 


an Imperial City likewiſe came into 


— Alliance, and made the Eighth Can- 
| ton; and as theſe Cantons continued 


about an hundred and twenty ſive 


7 Yaprs without Reg their Num- 
-.:-- "_us they are diſtinguiſh' 


by the Name 


of the Eight Old Cantons. In 1481, 


Fribourg and Soleurre were receiv'd 
into the Number of the Cantons, the 


netter having always been an Imperial 


City, but the former was Part of the 
Demeſnes of the Houſe of Auſtria, 


- which purchaſed it | of the laſt * ount 5 


JC 
In 1501 Bazil and Schaffau/en, two | 
Imperial Cities came into the Alliance, 
and in 1513 the Country of —_— F 
gel was added to them, and compleat- | 
ed the Number of the Thirteen Can- 
tons, after having purchaſed its Li- 


deny for a Sum of Mony of the W. 


bot 
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bot and Convent of Sr. Cal, to whom 
it belonged. i 
Thus we fee, that from the time of 


the Expulſion of the Auſtrian Gover - 
nors by the Three Cantons, to that of 


the Country of Appenze/'s entring in- 


to. the Alliance, and thereby compleat- 


ing the preſent Number, above two 


Ages were ſpent; during which time, 


there were ſeveral Intervals of Peace 


between the Houſe of Auſtria and the 
ear 1474 4 
| perpetual Peace, under the Name of 
| The Hereditary Union, was conc 


Switgers ; and in the 


ded between them; wherein the 


Arch-Duke S:zg:/mund, ſirnamed the 5 


Simple, treated with them as with a 


| free People, which Treaty was after- ” i 


wards renewed and confirmed by 
the Emperor Maximilian; however 


the Houſe of Auſtria {till kept its Pre- 
tenſions on Foot, and from time to 


time renew'd its Attempts to recover 
them, as Opportunities preſented; 


3 wherein the Advantage that Houſe : 
has had of rendring the Imperial Crown 
| almoſt Hereditary, did not a little fa- 


vour its Deſigns, ſince, beſides the 


| additional Strength it brought along 
with it, the Emperors of that Race 
JJC were 


Of its Former Chap. II. 
were furniſhed with the moſt plauſible 


| Reaſons for purſuing their private Ti- 
| tle, under Pretence of recovering to 


the Empire its ancient Fiefs and De- 
pendencies, which they are obliged by 


their Capitulation with the Electors to 
endeavour. Notwithſtanding all which, 
whether the Princes of that Houſe 
thought it impracticable to reduce 
theſe Cantons to their Obedience, or 
that they have been ſo taken up with 
other more important Wars, that they 
lad not time to purſue this, or elſe, 
that their Ambition was ſo glutted by 
the great Acquilitions they have made 
ſince they came to enjoy the Imperi- 
al Throne, that they deſpiſed this 
Country: Wnichſoever of theſe may 
be the Reaſon, it is certain, that for 
above theſe hundred Years laſt paſt, 
they ſeem to have quite abandon'd all 
Thoughts of recovering it, and at laſt, 
by the Interpoſition of France and 
other States, conſented to declare 
them a Free People and independent 
of the Empire, by the Treaty of Mu- 
1 have already obſerved, that theſe 


Cantons had more long and expenſive 
Wars with the powerful Nobility and 


_Ulergy, 
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. * 
Clergy, that inhabited Switzerland, 
than with the Houſe of Auſtria itſelf. 
For as theſe Nobles on one Hand de- 
| pended on the Empire, or the Houſe 
of Auſtria, and obey'd their Motions, 
ſo on the other, they had private 
| Views of ſubduing them to increaſe 
their own Dominions; ſo that wen- 
ever the Cantons had to do with the 
| Houſe of Auſtria, they were fure of 
having the Nobility upon their Backs 
at the ſame time. And as the Nobi- 
| lity generally combined againſt the 
Cities, fo the Cities had no other 
Means left of preſerving themſelves, 
but by entring into cloſe Alliances for 
their mutual Defence: By which it 
appears, that the erecting ſo many 
_ little EE was the neceſſary 
of their common Danger, ra- 
ther than of any premeditated Scheme 
of Government, in Imitation of the 
{ Common-wealths of Greece, that com- 
' bined for their Defence againſt the 
| Kings of Per/ia. And as their confede- 
rate Arms were at firſt generally ſucceſs- 
ful, all the other Cities ſought their 
Safety, by entring into their Alliance; 
whereby they increas'd to this Num- 
ber, and acquired ſuch a Reputation, 
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could not be receiv'd as Cantons, were 
content to be admitted as Allies, and 


thought themſelves ſafe under their 
CCC V 
It would be a tedious Work to re- 
count the ſeveral Wars they waged 
with the Nobility of the Country, ſome 


| whereof were very powerful, ſuch 
as the Counts of Kybourg, of Torberg, 


of Arberg, of Gruyere, Nidaw, Thun, 
 Lentzbourg, and many others, which 
it is needleſs to name I ſhall content 
my ſelf therefore with adding, that 
the Cantons, by keeping cloſe united, 
got the better by Degrees of the great - 


3 Part of the Nobility, whoſe Fami- 


lies either became extinct by natural 
Means, or periſhed in ſo many long 
and bloody Wars; ſo that in the end 
they either bought or conquer'd moſt 
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that ſeveral of their Neighbours, who 
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of their Poſſeſſions, and by that Means 
1 5 increas'd ro the Extent and | Power -| 
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CHAP. II. 


of the Thirteen Cantons i in en . 


TAvING given an Account in 
the firſt Chapter of the Situati- 
on, Soil and Climate of this Country, 
and in the Second briefly deduced the 
Hiſtory of the People down to their 
preſent State, it ſeems neceſſary to ſay 
ſomething of each Canton in particu 
lar, before I come to treat of their 
Government, Forces and Revenues. 
But it is not my Deſign to give a De- 
' ſcription of their Cities, and of other 
_ Curioſities, which are commonly ob- 
ſerved by Travellers Many of em have 
already ſpared me that 
that I ſhall only trace, as in a Map, . 
{ ſuch Outlines, as may ſerve to diſtin- 
guiſh one from another, for the bet- 
ter underſtanding of what I ſhall here- 
| after ſay about them. 5 
The Thirteen Cantons in the Or- 
der they now ſtand, and as they take 
their Places at the General Diets, are 


E 3 | Zurich, | 


rouble; fo 
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above two Thirds of the 
_ _ Glaris, and above half of that of 4p: | 
penzel. All the reſt are Roman 
JJ. Op ones] TH 
Ong all theſe Cantons, Berne is by 
much the moſt conſiderable, both in 
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Aurich, Berne, Lucerne, Ury, 
Schwitz, Underwald, Zug, Claris, 
 Baxzil, Fribourg, Soleurre, Schaff- 

Hau ſen and Appenzel.Þ 3 
The Proteſtant Cantons are, Zurich, 
Berne, Bazil and Schaf 1. * with 


anton of 


Power and Extent, making about a 


third Part of Sit ger land, and, gene- 
nerally ſpeaking, is the moſt fruitful F 

Part of it. It is divided into two Parts, 
called the German Country, and the 


Roman or the French, ſo diſtinguiſh'd 


| by Reaſon of the different Languages 
they uſe. The latter goes commonly 
by the Name of the Pazs de Vaud, 


Which is not only the moſt fertile, 


but the moſt beautiful Part of all Swzr- 
Ser land, and was taken from the Dukes 
of Savoy in the Vear 1536. There 
are in it ſeveral Cities and Towns, 
ſuch as Lauſanne, Vevay, Morges, 

| Rolle, Nyon, Mouldon, Avanches, 
Payerne, Morat, Gran ſon and Tver- 
din, with others of leſs Note. And 
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Aarbourg, Lentzbourg, Aarau, 
Thun and others. All theſe confide- 


rable Towns are in the Canton of 
Berne; whereas in moſt of the little 
Cantons, there is no Town at all, and 
in the others ſcarce above one of any 
Note, beſides the Capital The whole 

Canton is divided into ſeventy two 

} Bailliages, which are govern'd by as 
many Bailiffs, who are Members of 


in the German Country there are, be. 
ſides Berne the Capital, 2 | 


ruck, 


the Council of Two hundred at Berne, - 


A and are changed every ſix Vears. 


The Canton of Zurich is the next 
1 in Extent and Riches. It is not half 


ſo large as Berne, but lies round and 


compact, and, Ibelieve, is richer than 

the other in Proportion to its Territo= 
ry, becauſe the People apply them- 
- ſelves more to Trade, and have eſta- 


EF bliſh'd in their Country ſeveral profita- 
ble Manufactures. The Country is divi- 


ded into twenty four Bailliages, where- : 
of Thirteen are ſo inconſiderable, 


that their Bailiffs uſually reſide in the 

_ City of Zurich, and diſpatch the little 
Buſineſs thoſe Employments give them, 
in their own Houſes. There are two 


5 mor — called Stein and Win- 


5g 88 
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terthur, which have ſo great Privile- 


ges, that the Canton of Zurich has 
little more than the bare Sovereignty, 
the People of theſe two Towns be- 
ing govern'd by their own Laws and 
 Magittrates : So that the Government 


ſends only an under-Officer there, to 
receive the Revenues paid to the So- 

vereign. There remain therefore but 

nine Bailliages of any Moment, which 
_ oblige the Bailiffs to conſtant Reſi- 


dence; but thoſe nine are conſiderable 


both for Extent of Juriſdiction, and 
the Profits annexed to their Office. 


— — The Cantons of Bazz/ and Schaf- 
bauen have ſo narrow a Diſtrict of 
Territory, that they can make but a 


ſmall F gure in the World by their . 


Arms, and therefore have applied 
tthemſelves wholly to Trade, by which 

they grow rich. Bazil is without Diſ- 
pute the fineſt City in Switzerland, 
and in my Opinion Schafhas/en the 
next. Bail had formerly a Biſhop, 
who by Degrees had annex d the Tem- 
poral Dominion to the Spiritual; but 


upon the Reformation of Religion in 


that City, he was drove out of it, and 


has ever ſince loſt his Power in the 


Canton; However he ſtill retains the 


Sove- 
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Sovereignty of a conſiderable Part of 


that Biſhoprick, and is a Prince of 


wn 


the Empire; he and the Chapter uſu- 
ally reſide at a Place called Porentru, 


from whence the Proteſtants call him 
the Biſhop of Porentru, tho' the Ca- 


tholicks continue to {tile him Biſhop 


of Bazil The Country he remains 


ſtill poſſeſs'd of, lies to the South of ; 


Alſatia, between Franche Comt? and 
the Canton of Jolewrre, the Inhabi- 


tants whereof enjoy ſo great Privile- 
ges, that he has little more than the 


dare Name of Sovereign, and the Li- 


nexed to it. For by Virtue of their 


_ Liberties, they are not only govern'd 


by their own Laws and Magiſtrates, 


but have a Right of contrad ing Alli- 


ances with other States for their De- 
fence and Protection: In purſuance 


| whereof, thoſe of his Subjects that 


are ofthe Reformed Religion, particu- 


_ larly the Inhabitants of Munſterthal, 

are in Alliance with the Canton of 
Berne, and under its immediate Pro- 
tection; of which I ſaw an Inſtance in 
the beginning of the Year 1706, when 
the Biſhop endeavoured to introduce 
ſome Innovations, in order to enlarge 


4 


4 
ö 
1 
? 
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his Authority beyond the Laws, 
whereof the People of Munſterthal 
 complain'd to the Canton of Berne, 
and demanded Succour of them; up- 
on which they immediately march'd 
four thouſand Men to their Relief, re- 
inſtated them in their former Rights, 
in ſpight of the Biſhop, and then re- F 
turn'd home. How fingular ſoever 
this Practice may appear in other Coun- 


tries, of allowing the Subjects of one 


Prince or State to live in Alliance with, 
or under the Protection of another: ; 
yet is very common in Switzerland, 


and is no more than is neceſſary i in the 


-_ * have but four or five Bailliages 

| each, and thoſe very inconſiderable; 
ſo that their chief Strength confiſts 1 in 
the Riches of their Cities. 


preſent Caſe, For if the Subjects of 

| Porentru had been left to the Mercy 

of their Biſhops, there had been an 
End long ago of their Religion and 
Liberties. 


The Cantons of Monit and Schaff. - 


Of the Catholick Cantons, a 


Fribourg and Soleurre are the moſt 


powerful: the firſt in the Extent of | 
its Territory, and the two others in 
© Goodneſs of their ol tho” that of 


Soleurre 1 
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Foleurre is much the better. The 


Capitals of theſe three Cantons are 


no unbandſome Cities, whereof So- 


leurre is the uſual Place of Reſidence 
of the French Ambaſſadors, as Lucerne 
is of thoſe of Spain, and ofthe Pope's. 
Nuntio. Lucerne is not ſo big as the 
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Canton of Zurich, and is far from 


being ſo fruitful, for it produces 


no Wine, and not Corn enough 
for its Inhabitants, ſo that they are 


forced to buy both of their Neigh- 
bours. Soleurre and Fribourg yield 
Corn enough, but no Wine, tho? they 


ſupply themſelves with it at an e- : 


| fie Price from the Pais de Vaud and 


5  Neufthatel. Lucerne has ſixteen Bail- * 
liages, Fribourg Fifteen, and Soleurre 
Ten; which are, generally ſpeaking, 


more profitable than thoſe of the we 
former; however none of them come | 
near the good Ones of the Canton of | 


Berne. 


The other ſix Cantons, Ury, Schwitæ, 
Du derwald, Zug, Glaris and Appen- 


el, are commonly called the Little 


Cantons, and have nothing in them 
worthy Obſervation, there being not 


ſo much as a walled Town in any of 


= 
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them, tho' Altorff, Zug and Schwits I 
are 1 


etty Villages. ji 
e whole Canton of Ury conſiſts 


but of one Valley, reaching from A. 
tor f to the Foot of Mount Sr. Godard, 


through which Valley runs the River 


| Ruſs, and often overflows a good Part 
of it. It produces no Wine, and ve- 


* little Corn in Proportion to the 


ants of the Inhabitants; however 


their Mountains furniſh them with 
Paſture for great Numbers of Cattle, 


1 by the Sale of which in 1:4, they are 


| ____ enabled to buy both inſufficient Quan- 
tities. Ir has bur one Bailliage belong- 
ing to it, and that a p 
zs it is the great 
Merchandize between Switzerland 
and Italy, they raiſe ſome Mony by 


horoughfare of 


tte Duties impoſed on the Goods that 


aſs thro* their Country. : 
The Canton of Schwrrzis very moun- 


tiainous, ſo that the beſt part of it 
conſiſts only of two or three narrow 


Vallies, much of the ſame Nature as 
that of UVry. It has but three Baillia- 


ges, and thoſe of very indifferent Re- : 


; venue. 


Canton as Sehwitz, both as to Extent 


Vnderwald IS much ſuch * 


r one; tho, 


cContributes but little to the Stren 
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and Soil. There are init but eight good 
Villages, and no Bailliage; ſo this 


Canton, which is very m untainous, 


or Beauty of Switzerland. 
The Canton of 4 is a very ſmall 
one, but much more 


=y 
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ruitful than the 


Three former. It produces both Corn 


and Wine enough for its Inhabitants, 
and has Six Bailliages, tho? of little ins- 
come. The Village or Town of Zug 


is reckon d the neateſt of any in the 


little Cantons. 


| That of Glaris conſiſts of one large 
| Valley,whereof the chief Village gives 
Name to the Canton. This Valley af. 
fords Corn, and the Mountains Pa- 


ſture ſor Cattle: Other Neceſſaries 


the Inhabitants are forced to buy of 
their Neighbours. It has one pretty 
| cx Bailliage, and by a particular 
Treaty of Comburgerſhip, is Co-Arbi- 
trator in Conjunction with the Can- 
ton of Schwitz upon any Differences, 


that may ariſe between the Abbot of 


It. Gal, and his Subjects of Tockes- 


| bourg. 


—_ Mppenzel is the laſt Canton as well 
in Rank as in Goodneſs, conſiſting of 
FU 
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Inhabitants live chiefly upon Milk and 
| Cheeſe. They are reckon'd the rough- 
eſt People of Switzerland, and enjoy 

ſo few Comforts of Life at home, that 
the better ſort of them uſe their ut- 

moſtEndeavours, to eſtabliſh themſelves 
in ſome foreign Service. I have al- 
ready obſerved, that their Country 
formerly belonged to the Abbots of 
Jet. Cal, of whom they bought their 
Liberty; ſo I ſhall only add, that it is 


ſiaid to have taken its Name from a 


Cloell built at Appenzel by one of the 
ER | Abbots, to which he and his Succeſ- 
ſiors uſed often to retire at Times of 


1 5 Devotion, and ſtill bears the Name in | 


HFaving thus run over the Thirteen 


' Camtons with all poſſible Brevity, it 


may not be amiſs, before I conclude 
tzhis Chapter, to touch upon the Coun- 


tries or Bailliages which belong to them 
all, or to ſeveral of them in Common, 
becauſe they were conquered by their 
united Arms, in their Wars againſt 
the Houſe of Auſtria and others. 
The Common Bailliages are theſe. 


Nine; the County of Baden, the Frey- 


| Ambter, or Free Villages, as they are 
: | called, The Counties of Tur. 89VYz Jar „ 


— => 
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: gant æ and Rhzntal, and the Four Ira- = 
lian Bailliages, Lugano, Locarno, Men- 
Arriſio and Valmadia; beſides which, 


there are three Cities without Terri ” 


tory, call'd Bremgarten, 2 


1 A an Rapperſchwyl 
The County of Baden was conquer- 


cd from the Houſe N by the 


Eight Old Cantons i 


rz. It is as 
large as ſome of the little Cantons, and 


of a better Soil. The Capital City, 


from whence it takes its Name, is re- 
markable for nothing but the hot Baths 
there, and for being the Place of Re- 
ſidence of the Emperor's Ambaſſadors: 
Tho' now it will grow more famous 

on Account of the Congreſs held there, 
for the Treating of the Peace between 
the Empire and France. The Inhabi- „ 


tants are all Roman Catholicks. 


Turgovy is a Province of no ſmall : 


| Extent, whereof Frauenfeld is the Ca- 


pital. It was taken from the Houſe 
of Auſtria at the ſame time as Baden. 

by the United Arms of the Seven Old 
Cantons. The Inhabitants are moſt of = 


” them Proteſtants. 


Sargant is a County Situated up- 


on the Frontiers of the Griſons, of jo 
5 great EINE of Revenue > Fa 
” * „ 
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boug nt by the Seven Old Cantons of 
the falt Count of its Name in 1483, and 


has continued under their Sovereignty 


ever ſince. The Inhabitants are all 


| Roman Catholicks except one Com- 


munity. 


The Frey Anbter, or Free Bailliages 


„ but a ſmall Diſtrict, which 
went former ander the Name of the 
County of Rore, and was taken from 


0 the Houſe of Auſtria, at the ſame time 


as the County of Baden, by the Seven 
Old Cantons. The Inhabitants are all 
5 a Roman Catholicks. : 


 Rhantal, a narrow County, extend- 


jr ing it ſelf along the Rhine, before it 


enters into the Lake of Conſtance, was 
likewiſe taken from the Houſe of Au- 
ſtria by the Seven Ild Cantons, about 
the ſame time as the former; but as | 


the Canton of Appenzel had ſome Pre- : 
tenſions to it, it was therefore, when 
it became a Canton, admitted into a 


| ſhare of the Sovereignty. Above two 


thirds of the Inhabitants are Proteſt- 


ants. 


Of the three Cities, Mellinghenand 
Bremgarten are Situated within the 
Circumference of the County of Ba- 


- and the Three „ but have 


20 8 
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no Dependence on them, being go- 


vern'd by their own Laws and Magi- 


ſtrates, tho*under the ſame Sovereign, 


and taken at the ſame time. 


of Zurich, at the end of the long 
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from the Houſe of Auſtria by the 


Cantons of Dry, Schwitz, Under- 


Wald and Glaris in the Year 1458. 


The Four Italian Bailliages, Lugano, 
Locarno, Mendriſis and Valmadia are 
ſituated onthe Italian fide of the Alps, 
and made tormerly Part of the Dutchy 
of Milan; but were diſmember'd from 


it by the Duke Maximilian Sforza, 
and hy him given to the Switzers in 


the Vear 1513, as a Reward of the . | 


Services they had done him in his : 


Twelve Cantons, that of Appenzet. 


having no ſhare in them, becauſe it 


was not received into the Alliance s 


Theſe four Bailliages reach ſeveral 


Leagues in extent, and partake ofthe 
warm Climate of 1taly, tho the Coun- 
try be Mountainous. The two firſt 
are conſiderable Cities, and all enjoy 


| fogreatP * are oflit- 
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tle Benefit to their Sovereigns, or to 


the Governors they ſend thither. They 


are all Roman Catholicks, and fo rigid, 
that when a Proteſtant Canton ſends 


a Governor there in its turn of that 


Religion, he is not allowed to have 
the Exerciſe of it even in his own | 
Houſe. ZZ.. 0h OR IE AS- 
There are three other Bailliages in 
Traly ſituated near thefe, call FO 
 linzona, Valbruna and Riviera, which 
are ſubject in common to the three 
Cantons of Ury, Schwit , and Under- F 
wala, by whom they were taken in 
Wr from the Dukes of Milan, andthe | 
Sovereignty of them yielded by Trea- | 
ty in 1516; ever ſince which time they 
2 remain'd in quiet Poſſeſſton of 
PE PUTT RI 
I That I may omit nothing worth men- 
ttioning, I will juſt name the little Ba- 
rony of Alt-Sax belonging to the Can- 
ton of Zurich, and the County of Ver- 
denberg to that of Glaris, both ſitu- 
ated upon the Borders of the Rhze, 
| before it falls into the Lake of C- 
ſtance. Beſides which there is a Bail- 
| hage called Gaſferen belonging to 
__ Schwitz and Glaris, lying between the 


Bel- 


Lakes 


the Borders of the River Lina. 


Ibere are alſo Four Conſiderable 


Bailliages in the Pais de Vaud, belong- 


ing jointly to Berne and * 1 . 

FF Ccaule they were taken by the United 
Arms of thoſe Two Cantons, at the 
time that all that Country was con- 
quered from the Houſe of Sevoy. They 

are Morat, Granſon, Echalens and 
| FdIchwartzenborrg, to which Govern- 

ments each Canton ſends its Bailiffe 
|  alternatelyevery five Years: Wherein 
| It is obſervable, that when the Bab 
ülff is of one Canton, he is ſolely under 

'F the Direction and Sovereignty of the 

bother, during the time of his Govern 

ment in any of thoſe Four Bailliages. 

Ir is to be obſerved, that the War, 

which broke out in 1712, between the 

Cantons of Zurich and Berne on one 

Part, and Lucerne, U, Schwitz, U- 

| derwald and Zug on the other, has 

made conſiderable Changes in the Pro- 

5 ol of the common Bailliages. For 

dy the Treaty of Peace, which ended 
that War, the whole County of Baden, 

| half of the Free Bailliages, including 
particularly the Cities of Bremgarten 

and Ae were yielded 
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Lakes of Zurich and Wallenſſat, on 


: 

| 

| 

; 
1 
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the two Proteſtant Cantons, reſerv- 
ing to that of G.aris its ſhare in the 
| Sovereignty of them, becauſe it had 
no part in the Quarrel. Beſides which, 
the Canton of Berne was admitted to 
a ſhare in the Sovereignty of Turgo- 
vy, Sargantsz, Rhintal, and the other 
4 Half of Fike Free Bailliages, of which it 
lad no part before that War, becauſe 
none of their Troops aſſiſted at the 8 
. Conqueſt of them. 7 


All theſe common Bailliages are go- 


verned by ſo many Bailiffs, who are 
Choſen by the reſpective Cantons that 
are Co-Soveraigns, each Canton in 
dais turn, and are changed ſome every 
Five, and others every Six Years; 
wherein it is to be obſerved, that the 
Bailiffs are not zcoountable for their 
Adminiſtration to the Canton which 

choſe them, but to all the Cantons 1 in 

. — A e 
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hk Thirteen Cantons are {6 
I many Common-wealths tho? 
there be a Difference in their Forms 


of Government. Seven of them are 


of the Ariſtocratical Kind, and Six 
of the Democratical. The Seven A- 
riſtocratical are Zurich, Berne, La- 


| cerne, Bail, Fribourg, Soleurre and 


| Schaffhauſen. The other Six are be- = | 


mocratical. This Difference in their 


| Government, ſeems to be the Effect 
of the State each happen'd to be in, 
before they were erected into Cantons. 


For as the Seven Firſt conſiſted each 


of One City only, or with little Ter- 


5 ritory belonging to them, the whole = 


Government was naturally lodged a= 
mong the Citizens, and being once 


_ . confined to their Body, it of Courſe 
continued ſo, notwithſtanding 
great Acquiſitions of Territory they 


the 


this Di 
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have ſince made; whereas the Six De- 


mocratical Cantons having no Cities, 
nor any Villages, that could claim any 
Preheminence above the others, the 
Country was divided into Communi- 
ties; and each Community having an 
equal Right and Pretence to the So- 
vereign Power, they could not well 
avoid ſharing it, and conſequently fall- 
ing fnto a Popular Frame. But what⸗ 
ever my ave been the Occaſion of 
erence in their Forms, I ſhall 
| wave that Enquiry, and proceed to 
give an Account of the Government 
of the Seven with Cities, and 


| There is yet a Subdiviſion to be | 
made of theſe Seven with Cities. For 
_ tho? they be all equally Ariſtocratical, F 
in relation to the Subjects, that are 
not Citizens, or Freemen of the Ca- | 
pital of each Canton, becauſe none but 
ſuch Citizens are capable of having a- 
my ſhare in the Government; yet in 
relation to the Citizens themſelves, 
there is a difference among them. For 
in the Cantons of Zurich, Bagil and 
Schaf bauſen, the meaner ſort of Ci- 
tixens, and Companies of Tradeſmen, 
wo are divided into Tribes, have their 


„ after- 
Wards of the Six others. 


de e e e eee ee 
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part of the Government, and are e- 


Little Council conſiſting of Twenty 


Seven, with a leſs Number of the moſt. 
_ conſiderable Members of the Great 


ſeQted by their Tribes into the Sove- 
reign Council; but in thoſe of Berne, 
Lucerne, Fribourg and Soleurre, the 


* 


One joyn'd to them, have the ſole 


Right of filling up Vacancies in the 
Sovereign Council, when they happen; 
and as thoſe Perſons always chuſe their 
Relations and Friends, to ſupply theſe 
Vacancies, the Common Trades-men 
and Citizens are by that Method, al- 
moſt excluded from having any Share 


in the Sovereign Power, as will be 


| better underſtood, when I come to 
take the Governments to Pieces. Ho . 

ever, as the Difference in the Frames, 

between thoſe Cities that are divided 
into Tribes, and the others, is not 


very eſſential, I ſhall be very partic. 
lar in my Account of the Government 


| of Berne, and content my ſelf with 
taking Notice, asI proceed, of any Ma- 
terial Point, wherein the others dif- 


The Sovereign Power of the Can? 
ton of Berne is lodged in the Great 
Council, which, when it is compleat, 
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cConſiſts of Two hundred and Ninety 
Nine; but becauſe near the Number of 
=_ Nine are generally abſent upon 
their B | 
cidents, there are ſeldom more than 
Two hundred aſſembled at a time, it 
goes by the Name ofthe Council of Two 
Hundred. This Council makes Peace, 
War and Alliances, diſpoſes of the 
Publick "Treaſure, and of all Civil Em- 
 ployments of Conſequence, and in 
hort does all other Acts of abſolute. 
EE 
Out of this Council is drawn ano- 
ther, that is call d The Senate, or Lit- 
tle Council, conſiſting of Twenty Se- 
ven Perſons, including the two Chiefs 
call'd Aveyerg, who preſide in bot 
Councils yearly by turns. The Mem- 
bers of this Council are properly called 
Senators or Counſellors, whereof the 
two Youngeſt have the additional Ti- 
tle of Secret Councellors: They are | 
Guardians of the Peoples Liberty, and 
reſemble in their Office the Tribune of | 
the People in the Commonwealth of 
Nome: By virtue of which, they have a 
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ailliages, and that by other Ac- 


Power of convoking the Great Council, 
whenever they find any Matter propo- 


„ Deſign carried on, which they 
think may be prejudicial to the Rights 
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or whenever they may think it neceſſa- 
for other Reaſons. 


* This Little Senate meets every Day 
except Sundays, and is entruſted with 
the Diſpatch of the ordinary Affairs 


and Liberties of the People or Citizens, 


of the Government; whereas ne 


Great Council aſſembles but twice a 
Week, unleſs upon ſome extraordina- 
ry Occaſions. This Senate has indeed 
| ſome — Prerogatives annexed to 
ndent of the Great Council; 
1 nd — the reſt, the Diſpoſal of = 
Eccleſiaſtical Preferments, beſides 
ſome Civil Employments. However, 


to diftinguiſh rightly between the Fun- 


Ciions of the Two Councils, one may 


ſay, in a limited Senſe, that the Great : 


one has the Legiſlative Power, and the Es 


Little one the Executive, except when 


new unpreſidented Caſes fall out. 


' | have already taken Notice, that : 
the Senators are drawn out of the 


Great Council, and take their Places 
in it whenever it meets; of which 


they are alſo Members; ſo that the de- 


|  nateisloſtin the Great Council, and has 
no Exiſtence while that is aſſembled. : 
As to the Right of Electing the 


Members of the Great and LittleCoun- 


| cil, OY 


» 
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cil, it is lodged wholly among them- 
ſelves, and they chuſe one another: 
That is to ſay, the Great Council chu- 
ſes out of its own Body a new Counſel- 
lor or Senator, when aVacancy happens, 
with this Reſtriction, that neither Fa- 
1 ther and Son, nor two Brothers can 
1 be of the Little Council at the ſame 
Ra time; and on the contrary, the Senate, 
with the Addition of Sixteen Mem- 
=” bers of the Great Council, fills up all 
ll the Vacancies of that Council. The 
i Vacancies that happen in the Senate, 
are filled up as ſoon as the deceas'd 
Senator is buried, becauſe it is ne - 
ceſſary that Council ſhould be always 
compleat; but in the Great one they 
ſtay, 'till there are fourſcore or an 
hundred empty Places, before they 
 ___ makea new Promotion, which ordina- 
rily does not happen in leſs than nine 
or ten Years The Reaſon commonly 
given for this Delay is, that they may 
i! | have an Opportunity of contenting at 
= the ſame time, a great Number of Pre- 
| = tenders ;but the true one is, that the re- 


maining Members of the Great Coun- 
j cil may have the fewer Competitors in 
| their Pretenſions to their Bailliages | 
3 and Employments, ſince none but 
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| Members of that Council are qualified 


for any Place of Traſt * 
The Sixteen Members of the Great 


Council, that are join'd to the Senate 
upon a new Promotion, are called 
| SerZemiers from their Number, and 
| are choſen out of the old Bailiffs, that 
15, ſuch as have paſs'd their Term of 


75 


Years in ſome Bailliage or Govern- 


ment: But that I may give aclearer 
Idea of the Riſe and Function of the 

| Serzemers, it will be neceſſary to make 
(qa Wwe IE 20 

In the City of Berne, there are 
Twelve Societies, or Companies of _ 
| Tradeſmen, which they call Abbeys, 

| four Great ones, and eight Leſs In 
one of theſe Companies, every Citi- 
zen, be he Gentleman or Tradeſman, 
muſt enrol himſelf, ſince no Body, that 
is not a Member of one of them, is 
| qualify'd to be of the Council of Tw 

| Hundred, or capable of any other 
Employment of Truſt. Every one of 
theſe Abbeys has its Head or Chief, 


which they call Seizenier; the Great 


Abbeys have each of them Two, and 
the Leſs one, which makes the Num- 


ber Sixteen. Theſe Se2izeniers muſt 


de Members of the Abbey for which 


r 
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they ſerve, and, as I have already ob- 
ſerved, are choſen out of the Number 
of old Bailiffs, that are in the Council of 


Tuo Hundred, and that have no Em- 


ployment. So that when new J2:ze- 
#iers are to be choſen, all the old Bai- 


liffs meet at their ſeveral Abbeys, 
ubere the Seizenters are Elected, not 
by Plurality of Voices, but by Lot; for 
as many Balls are put irto a Bag, as 
there are Pretenders to thoſe Poſts; 
one of them Gold, and the reſt Silver; 
and he that gets the golden Ball, is the 


Seizenier. The fame Practice is uſed 


at all the Abbeys in the Elections of 
 Serzemiers, who are uſually choſen juſt 
before the Vacancies in the Great Coun- 
Cin are filled up, and continue in their 
Poſts 'till another Promotion is made, 
which, as [I have already obſerved, hap- 
pens but once in nine or ten Years. 
Hheſides the Right, that theſe Sezze- 
mers have of filling up the Vacancies 
in the Great C ouncil, in Conjunction 
with the Members of the Senate, they 
are inveſted with ſome great and pe- 
culiar Prerogatives. For they are pro- 
perly the Repreſentatives of the Citi- 


zens in the Great Council; whereof 


each is obliged to take care, that no- 


thing 
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thing paſs there to the Prejudice of 
his Company or Abbey; and they are 
not only the Repreſentatives of the 
City, but in ſome fort the Guardians 


of the whole State: For they have 
the ſole Right of making Repreſenta- 
tions to the Council, of any Grie- 
vances the Citizens labour under, and 
of propoſing ſuch new Laws, as they 
think may be beneficial, or of aboliſh- 
ing ſuch old Ones, as they con- 
ceive to be prejudicial to the Publick 
o in general, or to their Abbeys in par- 
ticular. Nay they are for a little while 
the ſole Sovereigns in being, in Con- 
junction with the Four Banderets; for 
during three Days before Eaſer every 
Year, all other Employments in the 
State ceaſe, and they are then im- 
powered to enquire into the Behavi- 
our of every Member of the State, and 
deprive him of his Employment, or 
Place in the Great Council or Senate, 


”y 


if they ſee Cauſe; but this is a Power 


they uſe very ſparingly; ſo that each 
is of Courſe confirm'd in his Poſt on 


Eaſter Monday, unleſs any of them 


ſhould be found guilty of ſome very 


| notorious Crime. It is true indeed, 
that the Four Baxderets and Sei zeni- 
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ers cannot expell a Member of ti 
Great Council, unleſs their Sentence 


be confirmed by that Council; but for 

a Senator, they expel him, when they 
ſee Cauſe, without Appeal or Remedy. 
Having thusexplain'd the Functions 
of the Jezzenzers, I ſhall continue to 
relate the manner of filling up 
cancies in the Great Council 
I have already faid, that the Electors 
are the Members of the Senate, and 
the Sixteen Seigeniers, to whom ll 
the Candidates make their Court and 
Application. Every one of theſe K. 
lectors has the Liberty of naming one 
Member, andthe two Avoyers two a- 
piece. The Chancellor and the Gref. 
tier are likewiſe allowed to name one 
each; beſides which, the Commiſſa 
General, with ſome others, pretend 
to a Right of being Elected by vertue 
of their Offices, and generally are 
ſo; by which Means, there are always 
about fifty ſure of being Elected; the 
reſt of thePretenders take their Chance, 
aland are choſen by the Plurality of 
Voices. There are but two Conditions 
required to 

is, that he be a Citizen of Berne, of 
ſome Abbey; and the other, that — 


the Va. 


qualifie a Pretender; one 
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be at leaſt entred into his Thirtieth 

Year; wherein they are ſo ſtrict, that 

a Gentleman of a good Family was 

excluded from the laſt Promotion, 

becauſe he wanted Three Days of the 

Age required; as on the other Hand, 
| ſeveral have not only fail'd in their 
Fretenſicns to the Great Council, but 
even loſt, for them and their Heirs 
for ever, the Right of Burgerſhip, for 
having omitted thro' Negligence, to 
enger themſelves of ſome Abbey. 
The uſual Cuftom is, for every F- 
leor to give his Nomination to his 
eldeſt Son, if he be qualify'd; if not, 
he is ſure of marryinga Daughter, bb 
giving it to the Perſon that marries her, 
which often ſerves inſtead of a Porti- 
on. Upon this Occaſion it is pleaſant 
enough to ſee, what Numbers of paſ- 
ſionate Lovers ſtart up in three or four 

Days time; for there is no greater Di- 

ſtance between the Choice of the Sei- 
Zeniers, and the Election of the new 

Members. The firſt Viſits that a new 
Sei genier receives, as ſoon as hereturns 

home from his Election, are ſure to 

be from Lovers, that demand his 
Daughter in Marriage, if there be no 
Son in the way; in which Caſe, the 


3 
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Marriage, or at leaſt the Promiſe of it, 


is as ſudden asthe Paſſion of the Lo- 
ver: For the Seizenter chuſes ſuch of 
the Lovers, as he and his Daughter 


like beſt, and immediately engages 


bim in a Promife of Marriage, leaſt 
| he ſhould not keep his Word after his 
Nomination; ſo that it ſometimes hap- 
px that the firſt Words, which a 


over and his Miſtreſs ever exchange, 


are a Marriage Contract. However, 
as there is no Fortune to be made ij 
the Republick without being of t 
Great Council, and conſidering — 
a Man makes but a poor Figure there, 
who is not a Member of it, the Gen- 


tlemen, that are the richeſt and of the 
| beſt Families, are glad to get into it 


by that way, when they cannot ſuc- 
_ eced by any other, and are often con- 


dent ro take that Nomination in len 
of a Portion. 


This is the uſual Method of filling up 


= Vacancies in the Great Council; 
whereby it appears, that the Electors 


not only. favour their own Relations in 
their Nominations, but alſo agree a- 
mong themſelves to ſerve one anothers 
Friends, in the Choice of the others, 

i chat c come in * TRIP of Voices. 
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By which Means the whole Govern. 
ment mult neceſſarily be lodged in a 
few Families, and the Bulk of the or- 
dinary Citizens be excluded from a 
Share in it, unleſs any of them can 
get in, as it ſometimes happens, either 
by the Plurality of Voices, or by mar- 
rying an Elector's Daughter. I ſay no- 
thing of the Inhabitants of the reſt of 
the Canton; for I have already taken 
Notice, that they are all formally ex- 
| cluded from being of the Great Coun- 
cil, and conſequently from holding a- 
ny Employment of Truſt, as not be- 
= oj 7 ne 
The ſame Practice is obſerved in the 
Elections of the Great and Little 
Council of Lucerne, Fribourg and So. 
leurre; at leaſt there is no eſſential 
Difference, that deſerves a particular 


Remark, except that the Great Coun- 


cil of Lucerne conſiſts but of an hun- 
dred Perſons, and the Little one or Se- 
nate of thirty five; but in thoſe of Zu- 
rich, Bazil and Schaf hauſen the Me- 
thod is ſo different, that it ſeems ne- 
% __'* nd 
| Thoſe three Cities are divided each 
of them into Twelve or more Tribes, to 
one of which every — belongs, as 


w 
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to the Abbeys in Berne. And each of 
theſe Tribes has its Quota of the 
Members of the Great and Little Coun- 
cil, as at Zurich; for Example, if I 
' miſtake not, each Tribe has Twelve 
Members in the Great Council, and 
Four in the Little one, which Num- | 
ber is always kept Compleat, and the 
Vacancies are immediately filled up; 
but in ſupplying choſe Vacancies, the 


Ariſtocratical Genius has again pre- 
voailed, tho” but lately, and by Abuſe, 
not by Inſtitution. For upon the Death 


ofa Member of any Tribe in the Great 
or Little Council, the Right of chu- 
ſing his Succeſſor, inſtead of returning 
tothe whole Tribe, remains in the ſurvi- 
ving Fifteen Members of it, that are in 
the two Councils, who are at Liberty to 
cChuſe whom they pleaſe, provided he 
be one of their own Tribe; by which 


Means they have deprived their Prin- 


1 5 ms of the Right of chuſing their 


epreſentatives in both Councils. 
"here is another Difference like- 


wit in their Senate. For as that of 
Berne conſiſts but of Twenty five, be- 
ſides the two Chiefs; thoſe of theſe three 
Cities conſiſt of Fifty, beſides their 
5 08 Ces whichare calle Bu Wales er- 


ſters, 
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Maſters, tho? but half of them are in 


Office at a time; ſo that each half go- 


verns by turns, and is changed every 


8; 


ſix Months, except in matters of ju- 


dicature: In which caſes the whole 
number of Fifty is aſſembled, and e- 


very one has an equal Vote. Nay at 


other times, for the diſpatch of ordi- :- 
_ nary Buſineſs, the Fifty are uſually af- 


ſembled ; but thoſe that are out of Of. 


fte, aſſiſt only for Information of what 


paſſes, and have no Voices. 


Theſe two arc the chief Points, ; 


wherein the Government of theſe 
Three Cities differs from that of Berne: 


So that l ſhall content my ſelf with hav- 
ing taken Notice of them, and proceed 
in my Account of the Government of Fo 


Berne. 


I have rd Wes, that the So- 


vereignty of this Canton reſides in the 


Great Council of Two hundred, and 
that the Little Council or Senate is 
charged with the Diſpatch of the ordi- 
nauary Affairs of it; ſo I ſhall paſs on to 


the chief Officers and Magiſtrates of 


SH this Common-wealth. EE 
The two Chiefs that are at the Head 


of the Government, are called Auey- 


- _ in | Fs and a =: 
> Ger- 
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German. Their Employments are for 


Life, but they exerciſe them annually 
by turns; whereof he, that is in Of- 
fice, is called the Reigning Avoyer, 
who preſides both in the Great and 
Little Council, propoſes the Matters 
that are to be Debated there, keeps 
the Seals that are put to all Publick 
Ns and Inflruments, and in ſhort is 
the Principal Magiſtrate, to whom all 
Perſons apply themſelves, that have 
any Buſineſs to paſs in either Council. 
The other Avoyer, that is out of Office, 
Iiis only the firſt Senator in rank, till 
the Year be expired; then he takes 
the Seals of the other, and is reigning 
Avoyer in his turn. Theſe Poſts are 
mämiightily coveted, by reaſon of the 
Rank they give thoſe that poſleſs FÞ 
them, as well as for the Influence | 
they have in the Management of all Pub- 
lick Affairs, which gives them frequent 
Opportunities of doing good or harm 
to great numbers of Perſons, tho” they 
are otherwiſe fo little profitable, at 
leaſt to Men of Integrity, that who- 
ever ſhould farm one of them at a Thou- | 
ſand Crowns a Year, would loſe by | 


the Bargain. ; $ | 
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The Employments next in rank, are 
thoſe of the Four Banderets, fo called 
the Standard-Bearers of 
the City, which is divided into Four 
Quarters or Wards, whereof each has 
its Standard-Bearer, Theſe Poſts are 
always given to Senators of the firſt 
Rank, becauſe they are very honoura- 
ble and for Life, but ſcarce worth an 
hundred Pounds a Year. The Ban- © 
derets were formerly of much greater 

Numed 5 


from being 


Authority, and had in Effect a 


* 


to themſelves the whole Government 


of the Commonwealth: For they, to-= 
gether with the Sixteen Seigeniers, 


created all the Members of the Great 


Council; and as they had the Nomina- 
tion even of the Sezzenzers, one may 


ſay the Banderets alone filled up the 
Great Council, and had conſequently 


all the Members Votes at their Com- 
mand. Bur the Citizens finding this 

exceſſive Power of the Banderets tend- : 
ed to Olzgarchy, began to clip their 
Wings, by taking from them firſt the 


Nomination of the Serzenters; and 


have ſince by Degrees ſo retrench d 
their other Prerogatives, that they are 
now deprived of all Power, that may 


be dangerous to the Publick Liberty. 5 


— — 
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Next in order come the Two Trea- 


ſurers, One called Treaſurer of the 
German Country, and t' other of the 
| Roman, or Pais de V. aud. Their Bu- 
ſimneſs is to receive the Revenues of the 
Sovereign, each in his Diſtrict. Theſe 
Employmen laſt but Six Vears; but 
they are reckoned the beſt of the State, 
ſince thoſe hat have the Management 
of the Publik Mony, always find 
Ways of inriching themſelves in ſpight 


5 of the beſt Regulations. 


| Theſe Fight are the chief Employ- 


ments of the Commonwealth, and are 
always given to Senators, as Rewards of 
ttudeir long and faithful Services; to 
Which | may add one more of Conſi- 
deration, which muſt likewiſe be held 


by a Senator, and that is the Superin- 
tendant of the Publick Buildings. All 


tzde other Officers of the Common- 
Wealth, ſuch as the Chancellor, the 

: Greffier, the Commiſſary, with many 
others not neceſſary to be ſpecify'd, 

are uſually enjoy'd by Members o the 


Great Council, and ſome inferior Ones 


by Citizens that are not of it; but it 
very rarely happens, that any Citizen, 


wo is not of the Great Council, can 


get any Em — of 1 Profit, 
: _ We F _ Hav- 
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| Having ſaid what ſeemsneceſſary of 
the Government, and chief Magittrates 


in the Capital, | paſs on to thoſe in the 
reſt of the Country. The whole Can- 
ton of Berne is divided into Seventy | 
two Bailliages, which are govern'd by 
ſo many Bailiffs, who are Members of 
the Great Council, and are chang- 
ed every fix Years. Theſe Bailiffls 
have the chief Direction, each in his 
Diſtrict, both of Civil and Military 
Affairs; each is the General of the Mi- 
litia of his Province, and the Supreme 
Judge both in Civil and Criminal 
Cauſes. They are indeed aſſiſted by 
| others of the Bailliage in their Courts 
of Juſtice, but the 
Power of pronouncing Sentence, as he 
thinks fit; tho' in criminal Cauſes where 
Life is concern'd, his Sentence muſt 
be confirmed by the Great Council, 
before it can be Executed; and in ci- 
vil Ones, there lies an Appeal in Cauſes 
beyond a certain Value; for which 
purpoſe there are always reſiding at 
Berne, Iwo Courts of Appeals, One 
for the German Country, and the o- 
ther for the Pais de Vaud. Nay in 
the German Country, by a particular 
Privilege, there lies an Appeal from the 


„„ 1 Court 


ailiff has the fole 
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Court of Appeals it ſelf to the Great 
Council; but thoſe of the Pais de Vaud 
have not the ſameLibertyallow'd them, 
becauſe, as they are naturally very litigi- 


ous, they would take up too much of the 


Council's time in hearing their Cauſes. 


Theſe Bailliages are all of them Pro- 


fjjtable, and ſome of them ſo conſide- 
rable, that the Bailiffs may live ſplen- 


didly during the Six Years of their 


Government, and yet put in their 
Pockets Five and twenty, or Thirty 
Thouſand Crowns, which is a great 

Saum in a Country, where the Law 
retrenches all Superfluities in Equi- 
page, Apparel and Furniture, and 

where OEconomy is fo well un- 
derſtood and practiſed. As theſe 
|  Bailliages are the chief Employments, 
by which Men can make their For- 
tunes in this Country, ſo all their Views 
and Deſigns are turned that way. For- 
merly every Man, from his firſt en- 
tring into the Great Council, began 

to take the Meaſures he thought moſt 

: E to procure him the Bailliage 


aimed at, and made his Court to 


thoſe Members of it, who had the 


greateſt Credit and Authority, even to 


5 the Sacrificing | his own Opinion to 


_ theirs 
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theirs in the Debates on Publick Matters, , 


that had no Relation to their particu- 


Jar Intereſt. The Reaſon that obliged 
the Competitors for Bailliages, to pax 
ſo much Regard and Complaiſance to 
the Leading-Men, was the manner of 
diſtributing the Bailliages by open 
Votes; by which Practice 4 * 
— 


knew for whom each Member 


and thoſe who did not Vote for ſuch, 
as were favoured and promoted by the 
Men moſt in Credit, were ſure toſuf- 
fer for it, and to find thoſe Men a» -Þ 
gainſt them, when they came to pre- 
dend to any Bailliage for themſelvesin 
their turn. This Method being found 


to have great Influence on the Publick 
Affairs, and to produce very ill Effects, 


by the Dependence it impoſed on Peo- 
ple, as well as by the Enmities it raiſed 
between Friends and Families, gaveOc- 


caſion to the lntroduction of the Balot, 


which was thought a proper Expedi- 
ent, to prevent the Inconveniencies 
camplain'd of; ſince by that means, 

no Body would know who another 

Voted for, and conſequently all Re- 
fentment, upon the Account of falſe 


Friends, would be at an end. This 


| Remedy ſeem'd good in the * ; 


90 
but failed in the Practice: For upon 
the Vacancy of any Bailliage or Em- 
ployment, the ſame Brigues were car- 
ried on with as much Violence as be- 
fore, and by a little Practice People 
learnt to diſcover, who voted for 
or againſt them, as exactly, as if they 
had ſtill continued to Vote openly; 
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fliſſe Friends proteſted in vain, that they 


had given their Votes as they had pro- 
miſed; they were eaſily found out, and 

the ſame Dependence on the Great Men, 
the ſame Enmities between Families 


till ſubſiſted. In order therefore to 


1 go to the root of the Evil, it was pro- 
poſed, that all Employments ſhould be 


diſpoſed of by Lot, and Fortune alone 


BY | ould decide between People's dif- 


ferent Pretenſions. This Propoſal met 
with great Oppoſition from the leading 
Men, who by their Credit hindered 


its taking effect for ſeveralYears. How- 


ever in the beginning of the Lear 1710, 


it was eftabliſh'd at Berne for Seven 


Years, by way of Experiment, as it 


had been before at Fribourg. So that 


now, when any Bailliage, or other 


Employment within the Regulation is 


to be diſpoſed of, as many Balls, as there a 


deve Competitors for it, are put into 2 
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Bag, whereof One is gilt, which he 
that draws, has the Bailliage. I ſay 
any Bailliage or other Employment 
within the Regulation, becaute the 
Poſts of Avoyer, Banderet, Treaſurer, 
and of all the Senators are ſtill diſpo- 
ſed of by the Balot, ſince it would 

ſeem ridiculous to leave to Fortune 

the Choice of the chief Magiſtrates, 
that are to have the Direction of all 
the Affairs of the Commonwealth. 
This Eſtabliſhment has effectually 
Eknock'd on the Head all Brigues, 
and deftroy'd all Enmities; if any 
Man be prefer'd to one more defer- 
 ving, 'tis Fortune's doing, and no 
Body can be blamed; tho it muſt be 
ſaid for her Honour, that ſince ſhe has 
lad the Diſpoſal of theBailliages,it does 
not appear, that ſhe has made a more 
unequal Diſtribution of them, than 
the Great Council did before this E- | 
ſtabliſhment was introduced. How- | 
ever, as it diſarms the Men of Credit 
of a great Part of their Power, it is 
not to be doubted, but they will lay 
hold of all Opportunities of getting it 
aboliſhed ; tho' as the Plurality will a 
ways find their Advantage in main- 
oa Rar Dt 
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taining it, I queſtion whether the 
eat Ones will ever ſucceed in that 


—_— 


ln the Diſtribution of Employ- . 


ments, there are Two other Regu- 


lations, which deſerve to be taken 
Notice of. The firſt is, that no Bat- 
chelor, tho' a Member of the Two 6 
' hundred, can pretend to any Bailli- 
gage or Employment of Profit; which 
Keſtriction was deſigned as an En- 
couragement to Marriage, or elſe to 
| ſerve as a Reaſon for favouring thoſe, 
that have Wives and Children, pre - 
ferably to Batchelors, becauſe it is to 
bde ſuppoſed their Wants are greater. 
Ick̃ be Second is, that when any Perſon 
pretends to an Employment, alt his own 
and his Wife's Relations are obliged 
to withdraw, as far as the ſecond Cou- 
fins incluſive, becauſe it is to be ſup- | 
poſed, theywill always favour theirown n 
Relations, tho” againſt Juſtice or Su- 
perior Merit. However this Regula- 
tion is liable to great Abuſes, which 
are frequently put in Practice. For 
when Two Perſons contend for any 
Employment, it often happens, that 
a Third ſtarts up, and puts in his 
Claim, n a Proſpect of carr | 
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ing it, but purely to favour one ofthe 
two Competitors, by obliging his own 


Relations to withdraw, when he thinks 


they will not be favourable to that 


Perſon, whoſe Intereſt he himſelf pro- 


motes. This Abuſe has loſt its Effect 


in Relation to Bailliages, and other 
Employments that are diſpoſed by Lot, 
ſince the Introduction of that Eſta -t; 
bliſhment; but it ſtill continues to be 
| practiſed in the Diſpoſal of the Em- 
ployments of Senators, and others 
without that Regulation. No Reme- 
dy has been yet found for that Abuſe, 
tho there ſeems to be a very plainand 
eaſie one, which is, only to put the 
Queſtion for each Pretender ſeparate- 
ly, and one after another; in which 
Caſe, none but the Relations of each 
Competitor withdraw, while the 


Queſtion is put upon him. 


KF The Places in the Great Council 
and Senate are all for Life, and ſo are 
thoſe of the Two Avoyers, and of 
the Four Banderets, unleſs in caſe of 
Crimes, orBankrupcy, upon which Ac- 

counts they may be degraded. All the 
other Employments of the Common- 
wealth are held only for fix Years, 

| except the Secretaries of the Connell, ns 
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and ſome other Poſts, wherein Fxpe- 


rience is required; thoſe the Poſſeſ- 


ſors may keep as long as they pleaſe, 
but they always leave them, when they 
can get a good Bailliage; except the 


Chancellor alone, whoſe Employment 


being very profitable, he is deſirous of 
keeping it as long as he can; but the 


late Kegulation by Lot has limited 
dis Term to Twelve Years; at the Ex- 


piration of which, he muſt reſign that 


; Poſt, tho in lieu of it he has alſo the 
hace of 8 ot 


It bappen'd formerly, that Perſons of 


great Credit, as ſoon as their Term 


was ended in one good Bailliage, 
would by the ſame Intereſt get imme- 
diately into another, or at leaſt in ſome 
ort Interval of time; by which Means 
it came to paſs, that a few of the lead- 


5 ing Men engroſs'd all the good Bail- 


liages, either for themſelves or their 


Relations. Therefore in the new Re- 
 _ gulation by Lot, Proviſion is made a- 


gainſt ſuch partial Diſtributions: For 
now the Bailliages are divided into 
Five Claſſes according to their repu- 
ted Value, and an old Bailiff is diſa- 
dled from pretending to any Bailliage, 
but of the two laſt Claſſes; beſides 


"ME | which, 
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ſeven Years, between the time of his 
quitting one Bailliage, and pretend- 


2... 
which, there muſt be an Interval of 


ing to another; and even then he muſt 


drop his Pretenſions to the Bailliage- 


in queſtion, if any Member of the 


Great Council, who has never had a- 


ny, be willing to accept of it. 


| Tho? the Places in the Great and 


” 


Little. Council be for Life; yet thoſe 


in the former are of no immediate 


to all the Employments of the State. 


Each Member has indeed ſome little 5 
Allowance of Corn and Wood for the 
uſe of his Family, but it amounts to a 


Trifle not worth mentioning; and for 


the Salaries of the Senators, they do 
not amount to above Three hundred 


Crowns a Year, including ſome Per- 


queſites annexed to them. So that! 
belive there is no Country in the 
World, where the Magiſtrates ſerve 


the Publick for ſmaller Rewards than 


in this, and that with ſo much Dili- 


gence and Labour, that their whole 
Time is taken up in the Diſcharge 


of their Offices; nevertheleſs, they 

are not only contented with them, 

but ſollicite them with the greateſt 
ee oe ou 


fairs, and are all compoſed of M 
ders of the Gn Come, | © 
— The moſt important of which, is 
the Secret Council, conſiſting of the 

A voyer out of Office, who preſides, 
the Four Banderets, the Two Trea- 
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 Farneſtneſs; for tho' they be of ſmall 


Profit, yet they give Credit and Di- 
ſtinction to thoſe that enjoy them. 


If the Fortunes to be made here are 

| brtle, their Expence and Way of li- 
ving are proportioned to them; and 
every Body, ſooner or later, is ſure of 
ſomething, which he enjoys in Quiet 
and Security; whereas in moſt other 
Countries, where the Fortunes are 
greater and more ſplendid, there are 
diut few that arrive to them, and 
tthoſe that do, are ſubject to very 
ſudden and violent Revolutions. 
1 have obſerved, that the Senate is 
charged with the Diſpatch of the 
ordinary Affairs of the Government: 
However there are ſeveral Commiſſi- 
ons or ſeparate Magiſtrates, appointed 


for the Direction of particular Af- 


ſures and the Two Secret Counſel- 


lors. To this Council are referred 
ſuch Matters of State, as require 
greater Secrecy than is to be expe- 


died 
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are inveſted with a Power of actin 


A 


5+ 


ed in numerous Aſſemblies. They 


in many Caſes, as they think moſt 


for the publick Good, without con- 
ſulting the Great Council; tho* when 
the Danger of divulging the Secret be 


cover, their Deciſions muſt be ratified 


by it, before they can take Effect. 


| They are likewiſe a ſort of State-In- 


| lick Welfare. 


The next is, The Chamber of Bau- 
derets, otherwiſe call'd the OEconomi- 
cal Chamber, by which the Accounts 
of the Bailiffs, and of all others, thit 
are accountable to the Sovereign, are 
examined and allowed. This Chamber 

is compoſed of the Banderets in Office 
and the two Treafurers who preſide by 


TR. 


Atſter that 
a Chamber compoſed of Clergy and Lay- 


men, tho' the latter are in greater Num- 
ber, that the Supremacy of the Sove- 
reign inEcclefiaſticalMatters may be the 


better maintain'd. This Chamber takes 


Cognizance of all Matrimonial Cauſes 
of Adultery, Fornication, and of all 
other Offences againſt good Manners: 


28 who take Cognizance of al! 
atters, that may endanger the Pub- 


oy «Obes att or en eos —_— — 
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Among which, that of Adultery was for- 


merly puniſhed with Death for the firſt 


Fact, bur they have a few Years ſince 


abated ſomewhat of that Severity, and 
now put ſuch Offenders to Death on- 


ly upon the third Conviction; howe- 
ver for the firſt and ſecond, they not 
only puniſh them by Fine and Impriſon- 
ment, and deprive the Offenders of 
their Employments, if they have any, 
but declare them incapable of exerci- 


ing any for the future. 


here is alſo a Magiſtracy appoint- 


ed to ſuperintend the Execution of 
the Sumptuary Laws, which they call 
La Chambre de Reforme. They are 
very exact in fining ſuch as wear an 
— thing that is prohibited, both becauſe 
the Fines ariſing from thence are Per- 
auiſites of their Office, and becauſe 
it highly concerns the State to have 
thoſe Laws duly obſerved, for Reaſons 
that ſhall be alledged in another Place. 
Ih have already mentioned the Two 
Courts of Appeals for Civil Cauſes; 
beſides which, there is an ordinary 
Court of Juſtice, where both Civil 
and Criminal Ones are tryed at Berne 
in the firſt Inſtance, according to the 
common Law of the Country, which 


e 
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is chiefly grounded upon the Civil or 
old Roman Law; tho' they have many 
Cuſtoms and Statutes which differ 
from it, nor is the Civil Law, as ſuch, 
received here any further, than it ſeems 
agreeable to Equity in the Caſe in 
VVV 
Ihere is likewiſe an Officer, call'd in 
German The Gro/5-Weibel, and in 
French, The Gros Sautier, who is at 
the Head of this ordinary Court of 
Juſtice, and is particularly appointed 
to preſerve the Publick Peace of the 
City, and to puniſh ſuch as break it, 
according tothe Nature of the Offence. 
Theſe are the ſtanding Magiſtracies 
or Commiſſions, that are always in 3 
being, and are all of the Great Coun.  * 
cil, except the W that are in 
the Conſiſtory. Yet when any new 
Buſineſs ariſes, 1 appoint an ex- 
traordinary Commiſſion or Commit- 
tee to examine it, which ſubſiſts no 
longer than the Buſineſs referred to 
than requires. - - 26.0 


Thus 1 have gone through the Form 

of the Government of Berne, and the 
ſeveral Parts of which it is compoſed; 

I have likewiſe taken Notice, as 1 
went, of any eſſential Difference be- 
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mmeen it, and thoſe of the other ſix 
Cantons with Cities, whether divid- 
ed into Tribes, or not. There are 
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indeed ſome Employments in the o- 


ther ſix of different Names and Fun- 


ctions, as well as ſome peculiar Cu- | 


ſtoms and Uſages in each Canton; but 


as they make no real Change in the 
Frame of the Government, I purpoſely 


avoid entring into a nice Detail of em, 


' which would take up a great deal of 


time without giving any Satisfaction to 
J!!!!“ ̃ - 
Neither is it to my Purpoſe in this 
Place, to ſet forth the Excellency of 
ſo well temper'd a Monarchy as Ours, 


beyond any other Species of Govern- 
ment. My Buſineſs here, is only to 


reaſon upon the different Kinds of 
_ Commonwe:lths in Switzerland, in 


- order to ſhew their Advanta zes or De- 


fects with Relation to one another, 
according to the Rules laid down by 
the warmeſt Advocates of Popular 


Schemes. The ableſt of them agree, 


that a Commonwealth ought principal- 


= ly to guard it ſelf by its Orders and 


egulations from two Sorts of Sediti- 


ons; one, among the Citizens, or Go- 


verning Part of the Commonwealth, 
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which often happens, when there is an 
unequal Diſtribution of Employments 
among ſuch as have an equal Right 


to pretend to them; and the other, 
among the Subjects or Governed, 


which Caſe falls out, when they are 
ruled by unequal Laws, that put ſome 


Members in a worſe Condition, than 


others of the ſame Commonwealth. 
Buy what [have ſaid of the Government 
of theſe ſeven Cantons with Cities, it 
appears, that its Frame is equal enough : 
in relation to the Interiour Parts of it, 
or among the Governing, but is very 
' unequal in Relation to the Subjects or 
| Governed, who are excluded from ha- 


ving any Share in it. 


Other ſtanding Maxims of Popular 
_ Governments are, That a Common- 
wealth, framed for Preſervation, muſt 
have a well regulated Militia, equal 
Agrarian Laws, and an equal Rota- 
tion of Magiſtracy. A well regula- 
ted Militia, in Oppoſition to a ſtand- 
ing Army of merceneray Troops, 
that may overturn a Government at 
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_ Pleaſure. Equal Agrarian Laws, that 5 


one or a few Families may not ſo far 
exceed the others in Riches, and con- 
ſequently in Power, as thereby to en- 


E a 
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danger the Publick Liberty; and an 


equal Rotation of Magiſtracy, that 

eich may have in his Turn his Share of 
the Power, and Profits of the Go- © 
vernment, in Proportion to his Me- 
_ 8 Tow ner wont . | 
All theſe Caſes are found in the Go- 

vernment of theſe ſeven Cantons 

no ſpeak of. For Firſt, they have 
a well regulated Militia, as ſhall ſhew 
in another Place. I 


— Secondly, they have in FAR NY | 


ty equal Agrarian; ſince by their Laws, 


5 all their Children both Male and Fe- 


male inherit in equal Portions; tho 


the Father has a Power of diſpoſing 


by Will of a Third of his Eftate, to 
ſuch Son or Sons as he favours moſt; | 

ſo that the greateſt Eſtates are ſoon 
divided into ſmall Parcels, and conſe- | 

quently an Equality of Power is in fome 


: Meaſure preſerved among the People. 


| Thirdly, There cannot be a more 


equal Rotation among the Magiſtrates; 


 fince, except ſome few, they are all 


changed every ſix Years, and each : 
Member is employed in his Turn. 


From theſe Conſiderations I am apt 


to believe, hat the Sovereigns of theſe 


| Cantonshave little Cauſe to apprehend 


N 
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Citizens of many Privileges, and that 
the Principal Families endeavour till 


more and more to engroſs the Govern- 
ment to themſelves, there have been 
ſeditious Inſurrections in ſome Cities 


againſt the Magiſtrates, and more are 


to be feared, unleſs Care be taken to 
content the Bulk of the Citizens, by 
chuſing a greater Number of them in- 


to the Adminiſtration. 


But in relation to the Subjects, the 
_ Government is very unequal. The 
| Sovereign Power is for ever lodged a- 
 mong the Citizens of the Capital of 
F eachCanton,out of the Body of which all 
the Members of the Great Council muſt 
de choſen, and all the good Employ; 
ments exerciſed by Members of that 
Council; ſo that the Inhabitants of the 
reſt of the Camon are totally excluded, 
from having any ſhare in the Govern- 
ment. This Eſtabliſhment was very 
reaſonable in the Infancy of their Com- 
monwealths, when their Territory 
reached but little beyond the Walls ß 
their Cities, and for that reaſon makes 
5 — „ at 7 3 
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any inteſtine Diviſions among them- 
ſelves; But as the Sovereign Councils 
have by degrees deprived the reſt of the 
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the Cantons of Bazi/ and Schaff hau ſen, 


becauſe they are of very ſmall Extent; 


but in the other Five, who have very 
much enlarged their Territory ſince the 
firſt lnſtitution, there is ſo great a Diſpro- 
portion, as may one Day endanger the 
Subver ſion ofthie Ariſtocratical Govern- 
ment among them. To Inſtance in that 


of Berre, where the Inequality is the 


moſt viſible, becauſe it is the largeſt 


Canton, it is certain, that there are not 


above Eighty Families, that have any 
Share in the Government at preſent, 


tho there be above Three hundred and 


Sixty Families of Citizens in Berne, 


and that their Canton makes at leaſt a 
5 third Part of Switzerland. 


The different Frames of 3 Go- 5 


vernment, have been compared to ſe- 


veral ſorts of Columns or Pillars; and 
the moſt perfect of them to that of a 


Pyramid, which being largeſt at the 


Bottom, leſſens by Degrees, as it riſes, 
till it ends in a Point. And as the Foun- 
dation of it is broader than any other 
Part, it cannot fink under its own 
Weight, and is much harder to overturn, 
than a Pillar of any other Form. 80 
the Politicians ſay, that a Government, 
a which takes into its frame the whole 
p Maſs n= 
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Maſs of the People, and upon that Ba- 


— 


ſis raiſes its Structure, muſt needs be 
more ſtrong and durable, than any o- 


ther, where the Foundation is narrow- 


ed, by leaving out good Numbers of : 


the People, who are not only not in- 


tereſted in its Preſervation, but per- 
haps on the contrary have Reaſon to 

wih its Overthrow. On the other Hane 
an Ariſtocratical Government is com- 


pared to a Pyramid inverted, or ſet 


on the little end, which mult ſoon be 
cruſh'd by its own Weight, or elſe o- 
.verturn'd by a ſmall Force from with- 


out; fo that as there are but fewcon- 
cern'd in its Preſervation, and many 


in its Overthrow, in hopes of Govern- 
ing in their turn, it ſeems ſcarce polſ- 


E fible, that the Few ſhould be long able 


to maintain their Ground againſt the 


Strength of the Many. I know this 5 
form of Government has ſubſiſted for 


ſeveral Ages in theſe Cantons, and may 


probably do ſo longer, while they live 
in Peace; but upon any violent Con- 
cuſſion of theſe States, whether the 
Blow come from within or without, it 


is much to be feared, the Pyramid will 
be ſhoved down, and the Government 
_ overturned. In the ſpace of Eight 
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Years, I have ſeen Civil Commotions 

in Geneva, Lucerne and Zurich, oc- 
caſioned by the Diſcontents of the 
Citizens with their Governors, for 
retrenching their Privileges, and en- 
groſſing ſtill more Power to themſelves; 
which have generally ended in ſatisfy- 
ing them in their Grievances. For it is 


f : obſerved of late Years, that the Citi- 


zens gain Ground upon the Gover- 
nors, and force them to re- inſtate them 
in ſeveral Privileges, which they had 
by degrees taken from them. But all 


theſe Reformations end only in the 
greater or leſs Number of Privileges 


granted to the Citizens of the Capi- 


tal, and no way concern the Bulk of 


: i the People, that live in the reſt of the 
Canton. The Inference I would draw 
from this Obſervation, is, that if 


Diſcontents and Civil Commotions a- 
_ riſe intheCapitals of theſe LittleStates, 


| how much more juſtly may they be 


apprehended inthe Great Ones, where 


4 Inequality of the Government is ſo 


much the greater, as the Extent of 


 Terri.ory is ſo? 
Ilse is true indeed, there are two Con- 
liderations, which ſeem to > Nome 


3 
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Peace and Security tothe Government 


of theſe Cantons. One is, that they 
lay ſcarce any Taxes upon their Sub- 
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jects, who are certainly the moſt free and 
eaſie of any 1n the World; ſo that they ES 
have no reaſon to fear Inſurrections 


from that great Source of Popular Diſ—- 


content. And the other is, that all 


the Cantons are, by their mutual Al- 


liances, obliged to ſuccour one ano- 


ther in the Support of that form of 


Government, which each has embraced. 
But I doubt neither of theſe Securi- 
ties are much to be relied on: For 
by what I can obſerve, the Subjects 


think no Mildneſs in the Government, 
can make them Amends for the Hard- 


ſhip of being excluded from their ſhare 


init; And as to the Security grounded 


on their mutual Aſſiſtance, beſides, that 


it is a dangerous Experiment, to call 


in Strangers to pacifie Domeſtick Broils, 
the Proteſtants and Catholicks have ſo 


little Affection one for another, that 


there is no Reaſon to believe, one 
would do any thing for the Preſerva- 


tion of another of a different Religion. 


And as to the Canton of Berne in par- 


ticular, all the other are ſo jealous of 


— 1 ——— — 
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its overgrown Power, that there is 


no one of the Twelve, which would 
not be glad to ſee its Strength and Ter- 


ritory leſſened. It were therefore 


| heartily to be wiſhed, that theſe Ariſto- 


cratical Cantons, and eſpecially that of 


Berne, could find out ſome way of en- 


largipg their Foundation, by letting 


greater Numbers of the People into 


the Ad miniſtration; which would Inter. 
e.ſt them more in the Defence of it. 


: It is true indeed, that ſome few F ami- 


lies in the Pais de Vaud, have at dif- 
ferent times been made Citizens of 
Berne, and that at every Promotion, 
Tuo Citizens of that Province are cho- 


| ſen into the Gieat Council; but that 


is fo ſmall a Number in proportion to 
the Gentry of it, that the Benefit 1s 
not felt by the Bulk of the People. 


As to the Government of the Six 


- ether Cantons, Ury, Schwitz, Under- 


5 wald, Zug, Claris and penzel, it 


— wholly emocratical, and 1s fo plain 


and artleſs, that it will be eaſie to give 


an Idea of it in few Words. 


Each of theſe Cantons is divided in- 


to more or leſs Communities or Di- 


ricts, according to irs Extent, the 


— 
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ſolutely in the univerſal = 
dy of the People. Every Male in the 
Country, from Sixteen Years of Age 
upwards, has his Voice, and the Gen- 
tleman and his Servant have an equal 
Share in the Sovereignty. But theſe 
Aſſemblies of the People are not ver 
frequent, by reaſo w of the Inconveni- 
encies that attend them: They gene- 
rally meet once or twice a Year, to 
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largeſt whereof, I think, has Twelve, 


ſome Six and others Four. Every 


Community forms in ſome Reſpecis aa 


independent Sovereignty, judging its 
own Members, without pace, bak 


in Civil and Criminal Matters, where 
in the reſt of the Canton is not con- 
cerned. But as to the Management 


of Publick Aﬀiirs, each Community 


chuſes one Deputy, all which Deputies 
meet at the Place appointed, and form 
the ſtanding Council of the Canton. 
And if there be any Matter to be treat- 
ed of more than ordinary Importance, 
they ſend two and ſometimes three 
Deputies apiece. This Council has 


the Management of the ordinary Af 5 
fairs of the State, but with a limited 


Power; forthe 2 reſides ab- 
VIA 


ſs and Bo- „ 
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chuſe their Publick Magiſtrates or De. 
puties, to be ſent to the Diets, tho they 
are called together oftner, as there 
happens to be Occaſion for their Con- 
ſent or Approbation of any Publick 
Act. The chief Officer of the Can- 
ton is called Land-Aman: He is cho- 
ſen by the Aſſembly of the whole Peo- 
ple, who in all Queſtions give their 
Affirmative Votes, by holding up their 
Hands. His Poſt reſembles in its 
Functions, thoſe of Avoyer or Burgo- 


maſter ; but inſtead of being continu- 


ed, as they are, for Life, he is changed 


in ſome of theſe Cantons every Year, 
and in others, every two Years: He 


_ preſides conſtantly both in their ſtand- 


ing Council, and in the Aſſemblies of 
the People, and in general is the chief 
Director of the Affairs of the Country, 


with the Aſſiſtance of the Council. At 


the ſame time that they chuſe a Land- 


Aman, they chuſe his Deputy, which 


5 they call Stadthalter, who officiates 


during his Abſence or Indiſpoſition. 


They have likewiſe their Treaſurers, 
Secretaries, and other Publick Offi- 


| cers, who are choſen by the Aſſembly 
of the People, and are from time to 
time confirmed or changed, accord- 


* 
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ing to the different Cuſtoms i in the ſe- 
veral Cantons. 
This is all that is  neceifary to 


be ſaid of the Government of theſe 


| petty Cantons; which, by allowing 
each Member an equal Share in it, 
| ſeems to intereſt every Part in the 
| Preſervation of the Whole It is true 
indeed, that the common People here 


nt 


are generally rul'd in their Opinions 
by the Gentry, whom they ſuppoſe to 


be wiſer than themſelves; but then they 
make them anſwerable in a manner for 


the Succeſs, and often puniſh ſevere= _ 
Gar ha as have given them Advice, N 


at has proved pernicious. 


As Ariftocratical Governments fail 


} by the Narrowneſs of their Foundati- 


on, ſo do the Democratical Ones for 5 


want of good Rules and Orders: The 5 
former, ſay the Politicians, degenerate 
* uſually into Oligarchy, and the lat= 


ter fall into Anarchy. So much is -” 


certain, that where the whole Body of D 
the People are allowed to debate Mat- 
ters of State in publick Aſſemblies, 


Confuſion cannot be avoided; as on 


the other Side, where the people are 
ne yer nn by themſelves, or 


„ 
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their Repreſentatives, they will have 


little Concern for the Welfare of a 
Government they have no part in, and 
perhaps will be glad to fee an Old one 


deſtroyed, in hopes of mending their 


Condition in a New. And as to the 
different Commonwealths eſtabliſhed 
in theſe Cantons, I will venture to ſay, 
What I know will ſeem a Paradox in 


the Ariſtocratical ones; which is, that 


the Government of the Popular Can- 
tons comes nearer to, or at leaſt may 
more eaſily be made a perfect Com- 


5 monwealth, than the other. To make 
the Popular Governments ſo, there 
wants nothing, but to ſend a Deputy 


from each Community of the Cantons; 
all which ſhouid form a Petty Council 


or College, whoſe Buſineſs ſhould be 
_ only to prepare and digeſt Matters. Af- 
terwards, Four or Five Deputies more 


ſhould be elected out of each Com- 
munity, to form a Senate, in imitation 


of the Pregadi at Venice, in order to 


_ Examine and Debate what the Petty 
Council ſhall think fit to offer for the 
Publick Good; and then, what this 
Senate has approved, ſhould be pro- 

poſed to the Publick Aſſembly of the 
People, not to Debate upon, but only 
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Chap. IV. Of their Government. 
to approve or reject. Thus the Petty 


Council propoſing, the Senate debating, 


and the People chuſing, do, in the O- 
pinion of the moſt famous Republi- 
cans, form a perfect Commonwealth; 
provided the Deputies, that compoſe 
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theſe Two Councils, be regularly 


changed by a ſettled Rotation. 9 5 
I ᷑dis Eſtabliſhment ſeems to me very | 
eaſie to be introduced in the Popular 
Cantons; whereas in the Ariſtocratical 


Ones, the whole Frame of the Govern- ” 


ment muſt be broken to Pieces to bring 
it about, which is a Change not to be 
hoped for, while it is the Intereſt of 


thoſe that govern, to keep the Power : 


always in their Hands. Nay, upon the 
Foot theſe Two forms of Govern- 
ment now ſtand, I will venture to af. 
firm, The Popular one will in all Pro- 


bability laſt the longer: For though 


through want of good Rules, and by 
_ reaſon of the Debates allowed in the . 
femblies of the People, there will happen 
Confuſion and Diſorders, which muſt = 


needs ſhake it, yet, as it reſts upon theBa- 

fis of the whole Body of the People, it 

will very hardly be overthrown ; where- 
| 4s [| have already ſhewn, why the A- 
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riſtocratical Governments are eaſily 


Upon the whole, I know there is 


nothing ſo eaſie, as to find Faults in e- 


very Form of Government, and nothing 
ſo hard, as to ſhew a perfect One re- 
duced to Practice; whereof the Chief 
| Reaſon perhaps may be, that ſcarce a- 
ny Legiſlator has been at Liberty to 


caſt his Frame at once, and purſue one 


entire compact Scheme. Moſt of the 


Plans of Government ſettled in the 


World, ſeem to have been formed 
like Houſes built at ſeveral times; for 


as the old Parts of themalways deface 

the new, and render them irregular, fo 

upon the Eſtabliſhment of any new 
Frame of Government, ſomething of 


the Old is ſtill preſerved, and enters in- 


to thebFrame of the New, which is not of 
2 Piece with it, and conſequently ſpoils 


CH AP. 


Deputies fro 


> Pay 


— 


8 — _— 


| — 


1 
1 Of their Diets, and of the Helyetick 


- AV ING given an 1 f * . 


1 Form of Government eſtabliſh. 


| ed in each Particular Canton, it ſeems 


neceſſary in the next place, to ſay ſome- 


thing of their publick Government in 


their Diets, wherein the Majeſty of 
the Helverick Body is repreſented, by 


A General Diet of the Cantons u- 
ſually meets once a Vear, at the Feaſt 


of St. John Baptiſt, and laſts not above 


a Month, unleſs ſome extraordinarx 
Affairs intervene. The Occaſion of its 


Meeting, is chiefly to examine the Ac- 
counts of the Governors of their com- 
mon Bailliages; to hear and determine 


J any Appeals from the Sentences of 


thoſe Governors, both in Civil and Cri- 
minal Matters; to inquire into their 


126 


— ͤ 


222—.̃ ˖ — — —„- en — — 


Of their Diets, and Chap. V. 


our; to redreſs any Grievances the 


Subjects of thoſe Bailliages may labour 
under; to compoſe any Differences, 
that may ariſe among the Cantons or 
their Allies; and in ſhort, to conſider 
of the Meaſures moſt proper to be 
tanken, for the common Good and Safe- 


ty of the whole Helvetic Body, with 


Relation to the preſent Juncture of 
Affairs both at home and abroad. Theſe 
are the ordinary Occupations of this 


un. 


Mlidſummer-Diet, beſides which, ſome 1 


. pow to them for the Service of their 
M.,aſters: And the French Ambaſlador 
in particular, goes regularly to the Diet 
to make his Compliments, tho' he have 
nothing to Negotiate with them. 
- Beſides this Annual Diet, which meets 
of Courſe at the time appointed, each 
Canton has the Liberty of Summon- | 
ing one Extraordinarily, whenever it 
finds Occaſion; and the Miniſter of a- 
ee eee 


Extraordinary ones generally ariſe. For 
= the Miniſters of Foreign Princes and 
States reſiding among them, common- 
ly make uſe of that Opportunity, to 
apply themſelves to the Helverice Bo- 
Ap, either by an Audience or Memo- | 
rial, when they have any thing topro- _ 


ſides in the 
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ny Foreign Prince may convoke one, 
as often as he thinks his Maſter's Ser- 


vice requires it, provided it be call'd 


at his Charge, that is, upon his de- 
fraying the Expences of the Deputies. 
50 11 there ſeldom paſſes a Year, 
wherein one extraordinary Diet at leaſt 
is not called, upon ſome of theſe Occa- 


fions. | 


Cantons they repreſent: beſides which, 
the Abbor of Sr. Gal, and the Cities 

of Sr. Gal and of Bienne fend their 
Deputies to it, as Allies. Zurich be- 


ing the firſt Canton, its firſt Deputy 


always preſides at the Diets, propoſes 
the Matters to be debated, collects 
the Votes, forms the Reſolutions, = 
and does all the other Functions ofa a 
Preſident of OT. This Can- i 
ton, properly 8 not only pre- | 
ets, but in all other 
Times and Places; for it is its Office to 


N the Diets, by writing Circu- 


lar Letters to the Cantons, to acquaint 
them with the Reaſons of calling them 
together, and defire them to ſend their 
— aa upon the Points 


. 


The Diet conſiſts of two Deputies — 
80 each Canton, who take their 
Places according to the Rank of the 


therein mentioned. The Zurich De- 
puties likewiſe form the Ab/cherd, as 
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they call it, at the breaking up of the 


Diet, which is ſent to all the Cantons, 


and contains the Reſults of their De. 


liberations; fo that they are the Se- 
cretaries as well as Preſidents of theſe Þ 


Aſſemblies, and always are the Spokef- 
men, when the Deputies of the Can- 
tons are ſent to Compliment, or 
treat with the Miniſter of any Foreign 


Prince. 


Before the Change of Religion, which 


- | happen'd in Switzerland about the 


ſame time as in Germany, none but! 
General Diets were known, and the 


Common lntereſt of their Country was 


promoted with great Zeal and Una- 


mmity But ſince one Part of the Can- 
tons embraced the Reform'd Religion, 


and the other ſtuck to the Roman- 
Catholick, their State, as well as their! 
Church, has been divided. From that 


time the Mutuil : onfidence has been 
| loſt, the Zeal of each Party for its Re. 
lgion has produced Enmities, and Jea- 


louſies of one another's Deſigns ; ſo that 


one may ſay, the Reformation gave a 


Blow, which has ſplit the Helvetic 
| Body in two; For as the Intereſt off 


RKeli- 


—— — — 


Religion enters more or leſs into all 


their Publick Actions, the General 
Diets are now only kept up, to regu- 
late the Affairs of their common Bail- 
liages, and to maintain an outward Ap- 
pearance of Union among them; where- 
as indeed all Publick Affairs of Con- 
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ſequence, are treated at the particular 


Diets of the two Religions, whereof 
thoſe of the Proteſtants are held at 
Arraw, and thoſe of the Roman Ca- 

_ tholicks at Lacerne; which being the 
moſt powerful Canton among them, 
acts as their Head, as Zurich is at the 

| Head of the Proteſtants. There are 
no fixed times for convoking theſe 
Particular Diets; ſo they are ſummon- 
ed extraordinarily, whenever either 
Party thinks it neceſſary. 5 
9 The cloſe Alliances, by which the 
Thbirteen Cantons are linked to one ano- 
ther, their manner of acting, as Mem- 
bers of one Body, in their Diets, and 
the many Treaties they have jointly 
entered into with ſeveral Foreign 
Princes and States, have given Ground 
for an Opinion, which is generally re- 
_ ceived in the World, that theſe Thir- 
teen Cantons make but One Common- 
wealth, like the States of the United 


? 20 5 


indeed by very ſtrict Alliances for their 
mutual Defence, but ſo far from max- 
ing but one Sovereignty, or one Body, 
that there is not ſo much as any one 
Publick Act or Inſtrument, by which 
they are bound together, or wherein 
the Thirteen Cantons are reciprocallß 
engaged each to the other. So that if 
they are ſuppoſed to make but one Bo- 
dy, it muſt be a Body without a Head, 
or elſe with as many Heads as they are 
C.antons; either of which Suppoſitions 
forms as monſtrous a Production in 
Artificial Bodies, as in Natural 
Ihe firſt League among them, that 
was put down in writing, was framed 
between the Three Cantons of Ury, 
FS.ecbwitz and Underwald, immediate- 
ly after their Victory at Moregarten 
in the Year 1315, about Eight Years 
after they had ſhaken off the Yoke of 
the Houſe of Auſtria, and were yet 
yncertain, whether they ſhould be 
able to preſerve their Liberty, againſt 
the Attempts of thoſe Princes to re- 
duce them to Obedience. The Con- 
— nn 
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— — 


Provinces; yet whoever will take the 


Pains to enquire into the Foundation 
of their Union, will find them ſo many 


independent Commonwealths, joyned 
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tents of it are That each Canton 


fall aſſiſt and fuccour the others with 
« their utmoſt Force, and at their 
„ own Expence, againſt all Perſons 
« or States, that ſhould aſſault or mo- 


« leſt any of them; that neither of 


« the Cantons ſhall ſubmit to receive a- 


© ny new Sovereign without cheKnow- 
„ ledge and Conſent of the others; 


„ That none ſhall enter into any En- 


c gagement or Alliance with any o- 
4 ther Prince or State, without the 

* ſajd Conſent; and that, if any Dif- 

„ ference ſhould ariſe between any 


« Two of theſe confederated Can- 


« tons, the Third ſhall be the Arbitra- : 


 « tor, and ſhall be obliged to aſſiſt 


c that Canton, which ſubmits to its 


| : cc Arbitration, againſt the other that N 


« ſhall refuſe it. 


Afterwards, as the Cantons ir increas 4 | 
* in Number, another Alliance was for- 

med between the Eight Old Ones, 
which was ratitied in job Year 1481, 
' whereof the Tenour is, That the 


« Alliance be only defenſive, and that 


8 none of the Cantons ſhall be obli- 
 « ped to aſſiſt any other in an offen- 


« five "es that, leaſt any War 


* a 5 
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„ might be raſhly undertaken, the 
© Cauſe of Complaint given to any 

c one Canton, ſhall be communicated 

4 to all the others, who ſhall judge of 

« the Reaſonableneſs of it; which if 

„ they find well grounded, and that 
there be ſufficient Cauſe to make 
War, then they ſhall aſſiſt the com- 

* plaining or injured Canton, but not 

« otherwiſe: However they ſhall firſt 

« ſend Depuries to the offending Par- 


« ty,to endeavour to make up the Dif- 


4 ference, if poſſible; that ſo the Can- 
„ tons may not proceed to a War, but 
When all Hopes of Accommodation 

s are loſt. That, when the War is 

„ broke out, all the Cantons, without 
any further Summons or Delay, 
„ ſhall ſend their utmoſt Force to the 

„ Yuccour and Relief of the Canton 

 « that is attack'd, or elſe employ 

„ their Troops in making a Diverſi- 

« on of the Enemy's Forces, as may 
de thought molt expedient. That 
as long as the War laſts, the Aux 
„ jliary Troops ſhall be maintain'd by 

te the reſpective Cantons that ſend 
them; that if any Siege is to be un- 
e dertaken, for the particular Service 


"FW. 
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| « of any one Canton, that Canton ſhall 
e defray the extraordinary Charge of 
d jt; but if it be for the joint Service 
40 of them all, then each Canton to 
„ pay its Proportion. That no Can- 
don ſhall be obliged to march its 
«© Auxiliaries out of the Limits of 
„„ Switzerland upon any Pretence 
„ whatſoever. That upon any Diff. 
„ ference, which ſhall ariſe between 
„Two or more of the Cantons, the o- 
4 thers ſhall uſe their utmoſt Endea- 

| © yours to compole it. In order 

«© whereto, each Party may chuſe wo 

Judges of their own Cantons, if 

e they will, who ſhall take an Oath to 

. « judge impartially between them; i 

4 and if they cannot agree, a fifth 
„ Judge ſhall be choſen as Umpire, 

ho ſhall decide the Controverſie 
"= byaDefinitiveSentence, which allthe 
Cantons ſhall join in the Execution 

of; as they ſhall likewiſe be obliged 
44 to ſuccour that Party, which is wil- 
* ling to ſtand by the Umpire's Judg- 

4 ment, , againſt the other that declines 
W.- © if it ſhould ſo happen. The 
Five firſt Cantons alſo oblige them- 

* ' ſelves t to ) make no League with Lobe = 
| „„ "cc ot _ 


* 
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tc other Prince or State, without the 
c Confent of each other; but the re- 
« maining Three reſerve to themſelves 


that Liberty, Provided the League 


* they enter into, contain nothing that 
4 may be prejudicial to this Alliance, 
which is always to be preferred to 
any other as the moſt ancient. And 

_ « Laſtly, it is ſtipulated, That the Ob- 
4 ſervation of this Alliance ſhall be 

* ſolemnly ſworn to, every five or 

« ten Years at fartheſt. = 
| Theſe are the Contents of the Alli- 
ance between the Eight Old Cantons, 
except ſome Articles relating to Cri- 

minals, with others of too little Im- 
portance to the Publick, to be parti- 


1 8 cularly mentioned. 


There was indeed anne Meeting 
= of the Eight Cantons, at a Place called 
FCtantz in the Country of Underwald, 
| ſoon after this Alliance was formed, 
3 two Articles were added to 
it. One whereof is, „ That all the 
8 Cantons oblige themſelves to ſuc- 
„ cour one another, in the Support 
bc of the Form of Government then 
« efſtabliſh'd in each of them. And 
| the — 46 That A Body of Mili- 
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« tary Las therein referred to, ſhould : 
C he received throughout the whole 


« Nation, and the Obſervation : of 
« them enjoined, 8 


From that time to this, no new 


Alliance has been made between them, 
tho" Five other Cantons have been 


ſince received into the Helvetick Bo- 


dy. Nay, ſo far are they from making 
one Body, or one Commonwealth, 
that only the Three Old Cantons are 
directly allied with every one of the 
other Twelve. There is indeed ſuch 
a Connexion eſtabliſhed between them, 
that, in caſe any one Canton were at: 
tacked, all the other Twelve would 
be obliged. to march to its Succour; 
but it would be by Vestue of the Re- 


them. As for Example, of the Eight 


Old Cantons, Lucerne has a Right of 


calling but Five to its Succour, in caſe 


of Attack; but then ſome of thoſe 
Five have a Right of calling. others, 
with whom they are allied, tho' La- 
cerne be not; ſo that at laſt, all muſt 
march by vertue of Particular Alli 


| to a Third, and not of any direct Alli 
ance ſubſiſting between every one of 


* 


| 
$1 
| 


of their Diets, and C hap. V. 
ances, and not of any General One a- 
r 

Since therefore there is no Act or In- 

ſtrument, by which they are all incorpo- 

rated into one Body, nor ſo much as a 
Particular Alliance of each Canton with 
every one of the others, there can be 
no Ground to maintain, that they make 
but one Commonwealth or Sovereign- 
ty. The truth of it is, that they have 
nothing in common, which proves any 
Dependence one on the other: There 
is no common Civil Judicature in be- 
ing, that has the Right of obliging all 
the Cantons by its Deciſions; there is 
no common Treaſure, no common 
Coin, nor any one common Mark of 
Sovereignty; but on the contrary, each 
enjoys them all in its own particular 
Canton. Each exerciſes the Right off 
making particular Treaties with Fo- 
reign Princes and States, of ſending 
and receiving Publick Miniſters, — + 
of doing ſeparately all other Acts of 
Sovereignty; and if the Thirteen 
Cantons ſend any Ambaſſadors abroad, 
they never chuſe One or Two to re- 
2 Poo them all, but each Canton 
ſends its own Repreſentatives, toſhew 


Chap. V. of the Helvetick Union. 
its Right of Sovereignty. From whence 
it plainly appears, that thoſe Princes, 
who refuſe to treat the Miniſters of a- 
ny Particular Canton as Ambaſſadors, 
and to pay them the Honours due to 
that Character, when they are inveſt- 

ed with it by their Superiors, cannot 


juſtifie their . * VP you 
Reaſons. | 
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1 Of their People and Diſpofitions. || 
HERE is no one Quality fo u- 
niverſally allowed to the Swzz- 


Sers, as that of Valour; and thoſe Na- 
tions, who rally them for other pretend- 

ed Defects, not only confeſs their Bra- 
very, but are glad to pay dearly for 

| the Service of their Troops. In all 
the Records of paſt Ages, where-ever 
wee find the Helvetians mention'd, it is 
very much to their Honour upon that 

hy Account. Livy and Cz2/ar ſpeak of 
them in their Writings, as of a brave 
warlike People; and they have ever 

ſince kept up that Character in the 
World. The long Wars, which they 
maintain'd againſt the Houſe of Au- 

firia, with ſo much Courage and Suc- 


ceſs, in defence of their Liberty, rai- 
ſed their Reputation to ſuch a Height, 
that the moſt powerful Princes of Eu- 


rope coveted their Alliance. The Popes 


have often uſed them for the Support 
of their Spiritual Empire; and the ob- 


ſtinate 


FF thoſe 
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ſtinate Defence they made, with a 


Handful of Men, in a Battel near Ba. 


Sil, againſt a powerful Army comman- 
ded by Leuis the Eleventh of France 
when Dauphin, gave that Prince the 
firſt Deſire of making an Alliance with 
them, and of engaging a Body of their 


Troops in his Service. The Sforz2's 


Dukes of Milan, owed the Recovery 
of their Dukedom to the Alliance 

and Support of the Swirzers; and 
Charles the Bold the laſt Duke of 
Burgundy, owed his Misfortunes and 

Death to the Enmity he had conceived, 

and the Wars he waged againſt them. 

Their Troops are as famous fortheir 
Fidelity to the Service they engage in, 
as for their Courage: Inſomuch that 

in all their Hiſtory, there is ſcarce to 
be found any Example of Treachery 
among them. We have ſeen on the 
contrary, in the Two laſt Wars between 
the Allies and France, ſingular Proofs 

of their Fidelity; and that not only 

_— Troops in general, but even 

anton, and com- 


of the ſame 


manded by Friends and Relations, be- 
ing in different Service, have charged 
one another with great Fury, and with- 
out any Suſpicion of Colluſion between 
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them. It is indeed laid to their Charge, 


that they formerly deliver'd to the 


French, Lewis Sforza Duke of Mi- 
las ſirnamed the Moor, who, in or- 
der to ſave himſelf, march'd with them 
in the Habit of a Swz/5 Soldier, but 
Was diſcover'd by one of them named 
Turman, and put into the Hands of 
his Enemies, who ſent him Priſoner 
to France. But this can be reckon'd 
only the Act of one ſingle Man, and 
ought not to be imputed to the whole 
Nation; the rather becauſe the ſame 
Hiſtory of the Wars of Milan ſays, 
tdtttat the Sw Troops were ſo much 
.iincenſed againſt this Turman for his 
Treachery, that they condemned him 
to be torn in Four Quarters by Hor- 
ſes, and immediately put the Sentence 
in Execution. Except this ſingle In- 
ſtance in a private Soldier, 1 meet 
with none in their Hiſtory; unleſs one 
would reckon the Suſpicion juſtly e- 
nough conceived againſt an Officer in 
the Duke of Saveys Service, during 


the late War with France, who after 


having abandon'd his Poſt without de- 
fending it, went over to the Enemy, 


by whom he was not only kindly re- 
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Thus the Fidelity and Courage of 
the Troops of this Nation, have in- 
duced the Kings of France, from the 
time of their firſt Alliance, not only to 
| keep a good Body of them in conſtant 
Pay, but, the more to engage their Af= 
fections, to grant them great Privileges 
in that Kingdom, and maintain a Re- 
| _ of Sw:/s Guards always on 
Foot, chuſing to truſt their Perſons to 
the Cuſtody of the Switzers, rather 
than to their natural Subjects. And 
the Dutch ſufficiently ſhew 3 | 
lue they put upon the Swiſs Troops, | 
by keeping on foot a Body of Ten 
' "Thouſand of them in time of Peace, 4 
at the ſame time that they break Na- | 
tional Ones, and tho' the Swiſs Pay pen 
be conſiderably greater. 5 
It is a general Charge againſt the 
 Switzers, that they traffick with Men 
as with other Merchandize, and fell 
their Troops to thoſe who will pay 
beſt for them, without conſidering the 
Merits of the Cauſe they are to fight 
for. This is a received Opinion in the 5 
World; yet is known to be a very 
groundleſs one by ſuch as have lived 
5 among them, and are acquainted with 
e Their 


their Maxims, as will better appear 
from the following Conſiderations. 

In the fi it Place, They never grant 
Troops to any Prince or State, but by 
Vertue of ſome preceding Alliance; 
nor do l know of more than one In- 
ſtance, wherein they have acted con- 

trary to this Maxim; and that was in 
the Year 694, when ſeveral Compa- 
nies were raiſed in the Canton of Berne, 
for the Service of the States General; 
yet even in that Caſe, the Canton 
proceeded with all imaginable Cauti- 
on: For tho an Alliance with the Datch 
Was promiſed them at the ſame time, 
which they knew would be very ad- 
vantagious to their Affairs; yet becauſe 
it was not actually made, they ſuffer- 
ed indeed ſome private Citizens to 
raiſe Companies by Connivance for the 
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Dutch Service, but the Sovereign was 
not concern'd in the Levy, nor would 


_ own them for National Troops, 'till 


the Peace of Ryſwicł was made. 


Next it is to be obſerved as another 
Maxim of theirs, that they grant 
Troops only for the Defence of the 
State they are given to, and not to 
act offenſively: So that they never per- 


mit the S Troops in the French © 


e Service, a. 
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Service, to invade the Empire or Hol- 


_ Red contrary to this Maxim, to make 
their Court to the State they ſerved ; 


but their Sovereign has never approved 
their Conduct in ſo doing, and has often 
fined and puniſhed ſuch as have tranſ- 


greſs'd this Rule. As on the contra» 


| ry, there are Examples of Sw;/5 Offi- 
 cers in the French Service, that have 


land; nor on the contrary, ſuch as are 
in the Service of thoſe Two, to in- 

vade France. There are indeed Ex- 
amples of Sw:/5 Officers, who have a- 
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quitted good Poſts, becauſe they would 
not march with their Regiments into 


of 1672. 


 Hollend and the Empire, in the War 


| Thirdly, all Levies for any Foreign 
Service, that are not authorized by the 
State, are forbid under ſevere Penal- 


ties; and ſuch as offend that way, are 


ſure to be puniſh'd, if they are diſco- 


ward. -- 


And Fourthly, the Sovereign r 2ver 


receives any Subſidy, or other Ad- 
vantage from the Prince or State, to 


whom a Levy of Troops is granted. 


The Cantons content themſelves with 
giving ſuch Auxiliary Troops, as are 
ſtipulated by their Alliances, and pro- 
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ring a Beneficial Service to their Sub- 


jects, without reſerving any Profit to 


themſelves. So that it plainly appears 
from theſe Limitations, that the com- 
mon Reproach of their ſelling Men is 
very undeſerved, and ought perhaps 
leſs to be charged upon them, than 
upon ſome of their Neighbours. Tho? 


1 'muſt add, that what I fay of the 


| Switzers upon this Subject, ought 


to be reſtrain'd chiefly to the Prate- 
tant Cantons: For it muſt be owned, 
that the Conduct of the Catholick 
Ones, eſpecially of thoſe they call the 
Petty Ones, is by no Means fo regu- 
lar, and gives often Occaſion, in other 
Caſes as well as this, of drawing Re- 
proaches upon the whole Nation from 
Strangers, who do nor enough diſtin- 


guiſh between them. 


— Reputation of the Switzers 


for Wit, runs ſo low in the World, 


that whoever undertakes to defend 
2 them upon that head, 15 in danger L 


of being thought to have a very lit- 


tle Share of it himſelf. However that 
Conſideration ſhall not deter me from 


doing them Juſtice, both becauſe lam 
of Opinion, that very little Streſs is to 


; be laid upon National Characters, and 


| becauſe 
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becauſe l find, that Strangers, who have 


lived among them, do not think they 


deſerve the Character they have upon 
that Account. It would be giving too 


much weight to ſuch an Imputation, 


to refute it ſeriouſly : Wherefore I ſhall 
content my ſelf with ſaying, that I have 
no where met with Men of morefound d 
and clear Judgment, of greater Dexte- 
rity in the Management of Affairs, nor 
of more lively Converſation, with true 
Wit and Genuine Humour, than are 
to be found among ſome of that Na- 
tion, who have had the advantage f 
à⁊ good Education improved by Travel. 
And I will be bold to affirm further, 
that 1 have ſeen ſome Subjects treated 
by Gentleman of that Country, with ſo 
great Penetration, ſuch Juſtneſs of 
Thought, and Clearneſs of Expreſſion, 
that the keeneſt Wit of Spain or Italy, 
would have been proud to have been 
the Author of bis Writings. Let the 
| heavieſt Nations of Europe, think they 
have a Right of rallying the Swit ers 


for their Dulneſs; tho? there ſeems to 
be no other Ground for it, than that 


of the Poverty of their Country; For 
l am apt to think, that what Juvena! 


| ſays of ſingle Perſons, | 
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N31 babes infelix Paupertas durius 
Quaudm quod ridiculos homines facit.— 


will be found to be as true of whole 


Nations; and that a poor People, like 
a poor Man, appears to many an Ob- 


ject of Scorn. But the truth is, the 
__ Switzers owe this Part of their Cha- 
racter chiefly to the French, who lay 
Bulls and Blunders to their Charge, 
much of the ſame Sort, as thoſe we fa- | 


deer upon the Triſb, and expoſe them 


upon their Stage, as the greateſt Block- 


. beads in Europe. This unmerciful 


manner, with Which the French treat 
them, both in their Converſation and 


Writings, has ſpread an ill Opinion of 


them where they are not known, and 


taught Nations to laugh at them, that 


5 are not to be compared to them. The 
Swit gers are ſo ſenſible of the Preju- 


dice their Character lies under upon 


this Score, and, at the ſame time, know 


ſo well they don't deſerve it, that 


they very frankly tell you more ridi- 


culous Stories of themſelves, than you 
can hear from others; and prove, by 
their Example, the Juſtneſs of the 
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French Proverb in this Particular, That 


nothing but Truth is ſhocking. By all 
that I could obſerve, the French, who 
laugh at the Swirzers, are generally 


out-witted by them, when they treat 


of any Buſineſs ; and I have ſeen ſome 


| French-men, who gave themſelves the 
Liberty of rallying them in Converſa- 


tion, ſo ſhamefully out-done by them 
at their own Weapon, Wit, that Iam 


miſtaken, if they have not ever ſince 


had quite another Opinion of the Na= 
tion. However, the Prejudice runs 


ſo ſtrong againſt them upon that Ac- 
count, that it would be as difficult, as 

it is needleſs to remove it. Nay, fome 
of the Swit gers themſelves, have the 
Weakneſs ſo far to favour that Preju- 


dice, eſpecially thoſe of Neufcharel 


and Geneva, whoſe natural Tongue 
is French, that they look upon it as 
a real Misfortune to be Switzers, 
and don't care to paſs for ſuch, but in 
Caſe of Need, that is, when they want 
the Protection of the Cantons. 5 


One may divide the People of Swit- 


Ser land into three Orders or Claſſes; 
firſt, the Peaſants; ſecondly, the 
Gentry and Vaſſals; and thirdly, the 
Citizens. The firſt are an honeſt, robuſt 


and 
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and laborious People, whom Neceſſity 


bas taught to be excellent Husband- 
men, and to make the utmoſt Advan- 


tage of an ungrateful Soil: So that by 


Application and Induſtry, ſome of them 


arrive at great Riches for People of 
that Rank, it being no extraordinary 


thing, to ſee a Farmer worth forty or 


„ my thouſand Crowns. They are Af. 
fecti 


onate to their Sovereigns in the 


. Ariſtocratical Cantons, who, on the 


other ſide, govern them with great 
Muildneſs. They have been always u- 


ſeg to live in a State of Liberty, of 


which they are very jealous, and ſo 
little acquainted with Taxes, that it 
would be a dangerous Experiment to 
go about to lay any new ones upon 
them. Theſe Qualities neceffarily 
form good Soldiers, and render them 
not only hardy and patient of Fatigue, 
but bold in Action, and obedient in Di- 
ſcipline. What I fay of the Peaſants 
| here, is to be underſtood chiefly of 


others of the Pais de Vaud have not ſo 


thoſe of the German Country; for the 


good a Reputation; they are accuſed 


of Lazineſs, and of being given to 
Stealing. Theſe Vices are generally 
imputed to the Goodneſs of their _ 7 


* 
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which not finding them Employment 
enough the Year round, leaves too 
much ſpare time to People formed only 
for bodily Work. However, in other 
Reſpects, they equally deſerve the Cha- 
racer I have given of the Peaſants. 
By the Vaſſals and Gentry, I mean 
ſuch of the better Sort, as are not Ci- 
tizens of the Capital of any Canton, 
and are conſequently excluded from 
all Employments at Home, whether 
they live in Subjection to any one Can- 
ton, or to many. This Claſs of People, 
in my Opinion, is the leaſt happy ß 
any in Switzerland. For tho? ſuch as 
have Lands and Seigneuries, enjoy 
them in great Security, and pay little 
or nothing to the Sovereign; yet being 
| Incapacitated for all Employments of 
Truſt, (unleſs one would reckon the 
Petty Magiſtraciesin their Cities) and 
| living in a Country where Trade is 
dead, and little to be got by any Pro- 
feſſion, the eaſieſt of them have much 
ado to be contented with their Condi- 
tion. And for the reſt, the only Re- 
fuge they have, is to ſeek their For- 
tune in ſome Foreign Service; where- 
of there are hut few that ſucceed ; part 
ly from the Difficulties that Strangers _ 
= ore = 
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meet with every where, in eſtabliſhing | * 
themſelves at a Court, and partly from 
the Advantage, which the Citizens of 

their own Country have over them, 

as to the Military Service; ſince the 

Cantons always prefer their Citizens 

to their Subjects, when they give 

Troops to any Foreign Prince or 
m_—_ Cr ĩͤ 
As tothe Citizens of the Ariſtocra- 

_ tical Cantons, eſpecially that of Berne, 
which I always have chiefly in view, 
they may be divided into Three || 

 ___ Claſſes, the Trades-men and Mer- 

chants, the Pen-men, and the Mili- 

tary Men. The firſt are generally e- 
ſteemed to be proud and lazy; which 

Qualities chiefly proceed from two 

Privileges they enjoy. One is, their 

Right of being choſen into the Go- 

vernment by Vertue of their Burger- 
ſhip, which makes them proud; and 
the other is, that of hindering any but 
2 Citizen, from exerciſing any Trade 
| within the Cities, which makes 
EZ them lazy. From whence two In- 
= conveniencies naturally flow: One, 
8 that the Inhabitants pay very dear for 
their Goods; and the other, that the 
| Workmen are bad; for where there 
no no rs wo vs 


L w. bh, 


is no great Choice of Artificers, one 
muſt be contented not only with bad 
Work, but to pay ſuch a Price for it, 


as they pleaſe to impoſe. 


The Wholeſale Merchants are few, | 
and only in the three Cantons of Zurich, 


Bazil and Schaf hau ſen: In the others, 


| where there is little Trade, they are 
rather dhopkeepers than Merchants, 


and make but a ſmall Figure. 
They call ſuch Pen-Men, as have ne- 
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ver been in any Military Service abroad. 


nor exerciſed any Trade at home. 
This Branch of the Citizens in the Can- 


tons, where there is little Trade, have 


no Fortune to hope for, but by their 
Bailliages; fo that all their Thoughts 
are taken up about getting into the 


Great Council; For when they are 
once in, a Bailliage cannot fail them 
ſooner or later; in the mean timethey 


liveupon their Rents, and are _— „ : = 
_ 


ed in the Under-Magiſtracies o 


-he Military Men are ſuch as have 


ſerved, and do ſerve in the Armies of : 


ſome Foreign Prince or State, who are 
the moſt eſteemed of any fort, both 


becauſe they are the moſt Polite, and 


becauſe the Trade of Arms is reckon. 
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ed here the moſt honourable. Theſe 
uſually continue in ſome Foreign Ser- 
i vice, till they have got Money enough 
| to live eaſie, then return home, and 
put in for ſome Bailliage, if they are 
of the Great Council; if not, they ſel- 
dom quit, 'till they are grown very old, 
or have ſome other particular Reaſon. 
But ſuch as are qualified to pretend to 
an Employment, muſt quit; for they 
cannot enjoy any at home, while they 
r, 8 
It is certain, that the moſt conſidera- 
ble Fortunes, that have been made in 
Switzerland, have been raiſed by Mi- 
ütary Service, and chiefly by that of 
France; and the Genius of the Nation 
ſtill leads the People to a Soldier's 
Life preferably to any other: How. 
ever, [have heard it with Reaſon main- 
tain'd, that conſidering how many Of- 
' ficers are killed, or otherwiſe miſcar- 
RE they can get a Poſt conſi- 
' _ derable enough to ſave Mony out of 
. it, and that all the Subalterns, who 
cannot live on their Pay, are forced 
co ſpend of their own, it will be found 
upon the whole, that more Money goes 
out of the Country, than is brought 


| 


into it, by Foreign Service. 
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NobleFamilies,that were formerly both 
Wealthy and Powerful, whereof there 
are Six in particular at Berne, which 


I... 
Among the Citizens, there are ſeveral 


are called Noble by way of Diſtin&ion : 


| But they have long ſince been mixed 


with the Body of the Citizens, and 


now enjoy no Preheminence above 
them, but the ſmall ones of being called 
Junc ter, and of taking the Hand, as 
being Primus inter Pares, 
The Country is extremely Populous, 
and the Women the moſt fertile, Ibe- 


lieve, of any in Europe. One general- 


ly finds Nine or Ten Children in a F- 
mily, and ſometimes double the Num- 
ber. Nay there are Men in more than 
one Canton now alive, who have a- 


bove an hundred Perſons of both Sexes, 


deſcended from their Loyns. The Ca- 
tholick Cantons have the common Re- 
fuge of Convents, to eaſe Families that 
are overſtock'd with Children; but 
among the Proteſtants, theſe numerous 


Offsprings are very burthenſome, and 


make the richeſt Man ſeem poor, when - 
his Eftate comes to be divided equal- 


ly amon 


Chapter of their Government. 


them, according to their 
Laws, which | gave an account of inthe 
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Tho? great Numbers of Children are 


very chargeable to Families; yet Mar- 
riage does no where ſo univerſally ob- 


tain. And it is indeed made neceſſary by 
their Laws; for among the Proteſtants, 
no Body can have any Bailliage or o- 


ther Employment of Profit, that is not, 


or has not been married. So that if 


they did not continually drain their 


. Country, by keeping Troops in Fo- 
reign Service, they would ſoon be ſo 
much ove ſtock'd, in proportion to 


the Extent and Fertility of it, that in 


all Probability, they would break in 
upon their Neighbours in Swarms, or 
gꝗo further to ſeek out new Seats, as 
their Anceſtors attempted to do in the 
time of Julius Cæ ſar, and as the Hun: 
and other Northern Nations did, upon 

the Declenſion of the Roman Empire. 


In the Educa ion of their Youth, 


they initiate them betimes in the Pro- 


feſſion, for which they deſign them; 
and after ſome time ſpent at a Gram 


mar School, ſend them abroad, if they 
can afford it: Thoſe that are deſign'd 


for Trade, are ſent to learn it in Hol. 


8 land, France, or the Empire; and ſuch 
dzãẽã2s are deſtined to Arms, are entred 


Cadets in ſome ui Regiment abroad, 


_ 
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either in the French or Dutch Service, 
according as they are inclined, or as 
bey ſee a Proſpect of riſing; ſo that 


their want of good Education at home, 


| puts the m in a way of ſeeking it abroad, 


which generally turns to their Advan- 
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tage in the Courſe of their Lives. 
It is obſerved of the Sit gers, that 


they learn the Language, and put on 
the Manners and Faſhions of the Coun- 


tries where they live, with great Eaſe. 


They ſtudy them at fiſt to render them 


ſelves agreeable, and by Degre 33 5 5 


them habitual ; ſo that it is not difficult 
to find out, by the Air and Dreſs of 
a Sie Officer, in what Country he 


ſerves. Thoſe that ſerve in France 
for Example, appear as different in 


their Dreſs and Humours, from thoſe 
that ſerve in Holland, as if they were 
# two Nations. The former wear very 
gay Cloaths, have aForwardneſs in their 
Behaviour, and a Loquacity in their 
| Converſation, which they catch in 


that Country; while the latter are 


generally plain in their Dreſs, modeſtin 
their Manners, and reſerved in their 

Diſcourſe ; whereof the former > t ; 

| lities are more taking with the Wo- 
men of their Country, and the latter 


O- 


n 


246. 
with the Men, as more a 
their natural Tempers 
I bere are not wanting in this Coun- 
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greeable to 


try learned Men in the two Great Pro. 


feſſions of Divinity and Law, efpeci- 


ally in the Univerſities of Baxil, Berne 


and Lanſanne, as well as at Zurich; 
but, generally ſpeaking, their Clergy- 


maen are only Divines, and their Law. 
pyers meer Lawyers; few are to be 
found of an univerſal K 
as few, that have a fine Taſte of Po- 
lite Learning. This Defe&t does not 
proceed from want of Genius in the 


Knowledge; and 


People, but rather, in my Opinion, 


from want of Leiſure and Eaſe in their 
Fortunes. Every Man, as he grows 

up, betakes himſelf betimes to ſome 

_ Profeſſion, or is otherwiſe buſied in 
the Care of his Fortune, which the 


faſhion of Marrying Young makes ne- 


ceſſary; fo that there are few, whoſe 


Minds are free enough from domeſtick 
| Cares, to employ their Time in unpro- 
fltable Speculations, which are the 


proper Amuſement only of the Weal- 


thy and the Idle. This will be eaſily al- 
lowed, when it is known, that Parents 


here never diveſt themſelves in Favour 


of their Children, of any conſiderable 
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Part of their Eſtates during their Lives; 
they give them ſmall Portions when 
they Marry, then leave the young 
Couple to live upon the Intereſt 
of the Mony as they can, and 
keep Houſe for themſelves. Few a- 
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mong the richeſt of them will give a 


Son, when he Marries, a Sum in Prin- 
cipal of a Thouſand Pound, and the 
_ Generality not above half fo much; ſo 
that with all the Thriftineſs and good 
_ Husbandry poſſible, there are noneof 
them that can live upon the Intereſt of 
their Portions, without running inDebr. 
The Swizers have been noted, du: 
ring many Ages, for great Candour in 


their Dealings, and Simplicity in their 


Manners, as well as in their Dreſs. But | 
thoſe who examine them at preſent," . 
do not think they deſerve that Cha-. | 


racer, ſo well as they did formerly; 


and I have heard many of them com- 
plain of the Luxury and general Cor- 


ruption of Manners, introduced of late 


Years among them, which they chiefly 
attribute to the Officers, that return 
from Foreign Service, and particular- 

ly from that of France. However that 

be, it is certain, that the Cantons of 
Berne, Fribourg and Soleurre, that are 


" br ↄĩꝭ2A 
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much more of the Airs and Manners 
of that Nation in their way of Living, 


than the others that are more diſtant ; 


and it is a wonder to me, how the 


Town of Bazz1, that is ſituated upon 


the Frontiers of France, has ſo long 


maintain'd its Ruffs and old Sui 


1 Dreſs, both in Men and Women, a- 


geainſt the general Contagion of the 
French Modes. In the Three former 
Cantons, the French Language is more 


uſed among the Better fort, than the 
___ German; inſomuch that there are ma- 


ny of both Sexes, that cannot write 


their own Tongue. The Uſe of the 

French Language has introduced the 
Freedom of their Behaviour both in 
Men and Women, and has been fol- 

lowed by that of their Dreſs, or at leaſt 

an lmitation of it, as far as their Purſes 
can reach; and would be carried to a 

pet greater Exceſs, if the People were 

lett at Liberty to follow their own In- 

_ clinations. But here the Magiſtrate 


has wiſely interpoſed, and put a Curb 
upon their Vanity, by prohibiting all | 
_ coſtly Apparel; otherwiſe it were to 


be feared, that they would ruin them- 


* ſelves, 
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not able to vye with in Expence. 
Theſe Modes the French introduce 


— 
ſelves, by imitating a Nation, they are 


under the Notion of Politeneſs, where- 


of they make themſelves the Stand- 


ard, by which they meaſure that of all 


other Nations: Thoſe who come neareſt 


to them in their Faſhions and Manners, 


areintheir Opinion the genteeleſt ; and 
_ theſe Three Cantons are, for that 
| Reaſon, allowed by them to be the moſt 
Polite. I confeſs that a graceful Geſture 
and Complacency of Manners, tho* not 
'# abſolutely neceſlary, are little Advan- 
tages eaſily attain'd, and yet not to be 
FF contemned; but to lay great Streſs upon 
ſuch Trifles, and to take them for true 
Politeneſs, is quite miſtaking the Sia - 
dou for the Subſtance. Nay even as 


to the Exterior Air and Manners, in 


my Opinion, all Imitation is diſagree- 


able. Every Nation has its peculiar _ 


| Faſhions beſt ſuited to the Genius of 
the People; and what is moſt Natural, 


will always be molt Becoming. So that 


for one Nation to imitate another, is 
going out of its Character, and never 
turns to the Advantage of the Imita- 


tor. The French hive the Glory of 


ſeeing themſelves followed in theie 


% 
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Modes more than any other Nation, 


and at the ſame time the Pleaſure of 
making abundance of awkard Mi- 


micks, for want of conſidering, that 
what is the natural Effect of the Gay- 
neſs and Levity of that Nation, ren- 
ders a more Flegmatick People ridicu- 
lous, that endeavours to Copy them. 


If the People of theſe Three Cantons, 


| have ſuffered themſelves to be infect- 


ed by the Neighbourhood of France, 


with ſome Vices that are not of their 


natural Growth, I believe they have 
learnt from them ſome good as well as 
bad Qualities; and particularly owe to 
the Example of the French, the Sobrie- 


Ta ty that reigns among them. The Sit. 


Sers have always paſs'd in the World 


for great Drinkers, and ſtill have that 
Character; yet ] muſt do them the 


EE Julien to ſay, that how well ſoever they 


may have deſerved it formerly, it 


would be very unjuſt to reproachthem 
with it at preſent. The common Peo- 
ple of moſt Countries are apt to give 
1nto that Vice, and fo does the 951 
Peaſant; but for the People of Faſhion, 


8 whether Men of Buſineſs or of Plea- : 


ſure, the Practice of it is very rare a- 
— * elpectally 1 in | theſe Three : 


Can- | 
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Cantons. They have indeed Publick 
Feaſts, and ſolemn Occaſions of Re- 
Joycing, wherein Exceſſes are commit- 

ed, but their ordinary Habit and Courſe 

of Life is certainly very ſober. I am 
not indeed fo well acquainted with the 

| way of living in the other Cantons; : 

but by what I have heard of them, Il 


may venture to affirm of the Swirzers 


in general, that they are the leaſt given 
to drinking, of any Nation or Race of 


People ſprung from the German Stock. 


I wiſh I could as eaſily juſtifie them 5 


of another Crime laid to their Charge, 


which is the Corrupt Adminiftration 
of Juſtice. But that Vice is too pal. 
 Pable to be denied, and would argue 


co great Partiality in me, if I ſhould 


| paſs it over in Silence. It is certain, 
that in the Petty Cantons and the 
Common Bailliages, Juſtice is almoſt 
venal, and that the greateſt Profits of 


their Bailiffs ariſe from the Partial Exe- 
cution of it. All Criminal Offences, that 
are not Capital, among them are ge- 
nerally puniſh'd by Fines, which are 
applied to the Bailiffs Uſe, and it often 
happens, that in Civil Cauſes the beſt 
Purſe carries it. | ſhould be glad 
rrpption reign'd 
e 


= could ſay, that this Co 
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only in the Catholick Cantons, and 


Common Bailliages ; but it muſt be 
owned, that, tho' it be incomparably 
leſs in the Proteſtant Cantons than in 
the ochers, yet even among them, the 
Judges are ſometimes tempted by Pre. 
ſents to favour the wrong Cauſe; and 
their Bailiffs are not wholly free from 
Extortions. Not that the Sovereign 


| there does any way approve ſuch un- 
Juſt Proceedings; on the contrary, 


there are very ſevere Laws againſt Of- 
fenders of that kind; but as every Mem- 


ber of the Great Council has been, or 


may be one time or other in the ſame 


Cale, ſuch ſorts of Complaints are not 


too ni ely ſifted into, but rather ac- 


comma ſated between the Parties, un- 
leſs the Caſe be fo flagrant, that the 


Sovereign for his Honour is obliged 
to take Cognizance of it; and then the 


Bailiff is ſure of being puniſhed. 1 
juſtice and Extorti n in never ſoſmall 


a a degree, are certainly Faults not to 
be allowed in any Government: But 
if it be conſider d on one ſide, that 
the only Fortunes, which the Citizens 
can make in their own Country, ariſe 
from the Profits of heir Bui'li ges, and 
on the other, that the — paß 


little - 
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little or nothing to the Sovereign, it 


ought not to appear very ſtrange, if 
they connive at ſome few irregular 


Exactions. In thoſe Caſes it is, that 
they look with an indulgent Eye upon 


the Petty Failings of Men, oppreſs'd 
with numerous Families and narrow 

| Fortunes: And in this Senſe one may 
venture to ſay, it is harder for poor 
Men, than for rich, to enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven; for tho? I will 

not lay it down for an Univerſal Truth, 
that rich Men are honeſter than poor, 
pet, I think, I may boldly affirm, that 
poor Men often yield to Tempta- 
tions, which they would reſiſt, if they 


were eaſie in their Fortunes. 


The Women of this Country, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, are handſome ang 
well ſhaped: Bur thoſe that live inthe 
Neighbourhood of the Mountains, are 
ſubjet to Wens or ſwell'd Throats. 
Theſe Excreſcencies always di-figure 
| a Perſon more or lefs, and ſometimes 
make Monſters: For I have ſeen ſome 
of them half as big as one's Head. It 
is generally believed, that theſe Swel- 
lings are cauſed by Drinking Snow Wa- 
ters, which cannot be avoided by the 
People of the Mountains; for in the 
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Summer the Sun melts the Snow, 


which mixes with their other W aters, 


in ſpight of all they can do to hinder 
it. The Men have theſe Wens as much 


as the Women; but as Beauty is 
more the Woman's Property, and that 


the Men can better hide that Defor- 


mity by their Coats and Cravats, it is 


much more offenſive and conſpicuous 


in the one, than in the other. How- 


ever this Malady reigns chiefly among 
the common fort of People; the o- 
thers either are free from it, or elſe. 
ſtop it from growing to a Head, by 


| early and conſtant Remedies they take | 


for that Purpoſe. 


The Women want no Chara 1 


ther in their Perſons or Converſation, 


eſpecially in the Three Cantons of 
Berne, Fribourg and Soleurre, where 
they receive Viſits with the ſame Free- 


dom as in France; tho' in ſome others, 
where they are not often allowed that 


Liberty, want of Practice makes them 


a little puzzled in their Behaviour to 


: Strangers. They have, generally ſpeax- 
ing, the Reputation of being Chaſt, 


and certainly are good Houſwives; tho 
perhaps their Chaſtity among the 
Proteſtants, 1 is as much W to > their 


Foli- : 
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Political Inftitutions, as to their Com- 


plexions or Devotion. For as on one 
Side, all ſerious Gallantries paſs for 
Crimes among them, much more than 

in other Countries, and are puniſhed 
as ſuch, when found out; ſo on the 
other, all Incentives to Love are in 
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a manner retrench'd. All publick 
Spectacles, ſuch as Plays and Opera's, 


are forbid; there are no Balls or Dan- 


B cings allowed, but in caſe of a Wed- 


ding; and all fine Cloaths, with Sil. - 


ver or Gold, Jewels or Lace, are pro- 


hibited to both Sexes. Thus the Tem. 
| tations, to which their Women are ex- 
poſed, are fewer and weaker ; while 


the Motives to deter them, are more 
and ſtronger than in other Countries. So 


that the Law and Cuſtom diſcounte- 
nancing all Gallantry, and the early 

Cares of a Family taking up their 
Time and Thoughts, there are few 
of them, that buſie themſelves in Love- 


F Intrigues, which ſeem to be the Ef- | 
fects of Idleneſs and Luxury among 


the Women of other Countries. 


But to conclude this Chapter by epito- 5 

| mizing their Character; the Swit gers 

area People equal ir Logger in Arms, and 
MI + who 


. faithful o * 


> have 8 
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have more Eſteem for the Military Vir- 


tues, than for the Civil Ones, yet are de- 


ſirous to live in a perpetual Peace them- 
ſelves, and to make War for others. 


Theyare perfectly able, when united, to 


defend themſelves againſt any Invader; 
but not in a Condition to make Con- 


queſts upon their Neighbours. Their 
Country is crowded with People, 


Which generally make the Riches of 


bother Nations, but for want of Trade, 


increaſe the Poverty of this. It pro- 
duces none of the Superfluities of Life, 
and not enough of the Neceſſaries; 
yet by the Advantage of their Situ- 


os ation, both are ſupplied them by their 
| Neighbours at reaſonable Rates. It 


happens to be placed almoſt in the 
Center of Europe, without being tho- 
roughly known, and they are courted 
for their Valour by ſome of their Neigh- 
bours, who ſcarce allow them any o- 


ther good Quality. One may ſay of their 


Republicks, as of private Men: They 
are placed in a certain Mediocrity of 
Fortune, which puts them below En- 
vy, and above Contempt. One finds 
among them none of the gaudy Plea- 


ſuers of Courts, but a great deal of 


the Satisfaction, which proceeds from 
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a quiet eaſie Life. In ſhort, they 


have more Wit, and perhaps leſs Sin- 
cerity, than the World allows them; 
and ſeem to conceal ſome of the Sub- 
tleties of the Italian, under the Frank- 
neſs of the German. Their Virtues 


are natural to them; and their Vices 


chiefly owing to che Temptations, 
which Men ſtruggling with Difficulties 5 


are * to fall under. FP 
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CHAP. VII. 
NE: Of their Religion. 


IN the Courſe of this Relation, 1 
I have already taken Notice of the 


Difference of Religion among the Can- 


tons, and diſtinguiſhed the Catholicks 
from the Proteſtants. But as the Te- 


too well known, to need any Expla- 


nation, what I am going to ſay upon 


de Head of Religion, is to be under- 
ſtood of the Latter. I have only to 


| obſerve of the Catholicks, that they 
are thought to be the moſt zealous and 


|  bigotted of any in Europe, partly from 
the Ignorance wherein they are Edu- 
cated, and partly from their Mixture 


with the Proteſtants. For it has been 
long obſerved,that where the Two Re- 
ligions aretolerated in the ſame Coun- 
try, the Enmity upon that Account is 
greater, than between the Profeſſors of 


| each, who are of different Nations. 


| Becauſe where People of different Per- 
ſuaſions live together, and are _ 
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ged to have a continual Intercourſe one 


with another, the likethood of ma- 


king Converts is greater, from the 
People 


Propenſity of the common 
to reaſon among themſelves aboutreli- 


gious Matters. The Clergy therefore, 


to prevent theſe Deſertions among 


their Flocks, take more Pains to raife 


the Averſion and Horror of the People 

_ againſt the Religion of their Adver-= 
_ faries, than in a Country where there 
is but one Religion profeſs'd. From 


| which Reaſon it proceeds, that the 
| Roman Catholicks in Switzerland do 


really entertain moſt frightful Ideas of 
the Proteſtant Religion, and act inPur- 
| fuance of them, upon any Queſtion : 


that ariſes about it. 


It were to be wiſhed, that the Pro- 


teſtants agreed, like the Catholicks, in 


Doctrine and Diſcipline, as well as in one 


common Name ; but they are unhappily 
ſo divided into ſeveralBranches, that the 


general Denomination of Proteſtants | 


does not ſufficiently denote the Species. 
Therefore to explain it further, the 
Proteſtant Cantons are of the Reform- 
ed Religion, as it was eſtabliſh'd in 


3 | lens, both in Doctrine and Diſci 


France, and as it now ſubſiſts in Hol- 


— 
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They embraced the Reformation at the 
ſame time, that the great Revolution 
in Religion happen'd. While Luther 
preach'd in Germany, and Calvin at 
Geneva, Zuinglius, Oeca Lampadins, 
Bucer, Bollinger and others, were 
carrying on the ſame Work at Zurich, 
Bail, and other Parts of Switzerland. 
There was at that time ſo general a 
| Diſpoſition to ſhake off the Yoke of 


Papacy, and retorm the Abuſes crept 
into the Romiſh Religion, that it is 


highly probable, the Change would 
have been univerſal in that Country, 
if the Controverſie had been decided 


diy Scripture and Reaſon. But the Ca- 


tholicks not thinking fit to truſt their 
Cauſe to the Force of Argument, had 
 Recourſe to their beſtFxpedient, Arms, 
and made War upon ſuch as embraced 


tze new Opinions, as they were then 


called; wherein they were ſo ſucceſs- 
ful, that they got the better of the Pro- 
_ teſtants, particularly in a Battle fought 


at Coppelen in 1531; by which Means, 
they ſtopt the Progreis of ihe Refor- 


mation, reducing by Force to the Ro- 
miſn Religion many that had deſerted 
it, and fixing others that were waver- 
ing. Notwithſtanding which Succeſs, 
Db Eon eo 7 
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more Battles were fought between 


them before they could come to any 
Temperament; in one of which, Zuin- 


or 


glius himſelf was kill'd. At laſt . 


both Parties growing weary of the 
Civil War, a Religious Pacification 


was made, by which it was, among 


other things, ſtipulated, c That every 
Canton ſhould regulate Religions 
BH <« Matters, as it thought fit, in ita 

* own Dominion, each retaining the 


4 Religion it then profeſſed, and en- 


| «& thers upon that Account. 


This Agreement was made in 1531, 
and reſtored Peace to Switzerland ; 


not but that ſome Diſſentions have ſince 1 
happen'd among them, which have 
broke out into Wars, but they have 


always been of ſhort Continuaince; 


the Deſire of living in Peace, impo- 


ſing upon each Party a neceſſity of 
mutual Toleration in their common 


Bailliages, where there is often a Mix- 


ture of both Religions; whoſe Diſputes 
have nevertheleſs given Riſe to all the 
Wars, that have hitherto happen'd be- 


tween the Cantons. 
Tbe Proteſtant Cantons h 


aving thus 


ſettled themſelves, and their Religi- 


ab. — — — 2 — ; 
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on in Peace, and fearing, that Differ- 
ences among them in Point of Do- 
ctrine might probably ariſe, if not pre- 


vented in time, ſummon'd a Synod of 
all the Proteſtant Clergy of Switzer- 


land, in order to eſtabliſh an Unifor- 
mity in theic Articles of Faith, as well 
as in Point of Diſcipline. This Sy- 


nod met in 566, and drew up the 


Articles of their Belief, ſo well known 
under the Title of Confeſſo Helvetica, 
which has ever ſince been univerſally 


received in all the Proteſtant Churches 
of that Country. In this Confeſſion of 
Faith, they have embraced the Opini- I 


ons of Calvin about Grace, Free-will, 
Election and Predeſtination, in their 
utmoſt Rigour; and ſince the Tenets 


— Arminius, which had for ſome time 


divided the Reformed Churches, were 
condemned by the Synod of Dordrecht, 
they oblige all Miniſters, before they 

can be admitted into Holy Orders, to 
{wear to maintain and defend the Re- 


formed Religion, as it is contain'd in 


the Helvetic Confeſſion, and to op- 
poſe to their utmoſt Armini ani ſin, and 
all other Doctrines contrary to the 
J 
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Tho! there be a Toleration of both 


Religions in the common Bailliages, 


as [ have already obſerved, yet there 


is none in the Cantons themſelves : 
Among them, every Body mult con- 


form to the Eſtabliſh'd Religion of the 
Canton, or leave the Country, tho“ 
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they be Natives. It is ſufficiently 


known and felt, that the Roman Ca- 


tholicks ſuffer the Fxerciſe of no Re- , 


ligion but their own, where they are 
the Maſters; but it might be expect. 
ca, that the others ſhould have ſone 
Indulgence for Proteſtants, who diſſent 


from them. They are not indeed ſo = 


tire out of the Country, with full Li- 


berty however of ſelling their Eſtates, 
and carrying their Effects along with 


them. 


| Endeavours to eſtabliſh an Uniformi- 


The proteſtant Contons have not 
been much troubled with Sectaries 
ſince the Reformation; ſo that their 


void of Chriſtian Charity, as to im- 
priſon, or infli& corporal Puniſhment 
on them; but they oblige them to re- 


ty, both in Doctrine and Diſcipline, 
have been hitherto very ſucceſsful, yet 
they have not been totally free from 


3 them: And in the Canton of Herne „„ 
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further, if they had not 
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particularly, Two Sets have ſprung 


up, which would 8 have ſpread 
een cruſhed 
in the Beginning. One of them is 
called the Pzerijts, and the other the 
Anabaptiſts. The former have no par- 
ticular Tenets in Point of Doctrine, 


that I could ever diſcover, and pre- 


tend only to a greater Sanctity of Life, 
and Turity of Manners, than their 


Neighbours. What diſtinguiſhes them, 


is, that they abſtain from the Publick 


_ Worſhip of the Church, ſome under 


the humble Pretence of their un wor- 


5 thineſs to appear in God's Houſe; and 


others, becauſe, they ſay, they cannot 


 edifie by the Preachings of worldly- 
minded Men, whoſe Lives are a Con- 


_ tradiction to their Doctrines. In ſhort, 
theſe Pietiſts ſeem to be a Sect of an- 
cient Hypocrites, revived under a- 
nother Name: For thoſe, who have 
obſerved their Manners, find moſt of 
them to be puff'd up with ſpiritual 


85 Pride, and fraudulent in their Deal- 
ings, making uſe of the Mask of Re- 


ligion, the better to ſurprize the ea- 


ſie and credulous. Such of them, as 
der to make Converts, have been ba- 


Hilbed; 
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niſhed; but thoſe that keep their Opi- 
nions to themſelves, are not taken 


notice of. 


4s for the Anabaptiſts, their Sect 
is not new in the World; but was ſo 
in the Canton of Berne, till of late 
Vears, when it beg:n to make ſo con- 
|  fi:terable a Progreſs among the com- 
mon ſort of People, that the Sove- 
_ reign was forc'd to interpoſe his Au- 
thority, in order to put a Stop to it. 
They have two Tenets, whereof one 
| renders them obnoxious to all Sove- 
reigns, and the other makes them par- 
ticularly unfit to be ſuffer'd in Sit- 
Ser land. The firſt is, that they do 
not willingly acknowledge the Power 
of Magiſtrates, or take an Oath of 


Fidelity to the Sovereign, as a Pledge 


of their Obedience: And the Second, 
that they hold it utterly unlawful to 
hear Arms, even in Defence of their 


Country. This laſt Opinion is not on- 


ly deſtructive of the nd, for which 
Publick Societies of Men were inſtitu- 
ted, which was Self-Prefervation, but 


is more particularly dangerous here. 


In moſt other Countries, the Sove- 
reigns have ſtanding Troops in con- 
tant Pay, ready to be employ'd in 

-m_ cr os mo 
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their Defence, when it is neceſſary; 
but in this, they keep no regular 
Troops on Foot, and rely entirely on 


their Militia; ſo that if this Opinion, 


of the Unlawfulneſs of bearing Arms, 


ſmould prevail, they would become a 


N Society of Non: reſiſting Chriſtians, 


who muſt neceſſarily fall a Prey to the 


. firſt Invader. And in Fact, the Go- 
vernment of Berne perceiv'd, that ſe- 


veral of their Peaſants, who were en- 


roll'd in their Militia, began to ex- 
cuſe themſelves, upon Scruples of Con- 


ſcience, from marching when they 
were commanded; So that it was 


thought high time to put a Stop to 
this growing Evil; which, if it had 
ſpread, mult have ended in the Diſſo—- 


| Iution of their State. Therefore they 


began to apply the Remedy, by ba- 


= niſhing all their Teachers, and put- 5 


ting a Price upon the Heads of ſuch 
of them, as ſhould be found in the 

Country after a certain time, declar- 

ing, they ſhould, in Caſe of Diſ- 


obedience, be puniſhed with Death. 


Some of them, upon this Proclamation, 


retired out of the Country; whereof 


a few returned in a ſhort Space of 


Time, and were executed, as faſt as 
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they could be apprehended. But the 
Sovereign finding, that other Teachers 
ſprung up daily in the room of thoſe 
that were bamiſh'd, and yet thinking 


it too cruel, to put People to Death 
for Matters of Conſcience, reſol- 
ved to go to the Bottom of the E- 
vil, by baniſhing all Anabaptiſts in ge- 
neral. Some of them left their Coun- 
try voluntarily, and others were car- 


ry d out by Force; ſo that ſeveral - Hun- 


dreds have been ſent Abroad at diffe- 
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rent Times. The laſt Convoy of them, . 
conſiſting of about Three Hundred, 


woas ſent to Holland above three Years 


ago; ſince which time, there has been 


no more Talk of them in the Canton . 


quite extinguiſh'd there. 


The moſt plauſible Reaſons alled ged 8 


buy them, for not tolerating Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, are grounded only upon Poli- 
tical Conſiderations, They ſay, that if 
they ſhould tolerate them, their pow- 
ertrful Neighbours of the Romiſh Church, 
would perhaps from thence take Oc- 
caſion to demand a Toleration of Ca- 
tholicks; that it is found by Experi- 
ence, that no Controverſies are hand. 
led with ſo much Warmth, as Religi- 
. „FF.. In 
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ous ones; that thoſe Sorts of Diſputes 


ever have an influence upon the dtate, 


which, tho' managed with never ſo 
much Moderation, raiſe Parties that 
muſt neceſſarily weaken it, and when 


puſh'd with Violence, as they ge- 


nerally are, often endanger the Sub- 
verſion of the Government; That 
the Catholick Cantons are continu- 8 
ally upon the Watch, to take Ad- 
vantage of them, and would not fail : 
to ſupport the Diſſenters againſt the 
Eſtablith'd Church, to gain a Party to 
their Intereſt, and to play the two Par- 


= ties one againſt the other, in order to 
ruin the Whole. For theſe and other 
_ Reaſons, they ſay, it is inconſiſtent 


both with their inward and outward 


| -__ vecmity, conſidering their Situation, 
to tolerate Diſſenters in their Country. 
They grant indeed, that if divers Sects 


had taken Root among them from the 
time of the Reformation, and grown 
together with it, they ſhould not think 


= juſt to extirpate them by violent 
| Means: But fince there has been a 


perfect Uniformity of Worſhip from 


that Time, they think themſelves 


ſufficiently authorized, by Divine and 
; Humane Laws; to cruſh any Sect in 


its 
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its Infancy, which if left to its ſelf, 
would infallibly produce a Schiſm in 
the Church, and Diviſions in the State. 
gut to paſs on from the Form of 


their Religion, to the Effects of it, 1 
may ſafely ſay, that, in all outward 
appearance, it produces very good ones 
on the Lives and Manners of their 
People. One cannot but obſerve a- 
mong them, a regular Attendance on 
the Divine Worſhip in their Churches, 
and great Exact neſs in receiving the 
| Sacrament at the ſtated Seaſogs of the 
Year; inſomuch that, neither Maſter 
nor Servant, who would not paſs for 
| ſomething more than a bad Liver, e- 
ver fails the Holy Communion at thoſe 
fixed times. The Magiſtrate takes all 
poſſible Meaſures to prevent Debauch- 
es of any kind, and no Publick Vice, 
that may give Scandal, goes unpu- 
niſh'd; ſo that ſuch, as will be more 
wicked than their Neighbours, muſt 
take care to keep their Vices fromthe 
knowledge of the Publick, and be k-Hy- 
pocrites at leaſt, if they will not be 
virtuous. They are very Charitable 
both on publick and private Occaſions: 
They have not only Hoſpitals wellen- 


| dowed, but give to common Beggars 
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more frequently, than is practiſed with 


us. When the French Proteſtants came 
into their Country in Swarms, juſt af. 
ter the Revocation of the Edict of 
Navtes, they exerted their Charity at 
an uncommon rate in theſe Cantons, 
every Citizen lodging and feeding 
ſome of them in his Houſe for a con- 
ſiderable time; fo that to do them 
juſtice, one muſt own, that both in 
Relation to the poor of their Country, 
and to thoſeof others in any great and 
common Calamity, they give Exam- 
ples of Chriſtian Charity much ſur- 
paſſing thoſe of many other States, who 
are ſuperior to them in Power and 
J/%d%%dddd 7 
Their Clergy, generally ſpeaking, 


lead very Exemplary Lives, and ſuch 
as do not, are ſure of being degraded. 
They are very Laborious; ſo that few 


of them make leſs than two or three 
_ Sermons a Week, which they always 
Preach without Book, and deliver with 
proper Action, keeping a Medium be- 
tween the Theatrical Geſtures of the 
French and Italian Preachers, and the 
cold Unactiveneſs of our own. They 


have a great deal of Power and Cre- 


dit in ſome of che Cities, particulayy | 
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in Zurich, Geneva and Neufchatel; 
where they take too great a Liberty 
of handling matters of Politicks in their 


Sermons, and endeavour to work up 


the Paſſions of their Auditors to their 
own Views and Opinions. This Pra- 
Rice may ſometimes be of Uſe to a2 
State, but in general is thought dan- 
gerous; for which Reaſon the Clergy 
is never allowed in the Canton of Berne 
to touch upon thoſe Points: There the 
Sovereign confines them to Subjects, 
that belong to their Profeſſion; and 
in other Caſes, as well as in this, keeps 
the Clergy in a greater Dependence 
upon them, than any of the other Pro- 


"0! 
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land, that a Country, tho' it 
have neither good Havens, nor abound 
in native Commodities proper for Ex- 
portation, may pet drive a prodigious 


7 Trade, provided there be great Num- 


bers of Inhabitants employed in Manu- 


: factures, and that the Carriage and 
Tranſportation of them be cheap and 


eaſie. But it is not to be expected, 


that a Country like this, ſhould flou- 
riſn by Tr-de, that is ſituated out of 
the xeachof the Sea, and among Moun- 

tdteiins paſſable only by Mules, to Tran- 
ſport their Commodities. So that 
the Unhappineſs of their Situation, and 

the Difficulty and Expence of Land- 

Carriage, together with the want of 
native Commodities to export, or of 
Induſtry in the Inhabitants, to ſupply 
that Defect by eſtabliſhing Manufa- 

cdu es, are ſo many powerful Reaſons, 


that have concurred ro diſcourage 
e = Trade 


FE find by Experience in Hol. 
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Trade in this Country. For it is cer= 
tain, there is no where ſo ſmall an Ap- 
earance of it as here; and that they 
think ſo little of enriching themſelves 
that way, that they are contented to = 
buy of their Neighbours all the Con. | 
veniencies, and molt of the Neceſla. | 
+ FF 5 Se _ 
All the native Commodities, that are 
exported from Switzerland into other |! 
Countries, are Horſes and Black Cattle 
Lvich their Produce, Butter and Cheeſe. | 
France buys 74 time of War, great 
Numbers of the Former for remount. 
ing their Cavalry, as well as for their 1 
Trains of Artillery; infomuch that I I 
have known Ten thouſand Horſes 
| bought in this Country in one Year, 
for the uſe of the French Armies. Ihle 
King of Sicihh, during the late Wars, 
has generally uſed German Horſes for 
his Cavalry, and Sui ones for his Dra- 
goons and Artillery; but if he ſhould be 
at War with the Emperor, and all the 
Paſſes from the Empire be ſtopt, he has 
no Reſſource but in this Country. Great 
Numbers are likewiſe {old in the Mi- 
laneſe, and other parts of Lombardy 
for Coaches; ſo that this Commodity | 
may be reckon'd the moſt profitable _ 
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Branch of their Trade. As to Black 
Cattle, they vend likewiſe good Num- 
| bets of them in [zaly; and for their 
Cheeſes, they are famous all over Eu- 
rope FFT. 
Theſe Commodities are common to 
all Switzerland; but there are Five 


Y | Towns in it, where a general Trade may 
de laid to flouriſh, in Compariſon of 


the others; they are Zurich, Bagil, 
Schaf hauſen, Geneva, and St. Gal. 
Zurich is famous for the Manufacture 


of Crapes, which they make in per- 


fection, and vend in great Quantities 
all over Europe: And St. Gal is no 
leſs renowed for Linnen, which tho” 
not comparable to that of Holland, yet 
the great difference in the Price, gains 
them the Preference among the com- 
mon ſort of People in theſe Parts, and 
even among the Gentry, who are not 
rich enough to be very nice in their 
Linnen. The other Three Towns are 
not diſtinguiſh'd by any particular Ma- 
nufacture: But Bægil and SchaſFhauſen 
being ſituated upon the Frontiers of the 


Empire, are convenient Magazines for 


Merchandize to be exchanged between 
France, Italy and Germany; which 
Trades bring Employment, and con- 
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ſequently Profit to their Inhabitants, 


among whom are ſeveral conſider able 


Merchants. 


At Geneva the People are natural- 


ly induſtrious, and do not only en- 


courage all Sorts of Trade in their 
City, but readily receive good Work- 


men from any other; whereof there are 


great Numbers of French Refugees, 5 


who have introduced ſeveral Manu- 


factures, that were not known there be- 
fore; by which Means it is become 
the moſt flouriſhing Town of all Swz- 

zerland, and generally ſupplies the 
reſt of it with their beſt Commodities, 


even to the Furniture of their Houſes, 
becauſe their Workmen are-reckon'd 
the moſt faſhionable. Beſides their 
Manufactures, they have ſeveral Ban- 


kers of note, who have Dealings in 
| moſt of the trading Towns of Europe: 
and, during the laſt War, negotiated _ 
great Sums of Mony, both for France 


and the Allies. Some of them ſuffer- 


ed indeed conſiderably by their Loans 
to France; but others, that had the 


good Luck to get themſelves repaid, 
made prodigious Gains by the Great 


Intereſt they received for their Mony. 23 ve 
To theſe Advantages, if you add _ VF 


keepers than Merchants. 


. ed Price. Thus the Sovereign of 
e , DO om mmm 
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of their Situation, which makes them 
a convenient Mart for Merchandizes 
to be interchanged between France 
and Italy, it will not appear ſtrange, 


if that City thrive by Trade. 
The other Towns of Sit ger land 


have no more Trade, than is neceſſa- 


ry for ſupplying their Inhabitants with 


What they want; and their Traders 


may more properly be called Shop- 


With the Profit ariſing from the Sale 


ol theſe few Commodities and Manu- 
factures, the Sit ger muſt buy great 
part of the Neceſſaries and Convenien- 
cies of Life. They have neither Corn nor 
Wine enough of their own Growth, 
and are ſupplied with both from the 


M:laneſe and Circle of AY” ahi _ They 
have no Salt in their Country; yetare 


ſo far from wanting it, that Brel, 


 Franche-Comte and Bavaria vye one 


with another, who ſhall ſell it themat 
the cheapeſt Rate. The Cantons u- 


| ſually takeit of thoſe that are neareſt to 


them, to leſſen the Expence of Land- 
Carriage, and have conſtant Treaties 
with the Owners, for ſupplying them 


yearly with a certain Quantity at a fix- 
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each Canton is the Merchant of Salt; 
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and makes a Profit by ſelling it out a 


gain to the People by Retail. Tis 


true of late Years indeed, a Mine of 
Salt has been diſcovered in the Canton 
of Berne, near Aigle upon the Fron- 
tiers of the Country of Valais, which 


in time may be ſufficient for that whole 
Canton, andperhaps forall Switzerland, 


if the Succeſs be anſwerable to Ap- 
pearances; but at preſent it produces 
a ſmall Quantity in Proportion to the 


Conſumption. Beſides theſe Neceſ- 


ſaries, moſt of the Superfluities of Life 
muſt be brought from abroad; ſince 


they either want them totally, or have - 


them not in ſufficient Quantities 


In the next Place it is to be obſer- 
ved, that as they have no Manufa= 
| Qtures of Wool, Hair or Silk, what: 


ever is neceſſary for Apparel of Men : 
or Women, Or for Furniture of Hou- = 


ſes, comes likewiſe from abroad. 
They make indeed ſome courſe Stuffs 


for cloathing their Peaſants; but all 


other Ranks of People are clad with the 


Manufactures of other Countries; nay 


even their Handicraft-Men are, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, fuch Bunglers in their 


Trades, that the better ſort of People 


. 
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uſually ſend for their Common Uten- 
ſils from other Parts. PL NE 


Whoever will take the Pains tocom- 


pare their Exportation with their Im- 
portation, muſt by this Account caſt 


up ſuch a Ballance againſt them, that 


he will rather wonder to find there is 
any Mony left in the Country, than 
that it is a poor one. It is certain, that 
nothing leſs than a Peace abroad of a- 
| bove two hundred Years ſtanding, 
could enable them to hold out againſt 
ſuch continual Drains: And even with 
that Advantage, the Species of Gold 


 __ and Silver are ſcarce in Publick Com- 
mameerce; to which Scarcity, two other 
CQ.aauſes do not alittle contribute. One 


is, the continual Hoarding up of the 


Species in thoſe Cantons, that have a 
public Treaſure; which, for want of 


Circulation, is loſt to the Country; 
and the other is, the want of Conve- 


niencies, in placing Mony at Inte- 


reſt upon good Security, which for- 
ces the People to put it in Foreign 
Banks; and ſo the Country is de- 
_ peived of the UG ot. © 


The Ballance of Trade being there- 


fore ſo much againſt the Switzers, it 
became abſolutely neceſſary for them, 


to 
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ro prevent the Conſumption of foreign 


Commodities, as much as poſſible, by 


retrenching all Superfluities, eſpeci 


ly in Apparel and Furniture. For 
which Reaſon, there are very ſevere 


Sumptuary Laws in Force among 


199. 


them, which prohibit the wearing of 


Jewels, Gold and Silver, Silks and 
| Thred-Lace, and whatever elſe is 
more coſtly than uſeful in Drefs, tho“ 
with a little Indulgence to the Wo- 


men, as to dilks, upon Feſtivals, Wed- : 
dings and other ſolemn Occaſions. 


This Prohibition ſerves to put a 2 


to the Exceſſes in Appirel, which 
young People would na urally run 


into, if they were left to them 


elves; 
and hinders the Evil from increaſing, 


| but is by no Means a Remedy. Nor 
indeed can any Expeſlient be found 
out, to prevent the L xportarion of 


their Species, but by eſtabliſhing 
Manufactures in the Country; which 


may ſerve at leaſt for their own 


Conſumption, if not for Exportati- 
tion. Tis true indeed their Wool 


is not good, nor have they any vilk 
of their Growth ; but they may 


ſupplied with both by their Neigh- 


bours at eaſie Rates. When great : 


N Number 
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Numbers of French Proteſtants left 


their native Country, after the Re- 


vocation of the Edict of Nantes, 


many of them retir'd into Swztzer- 


land, and try'd to eſtabliſn ſeveral 
Manufactures there; but not bein 
ſufficiently protected and encouraged 


by the Sovereign, and being on the 


other Hand perſecuted by the Na- 
tive Citizens, who will not ſuffer a- 
ny Foreigner to exerciſe his Trade 
in any of the Capital Cities, they 
were forced to give over their Deſign, 
and removed into other Countries, 
that gave them a more kind Recepti- 
on. By this Means the Proteſtant 


Cantons loſt the beſt Opportunity, 


Bi they perhaps will ever have, of e- 
recting uſeful Manufactures at home. 


The Privileges granted to the Citi- 
zens, of excluding all Strangers from 
enxerciſing any Trade, might be juſti- 


8 | fred, if they could work as well them- | 


ſelves ; but ſince they are neither noe 
uffer 


Workmen themſelves, nor will 


Strangers, that are ſo, to live among 
them, there is no Hopes of ſeeing a- 


ny uſeful Manufactures flouriſh. This 
— Difficulty I take to be greater, than 


. that ariſing from the want of Materi- 
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als of their own Growth; ſo that till 


the Sovereign find out ſome way of li- 


miting the Privileges of their Citizens, 


ſo as to make them conſiſtent with 
the Publick Good, the Swzirzers will 
always be cloathed by Foreigners, and 
_ drain'd of their Mony, to pay for other 


People's Goods and Labour. 5 
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SO 1 3 HIS Country, conſidered in ge- 


neral, being naturally barren, and 


ite Inhabitants ill ſupplying that De- 
fect by their Commerce, the Publick 
Revenues cannot be very conſiderable; 


*the rather, becauſe the Cantons are ſo 
indulgent to their Subjects, as to con- 
tent themſelves with the uſual Regalia, 


appropriated every where to the do- 


vereign, without laying any additio- 


nal Taxes upon them. However, if 


the Wealth of a State is to be compu- 
ted, like that of a ſingle Perſon, by 
the Income in Proportion to the 1{- 
ſues, ſome of theſe Common -wealths 


= ought not to be called Poor. For tho 


their yearly Incomes be ſmall, yet they 
are greater than their Expences; ſo 
that they can afford to lay up a little 
Sum every Year, which in a long 
Courſe of Time amounts to a conſide- 
Table Treaſure. For it has been often 
obſerved, that a Commonwealth, a- 
e e ee, 


: ment, b 
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mong many Defects in other Points, 


has two great Advantages in OFco- 
nomy over a Monarchy; one that 


it is a much better Husband of the 
Publick Tieaſure, becauſe it diffi- 
pates none of it to gratifie private 
Pleaſures or Paſſions, which is fre- 
quently pratis'd among Princes; and 
the other, that it ſpends much leſs in 
the 3 Charges of the Govern- 
paring the Expences of a 


Court, Guards, and other Sorts of 


| Magnificence, Which hath been | by 
_ ſome called properly enough, The 
Embroidered Part of the Govern- 


When I ſay, Some of the Common- 
wealths of Switgerland ought not to 
be called Poor, I mean thoſe with Ci- 
ties; for the Petty or Popular Can- 
tons have ſcarce any publick Revenues, 
but tax themſelves by Voluntary 
Contributions, according as the pre- 
ſent Occafion requires. Nay i have 
been aſſured, that when ſome of them 
have got together in their Treaſury, a- 
bout the Value of a Thouſand Pi- 
ſtoles, the Communities have more 
than once agreed to divide that Sum 
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among themſelves, and apply i it to their 
Private Uſe; tho' after it was done, 
they have from time to time forbid the 
like Practice for the future. . 
I ſhall therefore ſay nothing of the 5 
Revenues of the Petty Cantons, as 
not worth mentioning. And among 
the Seven others with Cities, it is to 

be obſerved, that the Revenues of the 
Proteſtants are, in Proportion, great- 


er than thoſe of the Catholicks, be- 
acauſe the former are in Poſſeſſion of 
the Church- Lands, which were ſeized 

gat the time of the Reformation; Out 


of the Revenues whereof, they do in- 


däeed maintain their Clergy; but that 


Expence does not amount to near the 


Income ariſing from them. The Ca- | 


EE, tholick Cantons with Cities, are Lu- 


cerne, Soleurre and Fribourg; all 


TY which have Publick Revenues ; but lo JF 


- ſmall, that, by what I can learn, when 
the Annual Charges of their Govern- 


maent are defrayed, the:e remains lit 
lle to be laid up in the Publick 'K . 


ſur 
55 Ji! and Schaffhauſen, tho' {mall 
_ Cant:ns in Extent, yet by their Trade 
are richer in Proportion than the 
Thiee Catholics Ones, and ale 1 
7 5 BS 
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have a Sum in their Treaſury, ready for 
any ſudden Emergency. But the Two 
Cantons, which may properly be call- 


ed rich, if compared with the others, 
are Zurich and Berne; whereof the 


former, by the Advantage of Trade, is 
perhaps the richer in proportion to its 
Territory, but the latter is ſo much 


larger, that, I believe, its Income is 


double. 


The Revenues of the Canton of 
Berne ariſe from five Branches. Firſt, 
The Lands or Demeſnes of the Sove= 
| reign. Secondly, The Tenths of the 


: F ruits of the Lands. Thir dly, A cov. ; 5 


tain Tax upon Rural Lands, which 2 


| they call in French, Cenſes Fongieres. | 
Fourthly, Duties or Cuſtoms upon 
Merchandize. And Fifthly, The Re- 


venue ariſing from the Sale of Salt. 
S The Firſt Article produces great quan- 
tities of Corn and Wine, which they 
lay up in Magazines, erected for that 
' Purpoſe in the ſeveral Bailliages, and 
| ſell again to the People, when they 


think fit. The Second, conſiſting in 5 


the Tenths of the Fruits of all the 

Lands of the Canton, except ſome few 
Seigneuries of the Gentry, which by 
their particular Tenure are gs i 

VN Hs Is 
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from that Tax, muſt needs run very 


high in ſo great a Diſtrict of Country. 
The Third is a Tax upon ſuch Lands, 


Zs are not poſſeſſed by Gentlemen, like 


the Taille in France, and may amount 
annually to about a French Livre per 5 


Acre. The Fourth produces bur little, 


both becauſe their Trade is ſmall, and 
| becauſe the Duty impoſed on ler- 


” chandize is very eaſie, in Proportion 
to the Value. The Fifth Branch a- 


riſing from Salt, is very conſiderable, 


ö becauſe the Sovereign alone ſells it by 
Retail to the Subject, and impoſes up- 


on it what Price he thinks proper. 
There is another Tax in uſe, called in 
French, Le Lod or Le Lot, which is 
a Fine amounting to the Sixth part of 


the full Value of any parcel of Land 
or Eſtate, payable upon every Sale to 
the Sovereign by the Buyer. But this 


Tax being purely caſual, no juſt Eſti- 
mation can be made of itz Produce. 
l have not been wanting in my F ndea- 


vours, to find out what Sum theſe ſe- 


veral Taxes may produce yearly, in 
the Canton of Berne; but could not 
get any Satis factory Account, becauſe 


its Revenues conſiſting chiefly in the 2 


| Sale of Corn and Wine, are more or | 
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leſs, according tothe Price thoſe Tom- 


modities bear; and as the Sovereig 


ſells none in cheap Seaſons, it hap- 
pens, that during ſome Years toge- 
ther, they put little or no Money in- 
tothe Treaſury, and at other times, lay 
| wp in one Year the Revenue of many. 
| Thus much is certain, that this Can- 
ton, and that of Zurich are the only 
Two, that may be properly ſaid to 
have Sums of Mony in their Coffers. 
Berne in particular, has at this time 
zooooo Pounds Sterling at Intereſt; 
yet that Sum, as I am credibly in- 
form'd, makes not a Sixth Part of what 
remains in the Treaſury. Zurich has like= 
wiſe good Sums; tho not near ſo much 
a⁊s the other. They who venture to gueſs 
at their annual Revenues, compute 
thoſe of Berne at 300000 Crowns at | 
| leaſt, and thoſe of Zurich at above 
half as much; whereof they ſay about 
two Thirds go to defray the Ordinary 
and Extraordinary Charges of the Go- 
vernment. By which Computation, 
Berne lays up about an hundred thou- 
ſand Crowns a Year, and Zurich a- 
bdbove Fifty. If this Calculation hold, 
there muſt be the Produce of a great 
many Years, to make up the Sums 
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thoſe two Cantons are ſuppoſed to have 


at preſent in Bank. But this is only 


2 Conjecture, which I am not able to 


make out by any good Proofs: W here- 
fore I chuſe rather to leave the Point of 
the Revenue of each Canton undeter- 


min'd, than venture, as a late Vene- 
tian Author has done, to fix it with- 


out ſufficient Authority, 


As to the other Cantons, I have al- 


ready obſerved, that the Six Popular 
ones have, properly ſpeaking, no fixt 


Revenue; and that of the Seven others 
withCities, the Three Catholick Ones, 
Taucerne, Soleurre and Fribourg have 


little more, than what is neceſſary to 


daeefray the ordinary Charges of their 


Government. However, that little o- 
verplus ſerves to put them in a Condi- 


tion of maintaining, for three or four 


Months, the ſmall Number of Troops, 


Which they can ſend into the Field: 


And for the Two ſmall Cantons of Ba- 
Sii and Schaf hau ſen, they are at leaſt 


as well provided with Mony, as any of 


the Catholick Ones, in proportion to 

the Number of their Militia 

It is to be obſerved upon the whole, 
that the Sums, which each Canton has 

in its Publick Treaſury, are the only 


1 
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Funds they can reckon upon in caſe 
of a War. Other States have recourſe 
to extraordinary Means, in thoſe Dif- 

_ ficulties ; but here it is mot practicable 


to impoſe New Taxes; ſince, if a War 


' ſhould break out, the greater Part of 
the Subjects, on whom they are to be 


; levy'd, would be employ'd in their 


Militia. However, as Switzerland 


will, in all appearance, ſeldom have any 
Wars, but Religious ones, and thoſe 
only among themſelves, I doubt not 
but the People, out of Duty to their 


Sovereign, and Leal for their Religi- 

on, would contribute all they could 

to the Defence of both. But a War 

of anyContinuance would ſo ruin their 
Country, that they would not be 

in a Condition of paying new 


| Taxes for the Support of it: So that 


| ſuch Cantons, as have not ready Mo- 


ny when a War breaks out, muſt not 


expect, that their Militia ſhould keep 
long together, to make War at their 


_ own F:xpence; and conſequently muſt 


pe expoſed to all the Dangers and 4 
| curſions of a Defenceleſs People. = 
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HE Cantons of Switzerland, 
from the firſt !nſtituticn of their 
Governments, never kept in Pay any 
Mfanding Troops. All their Military 
| Expeditions, during their Wars mn} 1720 
the Houſe of Auſtria, were perform'd 
dy their Militia, which were paid by 
their reſpective Cantons, while they 
kept the Field, and diſmiſs'd as ſoon 
zs the Campaign was ended. Howe- 
ver they gain'd ſo much Experience 
In the Courſe of that long War, that 
their Troops had the Reputation of be- 
= ing the belt Soldiers in Europe. Since 
that War ended, they have paſs'd a- 
bove two Ages in Peace, unleſs one 
would reckon the Skirmithes that have 
happen'd among themſelves, by their 
Inteſtine Diviſion upon Religious Ac- 
Counts; but they were of ſo ſhort 
Continuance, in proportion to ſucha 
Length of Time, that they can ſcarce 
bde called an Interruption of a ro = - 
FFF "Pra 
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Europe, that the 
on in Foreign Service, have behaved 
themſelves, during the two laſt Wars, 
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Two Centuries. The firſt remarka- 
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ble Rupture of that kind happened in 
1531; the Second in 1656; and the 


Third in 1712. The two former turn'd 


much to the Advantage of the Catho- 
licks; but the Third, which laſted four 
Months, was ſo favourable to the Pro- 


ſubdued their Enemies, if they had 


tdeeſtants, that they would have entirely 


thought fit to have purſued their Con- 


queſts, or rather, if the Neighbourin 


Catholick Princes would have ſto 


Neuter in the Quarrel. 


A Diſuſe of War, during ſo long a 


Tract of time, has given Riſe to an 


Opinion, that the Switgers are much 
fallen from their ancient Valour; tho! 


I hear no Proofs alledged to ſupport ns 


it. On the contra 


2 it is known toall 
"roops of that Nati= 


with equal good Conduct and Bravery; 7 


ſo that the Accuſation in ſhort, will be 


found to amount to no more than this, 
that new- raiſed Troops are not ſo good 
as Veterans, which is a Poſition that 


F no Body will deny in general. 
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of their Militia. Chap. X. 
The Cantons urge ſeveral Reaſons, 


_ - why it is improper for them to main- 
_ tain flanding Troops. Firſt, they ſay, 
they are taught by the Experience of 
all Ages, that a Standing Army en- 


dangers the Liberty of a Country, and 


has oftenoverturn'd Governments. Se- 
condly, That very few of them are 
— rich enough, to maintain conſtantly 
ſuch a Body of Troops, as may be ſuf- 


ficient to ſecure them from the Power 


of their Neighbours. And Thirdly, 


That a ſtanding Army maintain'd' by 


any of the Cantons in time of Peace, 
would raiſe ſuch Fears and Jealoufies 


among the others, that all Switzer- 
land would be in a continual Alarm; 


fo that the Powerful Princes in their 


— Neighbourhood would infallibly in- 


e 1 and oblige ſuch as were arm'd, 
to di 


sband their Forces. In order there- 


fore, to maintain their ſeveral Civil 


Governments in perfect Freedom and 


Independence, to lay up Mony for a 


time of War, and to avoid giving any 


Jiealouſie to their Neighbours, none of 
the Cantons thin fit to maintain any 


ſtanding Troops; inſomuch that the 


Burghers do Duty, and mount the 
Guard at the Gates of their Capital Ci- 
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ties. But to ſupply this Defect, and to 


de in a Condition of defending them- 


other Cantons, as far as their Riches 


JJ. 5 } SEES 
in the Canton of Berne, the whole 
Body of the People, from ſixteen to 

ſixty, is enroll'd in the Militia; where: 


of about a Third is regimented under SY 


the Names of Fuſileers and Electio- 


narier, to which the other Two Thirds 


ſerve for Recruits. 


IT be Fufileers are the Firſt Drau ght, 


conſiſting of the Flower of the Peo- „ 1 


ple, both for their Age and Size, and 


are all unmarried, that they may be : 


ready to march at an Hours warning, 
 Where-ever the Service of their Country 


requires; which Men encumbered with _ 


| Wives and Children cannot fo eaſily | 


do. 3 1 
| Ge 1 The 


3 NR oct actoas 
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The Second Draught, called Electi- 


onaries, conſiſts of married Men, of 
an Age and Size proper for Service. 


Theſe two Bodies, when they are 


in Service, are recruited out of the 


Two Thirds that ſtay at home; that 


is, the Fuſileers out of the Batchelors, 


and the Electionaries out of the married 
Men. 


Fach Regiment of Fulileers conſiſts. 


5 of ten Companies, making two Bat- 


talions; and each Regiment of Ele- 
CTCiionaries of Twelve Companies, be- 


tides the Field and Staff- Officers. 


The Companies of the firſt Sort are 


e of an hundred and ten Men, — 
eeighteen Officers High and Low; and 


thoſe of the latter are of two hundred 
and eighteen, including * Officers - 


of all vorts. 


Every Man that is liſted, provides 1 


him aft with Arms at his own Expence; 
and the Regiments are all armed inan 


uniform manner, after the neweſt Fa- 


ſhion; for which Purpoſe, there is an 
Officer called a Commiſſioner of Arms, 


whoſe Buſineſs it is, to inſpe& their 


Arms and Mounting, to take Care 
they be conformable to the Standard, 


and to puniſh ſuch a as fail in thoſe Par- 


ticulars. e e Since 
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Since the Late War in Switzerland, 
they have likewiſe introduced an Uni- 
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formity in the Cloathing, and all their 


Troops are now Cloath'd with grey 
Cloth, tho? with Facings of different 


3 Colours, to diſtinguiſh the Regiments. 


The Canton of Berne found, by the 
Experience of the laſt War, that Ca- 


| valry was of very little Uſe to them in : 


_ aCountry ſo Mountainous and incloſed; 3 
therefore they have ſince converted 


all their Light-Horſe into Dragoons, N 


except One Regiment of Cuiraſſiers, 


which the Vaſſals are obliged to main- f 


| tain at their own Expence, oy why of 2 
Homage to their Sovereign. 


Each Regiment of Dragoons conſiſts 


of Ten Troops; and each Troop of 


Sixty Men, every Regiment making ” 


| Five Squadrons. 
As totheir Arms and Accoutrements, 
they are according to thene welt Faſhi- 


on, and uniform like the Infantry : And 


their Horſes are alſo of the Men's own 
Providing, none being receiv'd into — 

the 'Dragoons, but Subſtantial Far- 
mers, who always keep Horſes for 

» their other Occaſions. 1 

Tho? the Militia, both Düne 


and — provide their Horſes, 
—_ Arms 1 5 
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Arms and Accoutrements at their own 


Expence, and receive noAllowance from 
the State, while they ſtay at home; yet 


vFbhen they are in Service, their Pay is 


ſettled upon the following Foot, dou- 
ble Pay being allowed to the Officers 
the Firſt Month, to enable them to 
5 * themſelves in Equipage. 5 


Pay of the Field and Staff Offcers. 
French Livres. 
- Colonel per Month 240 
| Lieutenant- Colonel VV 
—_— 10 
Aide Major i 
m_a ww 
TTT. 
 Chirurgeon. V 
Clerk 55 5 — 


Tol B73 10 
Pay 15 a C ompany.. i 


Captain per Month . 120 

| Captain-Lieutenant 90 
JJ hl 75 
Second Lieutenant . 

-—_— . 

Fach Serjeant —F 
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Each Under Officer 12 
Each Corporal 8 
 FEach Drum and Fife 1 
Each Appointce N 


The Each Soldier 
The pay of the Fuzileers, Eledtio- | 


naries and Dragoons is the ſame, with 
this little Difference, that the Dragoon 
Officers are ſupplied with Forrage gra- 
tic, which the Foot-Officers pay or; 
and the Private Dragoon has Six pence 


2 Day, and Ammunition-Bread; where- 


zs the Foot Soldier receives but Four 


Pence per Day, the other Two Pence 


BW being deducted for his Bread. 1 
The Officers in both have this 1 

38 ther Advantage, that every Field-Of- 
ficer is allow'd Two Servants paid by 


the State, upon the Foot of Common 


| Soldiers, and each Captain and Subal- 
tern, One. i 
The State keen ſupplies the Sol- 8 


over. 


diers with Hatchets, Kettles and Tents, 
reckoning five Men to a Tent; all 
which are returned into the Ar-- 

ſenal at Berne, when the Service is | 


Tho” the Militia be da wad, 1 1 8 
= as 1 have already ſaid; yet there is kept = 
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Set of Arms for the whole Militia of 


the Canton, ready to be delivered out 

in caſe of Accident. And as a fur. 
ther Proviſion, there is a third Set of 
Arms for the Militia of each particu- 

lar Bailliage of the Canton, kept in a 

little Arſenal made for that Purpoſe, 
in every Caſtle, where the reſpective £4 
3 Bailiffs reſide. | 


In each Bailliage is likewiſe kept a 


Sum, amounting to Three Months 
Pay for the whole Militia of that Bail- 
- wi; which Mony was raiſed upon 


5 the ſeveral Communities for that uſe 


many Years ago, and is reſerved for 
1 any preſſing Occaſion: Inſomuch that 
” the State did not think fit to touch a. 


my of thoſe Sums during the laſt War, 


but rather to ſupply the Expences of 


it out of their Publick Treaſury at 
Berne. Nor indeed can it be diſpoſed 


of withaut the Conſent of the ſeveral 
Communities; ſince the chief of each 


has one Key to the Iron Cheſts, where- 


in it is kept, and the Bailiff another, : 


| that it might not be made uſe of, but 
when both the Sovereign and People Y 


ET ſhould find it e, 


1 
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As to their Artillery, there is a ve- 
ry large and fine Train kept in the Ar- 
ſenal at Berne, ready to March upon 
the leaſt Warning, beſides a good Num- 
ber of Cannon diſperſed upand down, 
2 the Caſtles where the Bailiffs re- 
HS 
Por the Service of this Artillery, 15 
there are Three Companies of Can- 


noneers, and one of Bombardeers, 
of an hundred Men each, with their 
proper Officers, which are kept in con- 
ſtant Pay, and are under the immedi- 


ate Command of a Waggon-Maſter- | 
- General. : 
As for Horſes and Waggons for 
the Uſe of their Train, and of the Am- 
munition and Bread. Waggons, every 
Community in the Canton is taxed to 
furniſh the neceſſary Number, and each 


| Knows the Proportion it is to ſend, ij 
which they get * upon the firlt — 
Notice. 5 1 


There belong: likewiſe to the Train 
of Artillery, a Company of an hundred 
and Twenty Men of ſeveral 1 rades, 
ſuch as Carpenters, Smiths, Wheel- | 


 wrights, Sc. ready to make or repair, 
| Whatever may be 3 1 


Service. 15 1 
0 2 FO There 


* . 
f 9 
=_ 
©? 
* 
ro 
* 
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\} 
* 
* 
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8 
Ĩ bere is alſo a Company of Guides 
actually lifted, who have their Captain, 
Lieutenant and other Officers, and 
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are perfectly acquainted with all the 


Roads of the Country. : 


As to the Poſt of General, or Com- 


mander in Chief, no Body has it in 


time of Peace, the State thinking it 
beſt to be at Liberty, to chuſe ſuch a 


Perſon as they ſnall judge moſt proper, 
when there is Occaſion for one: So 
that the chief Military Officer, who 


is always in being, is the Preſident of 
the Council of War at Berne. For the 


ſame Reaſon, they do not fill up the 


b Employments of Secretary at War, 


Commiſſioners of Victualling, Trea- 
ſures, Quarter-Maſters, Grand Prevot 

and others, till the Army is to march 
J 


But whenever a General is named 
for any Expedition, he is accompani- 


ed with Deputies from the State, who 


are always Men of the firſt Rank, and 
of great Experience. Without their 


Conſent he can undertake no Military 


Operation: But when they approve 


bat he propoſes, he is at full Liber- 
ty to execute as he pleaſes, and never 


can be queſtion'd for the Succeſs of 


any 
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any Enterprize formed by their Ad- 
Vice. 


the Militia of Berne is regimented and 


armed; how they are paid in time of 
Service; ; and the Diſpoſitions that are 
made, for ſupplying all the Wants of a 
 welk-regulated Army. But as the chief 
Objection to a Militia, is their want 
of Diſcipline, it will be proper to 
mention the great Care that is taken 
of exerciſing the Officers and Soldi- 
ers, as often as their Vocations will : 


give them leave. 


In order to it, I muſt obſerve, that 
the Canton of Berne is divided into 

eight Diſtricts; whereof each has an 
Officer called a Grand Major, who : 


has a Salary from the State. 


The Duty of theſe Grand Majors i is, 8 
to take Care, that all the Militia, both _ 
the Regimented and the others, be in a 
conſtant Readineſs to march; and that 
their Arms, Ammunition and Cloath- _ 
ing be in good Condition, enn 


0 the Regulation. 


The General, together with theſe 
Deputies, diſpoſes of all Military Em- 
in the Field, but in time of 

eace, the Great Council gives them. 
Thus have ſhewn, in what manner 


h For 5 
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For that Purpoſe, they frequently 
: make their Rounds, each Grand Ma- 
jjor in his Diſtrict, to viſit both Officers 
and Soldiers, and draw them out at 
38: | leaſt once a Year for a general Re- 
| T2 view. 
Theſe Grand Majors have beſides, 
=: an Officer in every Bailliage of their 
.ittricts, called a Commiſſioner of 
Arms, whoſe Buſineſs it is to ride all 
the Year round from one Communi- 
ty to another; to have the Men exer- 
| ciſed every Sunday and Holy Day af- 
ter Divine Service; to take care, that 
their Arms and Accoutrements be in 
good Order; to ſee, that every Com- 
munity have a proper Room to lay up 
their Arms in; and, in caſe of Failure 
in any of theſe Particulars, to puniſh 
the Offenders according to the Na- 
ture of their Fault. 
Beſides this publick Exerciſe, there 
are Butts ſet up in every Community, 
were the People at certain times of 
the Year meet every Day, to ſhoot 
with their Muskets, that they may 
learn to be good Marksmen. 5 
The fame Practice is obſerved a- 
mong the Cannoneers and Bombar- 
deers, * lken iſe exerciſe Ebbe 
© elves 
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ſelves about a Month in a Year, by 


and Mortars ; ſo that all 
taken to make them expert in the Di- 


ſhooting at Marks with the great Guns 
poſhble Care is 


{cipline, and Trade of War. 


Their Militia being thus regulated, 


and in a conſtant Readineſs to march, 


proper Methods are taken for the ſud- 

den raiſing them, upon any Alarm in 

the Country. To which Purpoſe, there 

are all over Switzerland certain Sig- 

nals, ſet up at proper Diſtances, which 
anſwer one to another. There is 

one of theſe Signals in every Bailliage, 

which ſtands on the moſt confpicueus 
Place, to be the more eaſily ſeen. 
They conſiſt of a Pile of dry Wood, 

and an Heap of Straw; the Wood to 
give the Signal by Fire in the Night, 
and the Straw by Smoak in the Day- 


At every one of theſe Signals, there 

is a Corporal with a conſtant Guard 

of ſix Men, both Day. and Night; 
whoſe Orders are, to ſet fire to their 
Signal, upon a ſudden March or Ir- 
ruption of any foreign Troops, or 
when they ſee any of their Neighbour- 

ing Signals lighted, and to give Re | 


| 
} 
1 
' 
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other Countries 
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diate notice of it to the next Com- 
manding Officer in thoſe Parts. 


When therefore any Alarm is in the 
Country, the whole Body of the Mi. 


litia takes Arms, and marches to their 
ſeveral Places of Rendezvous, accord- 
ing to the private Orders given to all 
the Commanding Officers for that 
Purpoſe. F 
Ihus the Militia is ſettled with ſo 
much Exactneſs, and ſuch Care is ta- 
ken to have good Store of every thing 
that may be wanted upon a ſudden E- 


* 


mergency, that they may be rather 


ſaid to be an Army cantoned, than an 
undiſciplined Militia, to be drawn to- 
gether with ſuch Hurry and Confuſi- 
on, as thoſe Bodies generally are in 


An other great Ad vantage to their 
Militia, is, that it is the Cuſtom a- 
mong their Youth, to ſerve three or 
four Vears in the Swiſs Troops in Fo- 
reign Service; after which time, their 
Captains are obliged to give themLeave 
to return home. Thus moſt of their 
Farmers and Husbandmen have ſeen 


ſome Service; ſo that one may look up- 


ona Third of their Troops to be old 
Soldiers, which help to form and di- 


ſcipline 
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ſcipline the reſt much ſooner than in 


Places, where the ſame Method ts 


not practiſed.. 


I ſhall not venture to ſay, what W. 
ber of Men the whole Militia of Sit- 
zerland amounts to: Others have ta- 
ken upon them to reckon them up, 
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but without any certain Rule to guide 


them in their Computation. I ſhall 


only obſerve, that, during the laſt War 
in 1712, between the two Cantons of 


Zurich and Berne on one part, and 
the five Catholick ones on the other, 
there were on both Sides about eighty 
Thouſand Men in Arms, whereof near 
Forty Thouſand were of the Canton 


of Berne, and above Twenty Thou- 
ſand of that of Zurich, tho' only the. 


| Regimented Troops were raiſed; 
which, as I have already ſaid, make 1 
but one Third of their Militia, 


This Eftabliſhment is actually put 


in practice, in all its Extent, among the : 
| Proteſtant Cantons: But I believe ſome. 
of the Catholicks fail in many Particu- 


lars of it, becauſe they have not Mo- 


ny to ere& Magazines of Corn and 
Hay, and to ſupply themſelves with 
ſeveral other Neceſſaries, that are 
wanted to put an Army in a Condi- 

tion of taking and keeping the Field. 


1 TAY of Government. there is none 
to be found in the World like that of 


| Switzerland, as it now fſubſiſts under 


the Name of the Helvetict Body. It 
Is true indeed, that its Fate refembles 
that of the United Provinces in the 
following Circumſtances. Both States 


were once Provinces ſubject to the 
Houſe of Auſlria, which enjoy'd great 
Liberties; but being both oppreſs'd, 


each took Arms in their Defence, and 


ook off the Yoke of their Princes. 


Both were obliged to maintain War 
for near a whole Age againſt that 

_ Houſe, and both forced it at laſt to 
own them for independent Sovereigns: 
| Nay the Sovereignty of each of them 
was acknowledged at the fame time, 
by the Treaty of Munter in 1648, tho? 
the Revolt of the Swirzers preceded 
that of the Dutch above Two hun- 
__ _ dred and fifty Years. The latter were 


indeed acknowledged 


be Concluſion. Wy 

to be Free and 
Independent, by the Truce of twelve 
Years, concluded between them and 


the Arch-Duke Albert in 1609; and 

the former were, in effect, declared fo 

by the Hereditary Union, made firſt 
between S:gi/mund Arch-Duke of 
Auſtria, and the Switzers in 14773 
and afterwards more formally renewed 
with the Emperor Maximilian in 11. 
However Spain reviv'd its Pretenfions 
to the Seven Provinces at the End of 

the Truce, when the War began a- 
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ain, and the Emperors ſtill kept on 


Foot their Title to Switzerland, till 

| the Treaty of Monſter, when they | 

were both more ſolemnly declared by 

their ancient Sovereigns, Free and n- 

dependent for ever. 
In theſe common 


. Circumſtance, —R 
the Fortune of Switzerland, and that 


of the United Provinces agree; tho WD 


their Frame of Government, and the 


Figure they now make in the World, 


| are too different to admit of any 
| Corpariſon, unleſs it be by way of Op- 


poſition. —_ 


But tho' there be no preſent Form 
of Government like that of the Hel- 
vetick Boy; Yet among the Ancients, 


"= 
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the Commonwealths of Greece bear ſo 

great an Analogy to thoſe of Swit zer. 
land, that if one did not know the 
Frame, into which the latter is caſt, 

to be the Work of meer Chance, one 
could not help thinking, that ſome 

| Legiſlator had propoſed ancient Greece 

for his Model. Of which two Forms, 
it may not perhaps be amiſs to ſhey 
the Reſemblance in ſeveral Inſtances. 
As the Cantons of Sw: zerland were 
formerly ſubject to Princes, whoſe 
Yoke they ſhook off on Account of 
their Tyranny, and erected themſelves 
into Common-wealths; ſo were the 
Cities of Greece firſt ſubject to Kings, 
Whoſe Oppreſſion obliged them all by 
9 Degrees to expel them, and change 
2 the Forms of their Government. 
| Te Commonwealths of Greece were 

— ſituated between the two powerful 
M.onarchies of Perſia and Macedon, 
whereof eachendanger'd their Liberty 
in its turn. The Princes of the for- 
mer were called the Great Kings by 
way of Eminence, and were ſo dan- 
gerous Enemies to the Greczans, that 
they not only invaded at Pleaſure their 
_ Colonies on the Coaſts of Aſia, but 
more than once march'd prodigious 
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Armies into the Heart of their Country; 
particularly the two Kings Darius Hy- 
daſpes,andhis Son Xerxes. The Kings of 
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Macedon indeed, for a long Tract of 


time, were not powerful enough to do 
them any Harm, but by Degrees came, 
through the Advantage of their Neigh- 


bourhood, t o be no leſs dangerous than 


the Per ſian; eſpecially in the time of 


Philip the Father of Alexander the 


Great, who firſt turn'd his Views to- 


wards the Conqueſt of all Greece. The 1 


Cantons of Switzerland are likewiſe | 


ſituated between two great Princes, 


the Emperor and the King of France; 
whereof the former has made ſeveral 
fruitleſs Attempts to reduce them to 
Obedience, ſince the time of their 
Revolt; but either deſparing of Suc- 
ceſs, or being diverted from thoſe At- 
| tempts by greater, the Houſe of Au- 
| ffria has liv'd in Peace with the Sw:it- 


zers for above two Ages; as theKings 


of Perſia never form'd any conſider- 
ainſt the Grecians, 
after the Death of the above-mention- 
ed Xerxes. Since the time that the 
Per ſian Kings quitted their Deſigns 
upon Greece, no Enemy aroſe ſo for- 
midable to thoſe Commonwealths, as 


„„%%;ͤ t 
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bours of the Cantons of Switzerland. 
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the Kings of Macedon; among which, 
both Philip and his Son Alexander 
made ſeveral Conqueſts upon them; 
the latter particularly overturned the 
State of Thebes, and deſtroy'd their 
City: So the Kings of France are now 


become the moſt dangerous Neigh- 


It does not appear as yet indeed, that 
they aim at the Conqueſt of it, as Phi- 


lip and his Succeſſors did at that of 
Greece, becauſe the Temptations are 


not the ſame. Greece is a fertile Coun- 


try, and thoſe Commonwealths were 


iich; whereas Switzerlandis poor and 


barren, and the People are ſo fond of 
Liberty, that tho? it ſhould be con- 
 quer'd, it would coſt more to keep it 

in Subjection, than its Revenues can 


amount to. But the King of France 
will always have his Views of keeping 
the Switzers in an indirect Depen- 
dence, by influen-ing their Counſels, 


and engaging them to ſupply him with 


a good Body of their Troops; which 
is all the Advantage he could reap from 
that Country, if it were his own. In 
order to which, the Catholick Can- 
tons are crowded with his Penſioners, 


Juſt as Demoſthenes complains, that A- 


5 thens, 
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thens, and the other Grecian States 
were with thoſe of YHilip. . 
| Thus the Situation of the Grecian 
— Republicks, in relation to their Po WW - 
: on Neighbours, engaged them to 
enter into a mutual Confederacy for 
their common Defence; and, as often 
as Occaſion required, to hold Diets, 
| compoſed of Deputies from the moſt 
conſiderable of them, where the pro- 
per Meaſures to be taken for the Good 
and Safety of Greece, were debated, 
and Orders given for putting in Exe- 5 
cution the Reſolutions they took. 
| Theſe Deputies were called the Am- 
| | phiftyones, or States-Generalof Greece, 
which firſt uſually aſſembled at Ther- 
= mopyle, and afterwards at Delphi. 
So it is well known, that the Switzers 
| have their Diets or States-General, 
_ compoſed of Deputies from each Can- : 
ton, whoſe Buſineſs is the ſame, as 
that of the Amphittyones was; and that 
the Motive of joining them in this Fœ- Di bus 
deral Union, was the fame mutual - 
Defence againſt their Powerful Neigh- | 
bours. Notwithſtanding which, each — 
Canton remains an independent Sove- 
reignty, juſt as ** Grecian C 
. did. TE 5 
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The Parallel between the Repub- 

licks of Greece and of $wztzerlandholds, 
not only in Relation to their Politi- 
cal Conſtitution, and Situation, but 


alſo in the Succeſs of their Arms. The 


ſurprizing Acts of Valour performed 


by the Grec:ans againſt the Armies of 


Darius and Xerxes, have been atleaſt 
_ equalled by thoſe of the Swirzers a- 
gainſt the Houſe of Auſtria. The Bat- 
_ tle of Morgarten, where Thirteen hun- 
dred Switzers routed the Arch-Duke 


Po to Teopold's Army of Twenty thouſand 
Men, and kill'd above twice their own 


Number of the Enemy, may be put in 
Competition with the Battle of Mara- 


| rhon; and that of Sempach, wherein 


the ſame Arch- Duke loſt his Life, and 


his Army of near Twenty thouſand 


Men, was beaten by Sixteen hundred 


_ Swmatgers, if conſidered in all its Cir- 


cumſtances, was a more ſurprizing 
Victory, than that of Platæa. And 
to crown all, the Battle fought near 
Meſen in the Canton of Glaris, may 
not only be compared to that of Ther- 
mopylæ, but ſeems to be a Copy of it, 
that exceeded the Original. þ 
Three hundred Spartans attack'd the 
Perſians in that narrow Paſs, and all 


Or as 


Peri 
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periſh'd in thewild Attempt ; ſo Three 


hundred and fifty Swi#zers not only 
attack'd, in ſuch another Paſs, an Ar- 


my of Eight Thouſand Auſtrians, (ac- 


cording to the loweſt Accounts, for 


ſome Authors ſay, they were Sixteen 
Thouſand) but gain'd the Field of Bat- 
tle. This Victory is celebrated eve- 


A with great Solemnity, by a 


blick Proceſſion in the Canton of 


Slarit, and eleven Pillars are erected in 


the Field of Battle, to mark the Pla- 


ces where the wit gers rallied: For 


| their Hiſtory ſays, that they were re- 
| pulſed ten times; but rallying the E= 
leventh, broke the Enemy's Army, 
and put them to Flight with great 


Slaughter. Theſe Pillars {till ſubſiſt as 
Monuments of their Bravery ; and the 


People on the Day of Proceſſion, re- 


turn Thanks to God at each of them 
for ſo ſignal a Victory. When they 
come to the laſt Pillar, one of their 


beſt Orators is choſen to make the Pa- 


negyrick of theſe Three hundred and 


fifty Men; who, when he has finiſh'd 


his Oration, reads over a Liſt of their 


Names, juſt as Hiſtory ſays, the Spar- 


| fans cauſed the Names of their Three 5 
Hundred Citizens, who fell at the 
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Battle of Thermopyle, to be cut in 
| Braſs, to tranſmit their Memories to 


Poſterity. 
To carry on the Parallel, the Com- 


monwealths of Greece had their In- 


teſtine Diviſions and Civil Wars, as 


well as Foreign Ones. The two moſt 


powerful, Athens and Sparta, waged 


2 War of Twenty Seven Years, which 
had no better Foundation, than aJea- 


louſie between them for Precedence. 


The two moſt Powerful Common- 


wealths of Switzerland, which are 


Aurich and Berne, have not yet been 


ſo unadviſed, as to make War one a- 


gainſt another upon that Account: 
However it is well known, that their 


common Enemies uſe all their Arts to 
_ raiſe Jealouſfies between them, and to 


encourage Berxe to claim the Prece- 


dence of Zurich in Rank, as it al- 
ready has it in Power. But as Berne 
has been hitherto wiſe enough to re- 
ʒject ſuch Inſinuations; ſo it is hoped, 
it will always be too cautious to give 
into a Snare, which muſt end in the 
Ruin of both States, and in the Tri- 
h of their Common Enemies. 


hs the Commonwealths of Greece 
eir — Wars too, as well 
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a5 thoſe of Switzerland. The Phocenſes 


were declared Sacrilegious, for having 
plowed up ſome Lands belonging to 


the Temple of Delphi, and appro- 


priated to their Divine Worſhip: Up- 


on which, a ſort of Sentence of Excom- 
munication was iſſued out againſt them, 
and Philip of Macedon undertook to 
put it in Execution. Accord ingly he 
made War upon them, wherein he was 
ſo Succeſsful, as to Conquer them, and 
then demanded Seſſion in the Coun- 
cil of the Anphictyones, as a Mem- 
her of their Body, in the Room of 
the Phocen/es, whom he had ſub dude. 
The Grecians were fo imprudent, or 
ſo tame, as to give him Place among 
them; from which time, he became 
Arbitrator of all their Differences; and 
by that means Macedon would probably 
have ſoon given Law to all Greece, 
if he had lived long after, or if his Son 4. 
 lexander had not been taken off from 
_ thoſe Views by purſuing greater in Aa. 
 Trislikewiſe well known, that the Com- 
monwealths of Suit zerland have had 
no other Wars among themſelves, but 
Religious ones; and that one of that 
kind broke out in 1512, which enled 
ina Peace fo advantagious to the Pro- 
e P 4 7 5 teſtants, . | 
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theſe Diviſions, the view of the King 
of France, like that of Philip, ſeems to 


Die Concluſion. 
teſtants, that there is yet no Reconci- 
liation between the Parties. During 


have been, to get himſelf declared Sole 


Arbitrator of their Differences: And 
if one may judge by Appearances, he 


| Mill endeavours to be acknowledged 
zs ſuch, in a new Alliance, which, it 


is thought, he will take the firſt good 


— Opportunity of propoſing to them; but 


it is preſumed, the Cantons are too wife, 
to ſuffer any Foreign Prince to inter- 
fere in their Domeſtick Affairs; and 
that the Examples of all Times will teach 


dem, that a Powerful Neighbouring 
Prince, erected as Judge among little 


Commonwealths, will ſoon find means 
to preſcribe em Laws, and ſhew them, 
there is no Difference, in that Caſe, 


between their Judge and their Maſter. 


lf they continue ſo prudent,as to avoid 


may preſerve their Liberty, as the 


 Grecians did, between two Great 
Princes, till ſuch a Reſiſtleſs Power, 
as that of the Romans, ariſe again, and 
cover-run all Europe with its Con- 
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of the Switzers. 


"HE Allies of the 8 are, 7 

| the Gri/ons, the County and 

. Town of Neufebatel, the Abbot and 
City of Se. Gal, the Palefians, the 
Republick of Geneva, and the Towns 

of Mulhauſen and Bienne. But it is 

to be obſerved, that there are few, if 

any, of theſe diſtin Governments, 

that are allied equally to all the Thir- 

teen Cantons: They are ſo reſpeive- 

ly but to part of them, and generally 

to ſuch, as are of the ſame Religion 

with themſelves, tho* the Allies of 

each diſtinct Canton be acknowledg- 

ed as ſuch, by the whole Helvetic 


Body. 


APPENDIX. - 


Containing an Acromnt of the Allies 2 


What 1 have faid of the Soil a 5 
Climate, of the Manners and Diſpolt- 
tions of the Switzer, is ſo applicable 


to their Allies, that * are to be con- 
: _ lidered 
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: Gdered as Part of the ſame Peor le. 
Therefore J ſhall only add ſuch a fur- 
ther Account of their ſeveral Diſtricts 
and Governments, as may ſerve to di- 


ſtinguiſh one from another, and give 


the Reader a general Idea of each. 


of the Grifons. 


| THE moſt powerful of thair Al. | 


lies, both for Extent of Coun- 


try, and Number of Inhabitants, is the 


Republick of the Gri/ous. Their 


„ 83 was called Rhætia by the Ra- 


mant; and now conſiſts of three Pro- 
vinces, joyn'd for their common De- 
fence in a Fœderal Union, like that 
of the United Provinces, and forming 
cne State, under the Title of The Re- 
publicł of the Three Leagues of the 


_ Griſons; their Leagues or Alliances 


one with another, having given the 3 
Name of League to each Province. 
The Firſt bears the Name of the Grey- 


1 Tor both in German and French, 
5 or 


5 e Griſon-League properly ſo call- 5 
ed; which being the moſt conſidera- 
"I of the hree, has communicated 

its Name to the whole Country. The 

9 Second! is called the — of God's 


2 - 
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Houſe, becauſe the Biſhop of Coire ** 


in it. And the Third, the League of 


the Ten Juriſaittions, as . 4 


ſo many Communities. 


The Country is bounded on the 
North, by the Province of Suabia in 
the Empire; on the South, (including 


their conquered Countries of Valtel. 
lina, Chiavenna and Bormio) by the 
States of Milan and Venice; on the 


Eaſt, by the County of Tirol; and on 


the Weſt, by the Cantons of Vry, G- 5 


ric and Appenzel. 
The People were formerly ſubje& ' 


to ſeveral Princes; ſome to Petty o . 
| vereigns, ſome to the Biſhopof Coire, 
and others to the Houſe of Auſtria. 
Thoſe that were under the Firſt, either 
bought their Liberty, or became Free e 
by the Extinction of the Families of 
their Lords. The Biſhops of Coire by 
degrees loſt all their Power, chiefly 
at the time of the Reformation; ſo 
| that at preſent, they have no Share =: 


Influence in the Affairs of the Govern- 


ment; and the Houſe of Auſtria has 


at ſeveral times fold ſo many of its 


I Rights, that it has nothing now left 


in that Country, but the little Lord- 
* of * of which the Gri- 
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ſons are the direct Sovereigns. By theſe 


degrees theGr:/ons became Free and In- 


dependent, and erected themſelves into 
a Democratical Commonwealth, whoſe 
Sovereign Power is lodged intirely in 
the People; every Man inthe Country, 
from Sixteen Years of A ge, having an e. 
qual Vote, as in the Petty Cantons; tho 
they have a better Method of collecting 


| their Voices, than that of drawing to- 


gether the whole Body of the People. 
Each League is divided into Com- 
munities, which have ſo many Votes. 


The Grey or Eriſon- League has Twen- 
ty Seven; that of Gods Houſe Two 


and Twenty; and that of Tie Ten Ju- 
riſdlictions Fourteen ; which makes in 
n Theee, 1 hus all Reſolutions - 
about their Publick Affairs, are deter- 

mined by the Plurality of Voices; that 


is, the moſt Voices in each Community 


from the Opinion of that Commu- 

nity, as the Votes of the Plurality of 
the Communities form the Reſoluti- 
on of the Republick, upon te mat». 
ter in Queſtion. 8 
Fach of theſe cane der is go- 
verned by its own Municipal Laws 
and Cuſtoms, chuſes its own Magi- 


ſtrates, and is a fort of Petty Sove- 


we reignty, like the Cities in 3 nd : 
5 5 everal | 
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ſeveral Communities of each League : 
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have their Provincial Diets, formed 
by a Deputy from each Community; 


where they annually chuſe their Head 


or Chief, with other Officers of that 
Particular League, and do not ill re- 


ſemble the Provincial States of the ne. 


United Provinces. 


Beſides the Particular Diets, which rs 
conſider only of the Affairs of their 
own League, there are four Sorts of 


Diets or Congreſſes in uſe among 


them, compoſed of Deputies from all 1 


the Three Leagues, which meet a- 


bout the Affairs of the 3 5 


often as Occaſion requires. 


The Chief Aſſembly called, a Gene- 
ral Diet, is compoſed of a Deputy 


from every Community, that has a 


| Vote, beſides the three Chiefs; nde 
is held once a Year in each of the 
Three Leagues by turns, the Chief of 


the League, where the Diet is held, 


always preſiding. The fixed time of 
the Meeting of this Diet, is towards 


the end of Auguſt. Its chief Buſineſs, 
beſides any oy Affairs 


that may happen, is, to hear 


and examine the Publick 1 . 
which Matters uſually take wp about 
Three W eeks time. . The 


Appendix. 
The Second is a Half-Diet, as it is 


called, conſiſting of half the Number 
.- Deputies; ſo that two Communi- 
ties ſend but one Deputy between 


them, which they agree to chuſe by 


Turns. This Half-Diet has no fix d 
Times of meeting, being convened 


only when it is thought neceſſary. 


The Third is called a Congreſs, 


conſiſting only of Three Deputies for 
each League, beſides the Chiefs. It 
| uſually meets once a Year, about the 


Beginning of March, for the ordina- 
try Affairs of the Government and is 
always held at Coire, as well as the 
bother publick Meetings, except the 
General Diet, but more for Conveni- 


ency, than from ny Right annexed to 
that CRY. _ 


The! . is a Meeting only of 


. 1 the Three Chiefs of the Leagues, who 


aſſemble ſome little time before the 


General Diet, to prepare Matters for 
their Deliberation. 


But it is to be noted, that beſides 


the ſtated Times of Meeting, any of 
theſe Aſſemblies are ſummoned ex- 
traordinarily, as often as the Dome- 
ſtick Affairs of the Government re- 


* it; or any ent *. who 


has 


Appendix. 


has any Matter to propoſe to them, 
demands it. 
However, in all theſe Meetings, the 


Deputies are ſo ty'd up by their In- 


ſtructions, that they cannot by them- 


ſelves take a final Reſolution upon a- 


ny Matter im Debate: They can only 
deliberate upon it, and report their 

Opinions to their Principals, who de- 
bate the Matter anew in their ſeveral 


Communities, and decide the 


ſtion by the Plurality of Voices, each 
Community ſending =» its Opinion in 
greſs, when 
the Retolution of the State is form'd 
by the Votes of the lurality of the | 


Writing to the next 


Communities. 


Thus it appears, that the Sovereign- I” 
ty reſides intirely in the Body of the 
People: However, as the Communi-  !' 
ties generally chuſe the ableſt Menfor 10 
their Deputies, it ſeldom happens, that i 
any Community, upon the Report of 
its Deputy, gives its Vote contrary to 
his Ka arg ſo. that in Effect, this 
vern'd by a few Lead- 
ing Men. Yet ſuch of them, as have 
— the People in bad, or (which 
| is all one with the Multitude) in un- 
| ſucceſsful — often ** 3 


Republick is govern 
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for it with their Heads, as well as 
in the Petty Cantons. 


Both the Reformed and the Romen 


Catholick Religions are tolerated in 
the Three Leagues; But as the Pro- 


teſtants make at leaſt two Thirds of 


the People, and that all their Reſolu- 
tions are decided „12 Plurality of 
Voices, this Repub 


ick may be dee- 


med a Proteſtant State; * of all 


the Cantons, is only allied to Zurich 


. and Berne. 


They have but two Bailliages within 


. Compaſs of the Three Leagues, 
which are Meyenfeld and Malans, 


to which the o7 1 new Governors 
every two Vea 
eight or nine more Governments in 
the Valteline, and the Counties of 
Bormio and Chiavenna; which three 
Provinces formerly made 
Dutchy of Milan; but were diſmem- 
bered, and d yielded to the Gri/ons 
” the Sforza 
2 it, in — of. their Military 


rs. But they have 


part of the 


, when they were Dukes 


rvices, much about the ſame time, 


| that the Four Italian Bailliages were 


wen to the Sanur, for the owe 


k Reason. 


Ae. 


no Share in their Goyernment. The 


Theſe three Provinces are proper - 
ly Subjects of the Grz/ons, and have 
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inhabitants are all of the Catholick 
Religion; and ſuch Care is taken to 


prevent any Mixture of Proteſtants, 


that by the Treaties between the Kings 


of Spain as Dukes of Milan, and the 


Gri aug, it has been always ſti pulated, 


"bat no Proteſtant ſhall inhabit 


« « thre above Six Weeks in theYear; : 


„ during which Time he ſhall have 
« no Exerciſe of his Religion, nor the 


„Governors themſelves be permit- 
« red ſo much as to keep a Chap- 


« lain in their Houſes. But as this 


Treaty expired with King Charles —_ 
Second, late King of Spain, it isſcarce 


upon ſo hard a Condition. 


The Valteline conſiſts but of One | 
of about Ten Leagues 
long, tho? it is one of the moſt fruit- 


large Valley c 
ful in the World. It produces, Corn, 


believed, the rene will renew it = 


Wine, Oil and Fruits, all moſt delici- 
dus in their Kinds. The two other | 


Counties of Chiavenna and Barmio are 


likewiſe very fertile, but not in ſo 


a — s valuable, for i 


2 a Degree. "The Falſe 
Qz | being | 


— — a4: IS 
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. 


being a Paſſage between Germany and 
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Italy, as for its Fertility; and is of 
reat Conveniency, for preſerving the 
,mperors Communication between 


Germany and Milan. Whether the 


Houſe of Auſtria, or King of France 


ſhould have the Key of thoſe Paſſes, 


 wasa Queſtion, which armed a great 
Part of Europe in the laſt Age, and 


occaſion'd the War of the Valteline, 


which laſted near twenty Years, from 


| = 1620, to about 1640: Wherein at laſt 


the Houſeof Auſtria got the better; 


that they are not very profitable to the 


and the Liberty of uſing thoſe Paſles, 
was granted to the King of ”—_ by 
the Treaty or Capitulate of 
D 4288 
It is to be obſerved, that both Z 
two Bailliages in the three Leagues, and 
| thoſe of the Valteline, and of Chia: en- 
na and Bormio, are diſpoſed of by eve- 
55 4 Community in its turn, and by 
the 


Miles, 


+ 


m ſold to the higheſt Bidder: 80 


Governors, who can raiſe but little 


more out of them, during the two 

Years of their Government, than what 
they give to purchaſe the. 
The Publick Revenues of this State 
are very ſmall, tho* there be many 


1 Appendix. 
private Perſons in it that are rich: 


However in caſe of any extraordinary 
Emergency, they tax themſelves in 


Proportion to the Neceſſity of the Ser- 
vice, and to People's Abilities. 


of the Counties of Neufchatel and 


-  Valangin. 


5 4 HESE two Counties, tho” in 
| =» ſome manner independent one of 
another, as to their Government; yet 
are otherways ſo united, that they are 
always ſubjet to the ſame Prince, 
and together form a little Sovereign- 
ty of about Twelve Leagues in 
Length from North to South, and of 
about Sixth in Breadth, and is fitua- 
ted between the County of Burgundy 
and the Canton of Berne, the City of 
Neufchatel ſtanding upon the Lake of 
that Name. The Soil of the Country 
is generally ſtony, but produces the 
beſt Wines of Switzerland; from the 
Sale whereof proceed the ſureſt Reve- 
nues of its Inhabitants. Not only the 
natural Tongue of the People is French, 
but their Humours and Manners par- 
take much more of that, than of the 
_ German Nation: So that having gene- 
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rally more Vivacity than the reſt of the 
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Sit rere, and not being wh 


_ 2erland. 


This Country has always been fub- | 
ject to Princes; but the People have 
conſtantly enjoy'd under them fo great 


Privileges, that they may juſtly be 
called Free. Upon the Death of the 


Dutcheſs of Nemours in 1707, who 
was the laſt Counteſs of Newfchatel, 


as Heireſs of the Houſe of Longue- 
ville, the States of the Country ad- 


cy judged the Sovereignty of it to the 
late King of Pruſſia, as Heir by his 
| Mother to the Houſe of Orange, which 


derived its Title to Neufchatel from 


the Marriage of one of its Princes 


| with the Heireſs of the Houſe of Cha- 
| alons, the direct Sovereign of thoſe 


Two Counties. There were at that 
time ſeveral Competitors to this So- 
vereignty, deſcended from the Houſe 


grounded their Pretenſions, and cal- 


led themſelves Heirs by Blood: But 


the States, upon full Examination, 
found, that the Houſe of Longuevil- 


le had no Legal one to it, as having 


never 


1 olly er. 
empt from Vanity, they are uſually 
called in Raillery , The Caſcon of Swit- | 


Appendix. 
never been called to ſucceed by the 
lnxveſtitures granted by the Houſe of 

Cbaalont, whereof Neufthatel was an 
undouted Fief; and therefore declar- 
ed, it reverted rotheHeirsofthatHonfe. 


The Venetian Author, of whom 
1 formerly made Mention, ſpeak- 

ing of this Matter, ſays, that the 
Country of Neufchatel, having been 
once a Fief of the Empire, gran- 


ted to the Houſe of Chaalons, 'muſt 


neceſſarily be ſo ſtill, otherwiſe the 
King of Prufſa's Title falls to the 
| Ground; and that, if it be acknow- 
ledged to be a Fief of the Empire, it be- 


longs to the Em eror to give the Inve- 


| fliture to whomhepleaſe; which Right 


| he cannot renounce without the Con= 
| ſent of the whole Empire. But m 
Anſwer to that Objection, I need on- 


ly fay, that Neufchatelis part of Swit- 


zerland; and that Switzerland has not 


| only been actually independent of the 
Empire for ſeveral Ages, but former- 
ly declared ſo by the Empire it ſelf at 
the Treaty of Veſiphalia. Tho” if his 
Doctrine be generally true, that Fiefs 
of the Empire cannot be legally alie- 
| nated without the Conſent of the Em- 
pire, I doubt he will be extreamly 
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puzzled to prove the Title of the Re- 


publick of Venice to the greateſt Part 
of their Territories in the T erra Fir- 
ma of Italy. 


The former cut "of Neafehabe 


had always a Governor reſiding there, 
aſſiſted by a Council of State; but the 
King of Pruſſia has yet ſent none, 
leaving hitherto the Management of 


Affairs to that Council; tho? its pro- 


| bable he will think it proper, e er it 
be long, to employ one; with that 
Character. 


The City of N. enfchatel i is govennied 


by a Council of Sixty Burghers, and, 
as I ſaid before, enjoy ſo great pri- 


1 vileges, that they are almoſt 


dependent. One of which is, that 
they are Com-Burghers or Fellow-Ci- 


tizens with the Canton of Berne: 


Which is not only their particular 
Protector, but the declared Arbitra- 


tor of all Differences ariſing between 


their Prince and Them. 80 that, as 
it is the Intereſt of that Canton to 
maintain them in their Freedom, and 
more eſpecially was fo, while they 
were under Catholick Princes, Berne 


generally ſupports them in all d 


5 wich their Prince. bs 
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The People are all of the Reform- 


ed Religion, except two ſmall Villages, 
called Creſier and Landeron, where 


they are Catholicks. The Counts of 
Neufe hatel were formerly Allied to the 


Cantons of Berne, Lucerne, Sole urre 
and Fribourg; but ſince the States have 
given the Inveſtiture to the King f 

Pruſſia, that Alliance ſeems to be dropt 
with all but Berne; and 'tis a Queſtion, 
whether it will ever be renewed with 


the other Three. 


Of the Abbot md diy of ft. G. 


EE Abbot of Sr. Calis Head of 
_ 4 aConventof Benedictine Monks, 


creas'd to Great Power and R 
inſomuch that the Abbot is now Sove- 


reign ofa conſiderable Diſtrict of Coun- 

try, called, The Patrimony of St. Gal, 
lying between the Canton of Zurich 
and the Lake of Conſtance, beſides the 
County of Tockenbourg, which is con- 


| which from a ſmall 1 
iches, 


tiguous to it, and was purchaſed by 
one of his Predeceſſors for a trivial 


Sum. He aſſumes likewiſe the Title 


of Prince of the Empire; but having 


neither Vote nor Seſſion in * 


1 
a 

4 
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his Rank there is meerly Titular. The 
Abbots of St. Gal were formerly So- 


vereigns of the City of that Name, and 
of good Part of the Canton of Appen- 
Selz but both the one and the other 


bougzht their Freedom; ſo that they 


have at preſent no manner of Depen- 
dence upon him; the City of Sr. Ga/ 
nos forming a little Commonwealth 
without any Territory. The Sove- 
reignty reſides in a Great and Little 
Council, as in all the Cities of Swit- 
ZBer land, but leaning to the Ariſtocra- 
tical Kind. It is one of the moſt trad- 
ing Towns of the whole Country, and 
aun is particularly Famous for Linnen 
Cloth. Both the Abbot and the City 
of F. Gal have the Privilege of ſend- 
ing Deputies to the General Diets 
of the Thirteen Cantons, who have 
Seſſion there, but no Vote; the Ab- 


bot being United by his Religion 


to the Catholicks, as the City of Sr. 
Gal is to the Proteſtants, all its Inha- 
bitants being of the Reformed Reli- 
gion. The Four Cantons, that are 
particularly allied to the Abbot, are 
Aurich, Lucerne, Schwitz and Glaris, 
wWhqgare in ſome. Manner the Protectors | 
pt che Convent; and the City of St. G 
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is ſtrictiy allied to the Proteſtant Can- 
tons. 
The Abbot of S. Gal has made a 
great Noiſe in the World of late Years, 
| by the differences that have ariſen a- 
bout the Privileges of his Subjects of 
the County of Tackenbowrg; and be- 
cauſe few People are well informed of 
that Diſpute, I think it may not be a- 
miſs, to give the Reader ſome Account 


of the State of that Matter. 


The laſt Count of Tackenborrg har. 
ing no Heir of his Family, out of Love — 
to his Subjects, granted them ſo great 
Privileges before his Death, that he 

ple. Among the reſt, he gave them 
the Liberty of making Municipal — 
Laws for their own Government, of _ 

chuſing their Magiſtrates and Officers 
of entring into an Aſſociation for t heit 

Defence, which 2 Body in the i 
Country took an Oath to-maintainz; & {| 

and for the further Security and Cor- || 

roboration of theſe Privileges, he gave 
them leave to enter into a Treaty of 
_ Comburgerſhip with the Canton of 
| .Glaris, in order to engage that Can- 
ton to ſupport them in their Rights, as 

| heir Fellon-Burghers. 3 bo E 

VVV theſe 
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theſe Regulations, the Sovereignty 

was ſo clipped, that there was little 

more left for his Succeſſor, than the 
| Right of collecting the Revenues, that 


made part of the Regalia, together with 
the Power of obliging the Subjects to 
ſerve him in his Wars. This was theState 
of the Country, when the Count of Tock- 
enbourg dyed in 1 436, and was ſucceed- 
ed by the Counts of Raren, his Heirs at 
Law. Soon after bis Death, all theſe 
Regulations were put in Execution; 
and particularly the Treaty of Combur- 
gerſhip was made with the Canton of 
Claris, with the Knowledge and Con- 
ſent of the Counts of Raren, who ra- 
tifßied it, and after having kept this 


Country above Thirty Years, ſold it 


to the Abbot of St. Gal in 1469, but 
with an expreſs Reſervation of all the 
Rights andPrivileges of thelnhabitants: 
To which the Abbot not only conſent- 
ed, but ratified them anew himſelf. 
However, he had n» ſooner made this 
Purchaſe, but he endeavoured, contra- 
ry to his Engagements, to aboliſh 
theſe new Privileges. The greateſt Di- 
flculty he found in his way, was the 
Treaty of Comburgerſhip with Glaris, 
which engaged that Canton to ſupport 


Abbot brou 
that Canton 
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them i in their Rights : Wherefore all 


his Arts and Skill were employed in 


detaching Glaris from their Intereſt, 


| concluding, he could eafily get the 
better of them, if they were left to 


themſelves. The firſ Step he made 


towards it, was, to oppoſe the Renewal 


of the Treaty of Comburgerſhip, which, 
by the Tenour of the Treaty it ſelf, 


ought to be renewed every Ten Years; 


but not being able to hinder it, he got 


the Canton of Sdchwzrz to be admitted 


into a Sort of Partnerſhip, and thoſe 


two Cantons declared Joint-Arbitra- 


tors of all Differences, that ſhould a- 


riſe between him and the People of - 


 Tockenbourg about their Privileges. It 
would be endleſs to enumerate all the 
Arts, that have been ſince uſed by him 
and his Succeſſors, to render this Trea- 
ty of Comburgerſhip ineffectual: Not- 


wWithſtanding which, Glaris continued 


conſtantly to ſupport the Tockenburgh- 


err; inſomuch that of late Years, the 


fore the 


ht his 9 4 ann againſt {= 
eneral Diet, 
and accuſed them of abetting the Tack. 
 enburghers in Rebellion againſt their 
Sovereign. The Deputies of Glaris 
2 binder beten. that en had 
one 
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done nothing, but what was agreeable 

to the Tenour of the Treaty of Com- 
burgerſhip, allowed and approved of 

dy the Abbots themſelves; and ſet 

forth ſo plainly the Juſtice of their 


Cauſe, that all indifferent Perſons ap- 


proved their Proceedings. However, 
for the Preſervation of 'Peace in the 


Hielvetict Body, many Endeavours were 
uſed at ſeveral ſucceedingDiets, to com- 


tereſt, the Leading Men of the Canton 


| poſe this Difference, but without Suc- 
ceſs. In the mean time, the' Abbot 
found ways of gaining over to his In- 


==” Sehwits, and ſome of the Catho- 


licks of Glarir; by which means, the 


 Tackenburghers were not only depri- 
ved of — uſual Protection, but con- 


dͤqemned in all their Diſputes with him 


by thoſe two Cantons o that the Ab- 
bot having cut off that Remedy from 
them, degan to Exereiſe a Sort of Ar- 


1 . Power in the Country, and 


openly 2 all their Privileges. 
eople fly 


changed, they have recourſe to the 


Too Proteſtant Cantons of Zurich 


and. Berge. Thefe Two Cantons, as 
well for — of 5 as of Reli- 


Sion, ; 


ee to their uſual Protect- 
ors for Relief, ** finding them quite 
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a Solemn Deputation to the Abbot, 


ro exhort him to redreſs what had been 


gion, eſpouſe their Cauſe, and ſend 


139 


done irregularly, and to maintain them 
for the future in their Religious and Ci- 


vil Rights, contained in a Particular 
Memorial, which they delivered to him 


at the ſame time. The Abbot refuſes 


poſitively, to reſtore their Privileges 
upon the Foot contained in the Me- 


morial: Whereupon the Deputies of 
the two Cantons go into the Country 
themſelves, put all things again upon 


the old Foot, promiſe the People their 


Protection, incaſe of any newViolence, 
and ſo return home. Upon this, the 


Abbot complains again to the Diet of 


the two Cantons: And as Religion is 


in ſome Meaſure concerned in the 


| ; Diſpute, it ſoon became a Party-Cauſe _ ; 
in the Diet; the Catholicks maintain- 


ing the Abbot, and the Proteſtantsthe 


_ Tockenburghers. However, finding the 
two Cantons of Zurich and Berne 
would not withdraw their Protection 


from thoſe People, the Abbot, to take 


all further, Cognizance of the Matter 


from the Diet, bethinks himſelf, as 
dis laſt Shift, of declaring to them, 
that the Country of Tockenbowrg was 
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. a Fief of the Empire; that the Emperor 
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1 1 had the ſole Right of deciding any Di- 


ſputes, that might ariſe about it ;and par- 
ticularly, that the Two Cantons of Zu. 


rich and gerne had no Right to concern 


themſelves in that Matter. Upon this 
Declaration, the Diet broke up, that 
Was convened in 1708; and tho' ſe- 


 veral ſucceeding Ones have endea- 


vour'd to compoſe the Difference by 
divers Expedients propoſed, yet the 


Abbot would kearken to none, ſtill 


inſiſting, that it was a Fief of the Em- 
TOE pars whereof he had-lately taken the 
Ilnveſtiture from the Emperor, to whom 


dlone the Cognizance of this Difference 
did belong. This Diſpute continued in 
the ſame uncertain State 'till April 


1712; at which time, the Abbot ſent 


: fome Troops, which he had hired, 
into the County of Tockenbourg, to 


ſubdue thoſe People. They apply 
_ themſelves again to Zurich and Berne; 


” who immediately march Troops to 
their Succour, and ſo the War began 


between them and the Abbot of Jr. 
Cal, with his Confederates the Five 
Cantons of Lucerne, Ury, Schwitz, 
5  Underwald and Zug: Wherein the 
Proteſtants beat the Catholicks in two 
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pitch'd Battles, took from th Gs this 
County of Baden, and ſeveral other 


Places, which were yielded to them 
by the Treaty of Peace made in Au- 


guſt following. As for the Abbot him- 


ſelf, the two Cantons at the ſame time 
ſeized all his Country, whereof they 


ſtill remain in Poſſeſſion : Nor is itlike- 
ty they will reſtore it, till the Abbot 


ratifies the Treaty of Peace ſigned by 

his Plenipotentiaries at Roſthachin April = 
1714; by which Treaty the People of 
Tockenbourg are confirmed, more ſo- 
lemnly than ever, in their Privileges, 
and the two Cantons of Zurich and 
Berne declared Guarantees of them. 
All I ſhallfay further about the Con. 
vent of Fr. Gal, is, that tho' it be a 
very rich One, yet the Abbot of it 

can make but a very poor Figure, as 
a Sovereign Prince; and is wholly un- 
able to maintain any War with his 
Neighbours, without the Aſſiſtance of 


good Allie. 


of the Republick of Valais. 


THE Falten, or People of E. 
= Hais, inhabit a Country, that takes 
a Tt as” 
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of it conſiſts. It reaches from the Moun- 
tain called La Fourche, where the Rhone 
takes its Source, to the Lake of Geneva, 
and 1s divided by that River, which 
runs thro? the middle of it, and often o- 
 verflows a great Part of the Country, 
This Valley is ſituated between the 
Canton of Berne and Savoy, but is di- 


vided from them by vaſt high Moun- 


tains, whereof the Tops are always co- 


vered with Snow; however they af- 
1 Paſture for great Numbers of Cat- 

tle in Summer, and the Valley pro- 

Aduces Corn, Wine, and Delicious Fruits. 


Ihe Capital of it is Hon, the Seat of a 
Biſhop, whois a Prince of the Empire, 


and was formerly the Sovereign of a 


good Part of the Country; but his Pow- 
er dwindled away by Degrees, and 
” Commonwealth roſe out of the Ruins 
of it. However, he is ſtill in much 
greater Authority than the Biſhop of 


b Coire, preſides in their Councils as 


their Head, and has a great Influence 


in the Management of their Affairs. 
The Country is divided into the 
: Upper V alais and Lower; whereof the 


former is ſubdivided into Seven nde- 
pendent Communities, like thoſe of 
the Criſont, an 24 rhe latter into Six. 


5 | W the 1 of the * of 
+ In 
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| ſhip: So that, tho? the Alliance be ſtill 
in force, the Valeſſans have ſince made 
a new One with the Catholick Can- 
tons; to whom they are more 3 
1 Uniced by their Leal for 2 
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Upper and Lower Va ais fell out among 


themſelves about the Sovereignty of 


the Country; in which Conteſt, the 


Arms, and have ever ſince remain'd 


the Matters; tho? the People of tbe 
Lower Valais enjoy great Privileges 


1 . 
Hon's Power, the Inhabitants of the 


Upper Valais got the better by their 


under them. The Seven Communi- 


ties of the Upper Valais ſend Depu- 
ties to their Diets, as the Griſons; and 
their Commonwealth is governed in 
the ſame manner. 
The /aleſians are the moſt ancient 
Allies of the Canton of Berne; butt 
the latter having embraced the Retor- 
mation, and the former continuing 
| Catholicks, the Difference of Religion 


has broke the bands of their F-iend- - 


of the City Cl Geneva. | 


T His City i is ſo well kw. a Lo 

: has been ſo often deſcribed by 

| Travellers, that it would be a need- — 
R 2 leſs 0 
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| leſs Work for me to give a particular 
Account of it. Every Body knows, 
that it is a little Republick, with 

a ſmall Territory, ſituated between 
France and Savoy, at the Head of 

the Lake that bears its Name; and 
that ic is the largeſt, as well as the moſt 
flouriſhing City in Switzerland, whoſe 

Inhabitants are no leſs Ingenious than 
Induſtrious, and equally cultivate both 


_ Trade and Letters. 


The Biſhop of Geneva had former- N 
1 Iy great Power, if not the Sovereign- 
ty of the City; but, upon the Refor- 
mation he loft that, and his Biſhop- 


trick together. The Pope indeed {till 
„ continues to nominate a Biſhop of Ce- 


neva, as well as of wa ugut-4- and o- 
ther Places in the Hands of the Pro- 
teitants; but they are Biſhopricks that 
D yield no more Revenue, than thoſe 
be diſpoſles of in Partibus Infidelium. 
Their preſent Government is much 


+ ol ſame, as in the other Cities of Sit- 


Serland, conliſting of a Great and Lit- 


tle Council, the Firit of Two hundred, 
and the Secondof Twenty five, beſidesa 
_ FhirdCoun il of Sixty Members, which 


are drawn out of the Great One. They 
8 ſcem d to lean % much to the A— 


riſio- N 
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1 2 
riſtocratical kind, which occaſioned 
ſome late Diſorders in their Govern- 

ment, that were pacified by the Inter- 


poſition of the Cantons of Zaurichand 


Berne. By that Pacification, the Bo- 
dy of the Citizens was admitted to a 
greater Share in the Government, than 
it had enjoyed for ſome Years laſt paſt; 
which they pretend, has only reſtored 
it to its Original Form, by retrench- 
ing the Power, which the leading Men 


had uſurped in a long Courſe of FD 


TY This nette Republick was formerly 
allied to ſome Catholick, as well as 


Proteſtant Cantons; but ſince the Re- 
formation, the Catholicks have tacitly 

at leaſt renounced their Alliance; fo 
that at preſent they are ſtrictly allied 


only to Zurich and Berne. 


of the | City of Bienne. 1 8 


This little Town is firuated at 


the Head of the Lake of that 
Name, between the Cantons of Berne 


and Soleurre, the County of Newfcha- 
tel, and the Biſhop of Porentru's Coun- 


| try. That Biſhop has a ſort of Sove- 
reignty over them, but ſo limited, thet 
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they may be reckoned a Free People; 
being govern'd by their Fe Pp 
Magiſtrates, independent of the Bi 


His Rights confiſt only in ſome imall 
_ Revenues, and the Obligation the Peo- 


ple are under, of ſerving him for his 
Defence, provided it be not againſt che | 


Canton of Berse: For in that cafe, th 


are obliged to ſtand Neuter. The Rea- | 


ſion of this Exception is, becauſe the in- 
habitants of Bienne are Fellow-Citi- 
zZz⁊ens and Comburghers of the Canton 


of Berne; and as they are of the Re- 
formed Religion, one may juſtly ſay, 


they are maintain'd, both in their Ci- 


vil and Religious Rights, by the Pro- | 


5 tection of chat Canton. | 


of the City of Molhauſen. 7 


os Tue City, with a very ſmall Di- : 
ſtrict of Country round it, is a 


Petty Commonwealth, which makes 
Part of the Helvetic- Body; tho” it lye 


out of the Limits of 1 r be- 


ing ſituated upon the River Itt1 in the 
| Upper Alſatia, near Bazil 

Its Inhabitants embraced the Refor- 
mation at the ſame time as Bazi/; upon 
which Late the two Cities en- 


tered 
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tered into a Treaty of Comburgerſhip, 


and by that Means Mulhauſen became 


a Member of the Helvetic Body, 
tho” more ſtrictly united to the Pro- 
teſtants. Upon which Occaſion, it may 
not be improper to make this general 
Obſervation, that whatever Treaties 
or Alliances may ſubſiſt between Pro- 
teſtant and Catholick States in Swit- 
zer land, one may ſurely reckon, they 


will not be executed in caſe of a Rup- 
ture: Then each Member will certain- 


y adhere to thoſe of his own Religi- 
on, whatever be the Ground of the 


Quarrel; and Switzerland will know 9 


no other Diviion, than that of Pro» 
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